
A Good Time Was Had by All - Cadet Reunion 2008
The pilots who earned their wings here in Douglas went on 
to fly in every major theater of the globe-spanning war…  
the skies of America and North 
Africa, at palm 
tree level over 
the islands of 
the South  
Pacific, over 
the humid  
Indian Ocean, 
the lonely 
stretches of the 
North and 
South Atlantic, 
and hopping 
the deadly 
hedgerows of 
France. The 
men of Douglas’ own 63rd Flight Training  
Detachment flew bombing runs over Germany, 
flew important war cargo 
over the Himalayan “hump”, 
shot down Messerschmitt 
fighters over Italy, soared 
through blazing anti-aircraft 
fire as a matter of daily survival, 
and carried morale-building 
V-mail all over the planet.

Since WWII, many of the former air cadets sought each other 
out and formed a reunion group that has remained active 

ever since. The veteran cadets have often 
revisited their wartime training home in 
Douglas as they did in October 2008. 

During WWII, many former Douglas  
cadets won awards and honors and some 
gave all for the continued freedom of our 
nation. The men that came through this 

single small base 
flew well and 
fought hard in 
the greatest air 
conflict the world 
has ever seen. 
Our WWII Flight 
Training Muse-

um is dedicated to these 
brave pilots and to the city 
that they temporarily 
called home. 

Contact the museum for  
information, special events 
and updates on exhibits, etc. 

You can also see vintage WWII aircraft under restoration in 
the hangar located behind the museum. 
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Become a member of the museum and 
help us preserve WWII aviation’s 
beginnings. The World War II Flight 
Training Museum interprets the 

untold story of the thousands of men 
and women who volunteered to learn to fly and flight in the 
world’s greatest airborne conflict. Now more than ever, your 
contributions will help preserve our heritage and to help 
educate future generations.

YOU CAN HELP!

MIssIoN sTaTEMENT
The WWII Flight Training Museum is a non-profit organization 
that is entirely funded by donation, grants and contributions.  
It is dedicated to sharing  the story of the courage and spirit of 
the American men and women who became pilots during the 

Second World War. Our primary mission is to preserve, 
protect, develop and advance the understanding  of our 
nation’s aviation training heritage through collections, 
research, exhibits and interpretation of the 63rd Flight 

Training Detachment.  Our secondary mission is to try to 
maintain the heritage and as much of the historical integrity 

of the Raymond-Richardson Aviation School as possible.

The WWII Flight Training Museum • P.O. Box 190, Douglas, GA 31534
No. 3 Airport Circle, Douglas, GA 31533

912-383-9111 • douglas63rd@accessatc.net

$50 ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS
• WWII Flight Training Museum card • Quarterly museum newsletter 

• Free visits to the museum for your family and guests 
• Opportunity to help restore and maintain vintage aircraft  

• Honoring our veterans with your commitment  
• 10% discount on museum merchandise 
• Participation in special museum events

The 63rd Preservation Society is a 501c3 non-profit educational foundation. 
(Proceeds go toward museum maintenance)
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Mail to:
The 63rd Preservation Society, Inc. 

WWII Flight Training Museum
P. O. Box 190  •  Douglas, GA  31534

Future newsletters will be available to members only. 
Don’t forget to join!

 Part I: Wesley N. Raymond

VIEW FROM THE COCKPIT 

The Founders
by Ken Hayes

In July of this year, the B-17G liberty 
Belle left Georgia and followed the 
traditional flight path of u.S. World 
War II bombers. She flew to Maine, 
then on to Goose Bay in Canada. Next 
was Narsarsuaq in Greenland and  

 
reykjavik, Iceland. Then on to 
Prestwick, Scotland before the short 
hop to Duxford where the B-17 was 
the “star” of the Flying legends  
Air Show. 

The liberty Belle returned to england 
to commemorate the brave airmen 
who valiantly fought the Nazi war  
machine and won. This trip also 
honored Don Brooks’ father, tail 
gunner in the original liberty Belle.

Liberty Belle Honors 
The Fallen Heroes of 
World War II

“Born in Nova Scotia, Wesley N. raymond 
served with the first New Brunswick  

regiment in WWI. After the war, he went to Brooklyn and  
became interested in flying at old Hazelhurst Field, now the 
roosevelt Field. “

“In 1920, he moved to Orlando and started an aviation business, 
having purchased a number of surplus planes left over after the 
war. In 1924 he moved to Punta Gorda where he was in the  
aviation, real estate and construction business. And in 1926  
he helped develop and operate Haldeman-elder Field in  
lakeland, Fl.”

“Mr. raymond start-
ed a new phase of 
his career in 1929 
when he worked 
with Bird Aircraft 
Corp. of Brooklyn, 
NY, covering the 
eastern states. He 
later became  
connected with 
Kinner Airplane 
& Motor Compa-
ny in Glendale, CA. In 1934 he became a sales 
representative for Beech Aircraft, covering practically the entire 
country. His job was to present the first Jacobs’ powered Beech-
craft to the nation.”

“In 1936 raymond decided to start an airport and airplane sales 
business in Macon, GA; its central location being a principal  
factor in the decision. He helped the development of Herbert 
Smart Field and other aviation activities. In Griffin, GA, he aided 
in the development of an airport and upon its completion,  
organized a flying school there. He opened a similar branch 
school in Cochran in 1938.”

“In 1939, along with the assistance of President J.M. Thrash  
of South Georgia College, another branch school opened in 
Douglas, GA. Operating four schools under the Civil Pilot  
Training Program, the school in Douglas formed the basis for 
most of his later plans.”

“Mr. raymond was President of raymond-O’Neal Aviation  
Company, raymond-Brinckerhoff Aviation Company, and  
raymond-richardson Aviation Company of Douglas and owner 
of raymond Aviation School, Inc. located in Macon, Georgia” 
(Excerpts taken from the Army Official Base History). “He was  
referred to as the ‘Daddy of Aviation in Georgia’.” (The Douglas 
Enterprise, July 10, 1941, p. 1) 

In a future article more will be presented as to his life after the war 
and the closing of the base.



There have been many contributions made to your WWII 
Flight Training Museum. Judy Walker McGuirt donated several 
photos from her father Paul Walker’s collection. He served as 
a flight instructor for four years at the Douglas 
base. Kitty Dillard made the much appreciated 

donation of her late 
husband Bill Dillard’s 
instructor patch. 

Thanks to the efforts of 
volunteers Bob and  
Angie Scott, Bobby 
Coleman and dona-
tions by retired book 

sellers Pat and erv 
Schwing and many others. 

Our Book Sale raised enough money to purchase 
protective covers and other archival materials 
for the Museum library. 

Through a search of Paul Schlundt’s correspondence,  
I discovered another 63rd Detachment author among the  
cadets who passed through here. Thanks to the generous 

donation of the Douglas rotary Club, we now 
have a copy of William F. X. Band’s (‘43 D) award-
winning book “Warriors Who ride The Wind” in 
our Museum library. 

Thanks to all who have contributed to our WWII 
Flight Training Museum in Douglas, GA.

John Willard Baer - Cadet, Class of 1942K

MUSEUM UPDATE

A calendar of museum events 

THE 63rd FTD LEGACY FUND
leaving a gift to charity in your will is a very 
special way of helping to secure the future 
of the WWII Flight Training Museum which 
portrays the history of the men and women 
who took to the air to defend our nation 
from 1939 to 1945.

This fund exists to help operate the museum 
and to further our mission of sharing the  
important role of our military airmen, as well 
as to grow as an educational organization. 
Contributions will be used to safeguard and 
maintain the historical integrity of the  
structure; to provide funds for the historical 
interpretation of the lives of the pilots, their 
training and their aircraft; and to provide  
an important educational resource to the 
community that is serves.

Bequests to non-profits such as the WWII 
Flight Training Museum are exempt from 
inheritance tax.

The WWII Flight Training  
Museum portrays the history 
of the men and women who 
took to the air to defend our 
nation from 1939 to 1945 in 
the unique setting of an  
actual WWII era Flight 
Training Airfield. 

The Highway 441 corridor and the South Georgia region in which 
we are situated is a growing tourist attraction and leisure destina-
tion and as such, the Museum will serve as an introduction to the 
role and sacrifice of those young pilots for many who live in or 
visit our area.

We regularly welcome school groups to the museum where  
our educational service will be available to them. Through our 
educational work, many of the community’s children - and often 
their parents, too - will become aware of the value and potential 
of aviation heritage.

We believe that the Museum can make a great contribution  
to the preservation of our heritage in the future, and to the  
education of both children and the public in the area of our 
recent past.

If you have any item of historical interest connected to the Douglas 
airbase, WWII pilots or aircraft, or WWII aviation in general or 
would like to help with a small financial gift, please contact us at 
your convenience.

We hope that you will join us on this important historical journey 
into our own heritage.

WWII Flight Training Museum

The Perfect Christmas Gift!  
Why not give a Membership to the WWII Flight Training Museum to those on your list 

that are interested in WWII history or historic preservation.

Learn Warbird Restoration and Help Us Keep Them Flying

by Eda S. Kenney, Education Director

“Our Book Sale 
raised enough 

money to 
purchase 
protective  
covers and 

other archival 
materials for 
the Museum   

   Library. “

The First Air Force was one of the original four 
numbered united States Army Air 

Forces formed on 18 December 
1940 at Mitchel AAF, long Island, 
NY. It was designated First Air 
Force on 9 April 1941.

During WWII, First Air Force was  
responsible for the air defense of the 
entire eastern seaboard of the united 

States. In January 1942, the command 
commenced shore based anti-sub-
marine operations flying non-combat 

capable Boeing B-17 “Flying Fortresses” 
from langley AAF, Virginia.

later in 1942, the mission of First Air Force was changed to 
training combat air crews for immediate deployment to 
overseas theaters. First Air Force bases were located in the 
northeast and upper midwestern states, from Minnesota to 
Missouri, east to Virginia and north to Maine.

At the end of the war, First Air Force was assigned to  
Air Defense Command in March 1946 and to Continental  
Air Command in December 1948, being primarily concerned 
with air defense. In 1949 Air National Guard and Air Force  
reserve units were placed under its command. The com-
mand was inactivated on 23 June 1958.

Second Air Force was constituted as 
Northwest Air District on 19 October 

1940. It was activated on 18 December 
and redesignated as Second Air Force 
on 5 August 1941.

During WWII, the command served as 
both an air defense and a training  

               organization performing aircrew and replace-
ment training for heavy and later, very heavy bomber units. 
Second Air Force bases were located along the northern 

border with Canada, 
from Washington to 
North Dakota, south to 
Kansas, west to utah, 
Idaho and Oregon.

Commands of Second 
Air Force during WWII 
were II Air Support 
Command, II Fighter 
Command, IV Air  
Support Command, XX 
Bomber Command, XXI 
Bomber Command and 

XXII Bomber Command. With the war’s end, Second Air Force 
was deactivated on 30 March 1946.  (to be continued)
            Source: www.wikipedia.org

Danny Bradley, Museum Curator

by Danny Bradley, Curator 
WWII Flight Training MuseumAir Forces of World War II - Part 1

Born in Idaho on July 24, 
1919, John Baer was a 
West Point Cadet 
(13294) when he 

came to Douglas. 
red Beach was his instructor. He graduated 
from Spence Field. 

During WWII, General Baer served as a pilot, squadron  
operations officer, squadron commander and deputy group 
commander in the 368th Fighter Group in the european 

Theater of Operations. He flew 101  
combat missions, accumulating 260 
combat hours in the P-47 aircraft.

Brigadier General Baer has more than 
4,000 flying hours. His military decora-
tions include the Silver Star, legion of  
Merit, Distinguished Flying Cross with 
two oak leaf clusters, Air Medal with 

19 oak leaf clusters, Army Commendation 
Medal, Presidential unit Citation emblem, Air Force  
Outstanding unit Award ribbon, French Croix de Guerre 
and the Belgian Croix de Guerre.

He and his wife Jane have three sons and eight grandchildren. 
He is a member of the Thunderbolt Pilots Association. 

WE NEED YOUR HELP!

Volunteers are needed to help with 
warbird restoration. All experience  
levels are encouraged to join us. You 
will gain an extended family and friend-

ships that will last a lifetime! Our P-40E 
is about two months away from its first 
flight and the very exciting XP-82  
project is well underway. 

Help us identify the cadet 
shown in these photos. 

Please call 912-383-9111 
with information.

Call Tom Reilly at 407-301-3446 or stop by the hangar anytime!  
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