
My Father Was a Larger Than 
Life Symbol of the 
American Dream
by Julia McClintock Russell

Ross Augustus McClintock
Douglas Class of 1944-E

My father was born a third 
generation native Californian 

on 29 April 1921 in Olive, CA, a man 
of humble beginnings.

He was in the 94th Bomb 
Group, 410th Bomb 
Squadron and the 333rd 
Bomb Squadron in the 
European Theater. He 
flew thirteen missions out 
of Rougham Field, Bury 
St. Edmunds, England.

After the war he finished 
college as an engineer and went on to be a pioneer in the 
oil industry starting his own company, Western Offshore 
Drilling and Exploration. The company was acquired by Fluor 
Corporation in 1968 and he became the Chairman of Fluor 
Drilling and Vice President of Fluor Corporation.

In 1948 he married the most beautiful woman in the City of 
Orange, CA, where they both grew up. He adopted her two 
daughters, my sisters Susanah and Mary, and raised them as 
his own. I was born in 1949, Julia Ann, and my brother was 
born in 1955, Ross A. McClintock, Jr. 

My father was the smartest person I have ever known. He 
traveled the world and made many friends wherever he went. 
So many that the big Presbyterian Church in Santa Ana, CA, 
could hardly hold everyone that 
attended his funeral, including one 
of his crew members from the war.

He left us far too soon in May of 
1985, a victim of heart and kidney 
failure. He is survived by four 
children, 15 grandchildren, 23 
great grandchildren and is missed 
every day.

Mission 
stateMent

The WWII Flight Training Museum 
is a non-profit organization that 
is entirely funded by donation, 
grants and contributions. It is 

dedicated to sharing the story of the 
courage and spirit of the American 

men and women who became pilots 
during the Second World War. 

Our primary mission is to preserve, 
protect, develop and advance 

the understanding of our nation’s 
aviation training heritage through 
collections, research, exhibits and 

interpretation of the 63rd Flight 
Training Detachment. Our secondary 

mission is to try to maintain the 
heritage and as much of the 

historical integrity of the Raymond-
Richardson Aviation School 

as possible.

The WWII Flight Training Museum
3 Airport Circle, Douglas, GA 31535 • 912-383-9111

 www.wwiiflighttraining.org
email: douglas63rd@windstream.net

The WWII Flight Training Museum
3 Airport Circle
Douglas, GA 31535

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

$50 ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS
• WWII Flight Training Museum card

• Quarterly museum newsletter 
• Free visits to the museum for your family and guests 

• Opportunity to help restore and maintain vintage aircraft 
• Honoring our veterans with your commitment 

• 10% discount on museum merchandise 
• Participation in special museum events

The 63rd Preservation Society is a 501c3 non-profit educational foundation. 
(Proceeds go toward museum maintenance)
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2013 63rd PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP

cut along dotted lines

Mail to:
The 63rd Preservation Society, Inc. 

WWII Flight Training Museum
P. O. Box 2770 • Douglas, GA 31534

In December of 2003, a small group of local 
citizens interested in history, aviation and 
heritage preservation gathered together 
to both protect the site of the Raymond-
Richardson Aviation School in Douglas, 

Georgia, and to create and operate a 
historical museum that would tell the story of not only our 
community’s role in WWII, but also share the lives of the men and 
women who lived, worked and trained at the facility. Thus, the 
63rd Preservation Society was formed.

The WWII Flight Training Museum is operated by this non-profit  
organization and is entirely funded by donations, gifts and grants. 
We believe that the museum can make a great contribution to the 
preservation of our heritage and to the education of both children 
and the public in general.

Is it a future worth securing? We think so. We hope you do, too. 
Become a friend of the museum through membership and help 
us preserve WWII aviation’s beginnings.

YOU CAN HELP!
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Welcome Back Cadets! 
63rd Flight Training Detachment 
Reunion 13-18 October 2013
 
The WWII Flight Training Museum welcomes back 
the cadets that learned to fly here in Douglas. We 
look forward to your return and to the fun we are 
going to have. Many activities and events have been 
planned to honor those that served their country 
during WWII. 



by Sue HarringtonMuseum Activities

by Hugh T. HarringtonFighting for Freedom During World War II
“Only the People Who 

Lost and Then Got 
Back Their Freedom 
Know its Price” 

As the WWII veterans pass away, the enormity of what 
they did, as well as the history of that titanic struggle, 

is unknown territory for a lot of Americans. Americans are 
becoming less and less aware of the role the United States 
played in The War. Perhaps it is necessary to be subjected to a 
foreign invader and conqueror to understand the magnitude of 
what the United States, and our Allies, did.

As a nation, many of us have forgotten, or tragically never 
were taught, what our fighting men did to preserve freedom 
not just in the United States but in many countries around the 
world. The lives of Americans, the survival of our country and 
the existence of the free world, was at stake.

Surprisingly, or perhaps not surprisingly, there are many in 
countries overwhelmed by Nazi tyranny during the war that 
remember the United States as their knight in shining armor. 

Recently, I was in contact with a young man in the Czech 
Republic, formerly Czechoslovakia. I found that he, and many 
others in his country, view the United States as the liberator 

of his nation because of what the US did during The War. The 
graves of US airmen, and crash sites of downed US aircraft, 
are marked and decorated with flowers, wreaths and flags 
during annual commemorative events.

The now aged US veterans who visit the Czech Republic, 
perhaps to see once more the places they experienced in the 
war, are received as heroes.

I asked this man why our contribution to World War II is so 
well remembered by his countrymen. He told me that when his 
country was under the rule of the Soviet Union, the role of the 
United States was barely known because the real history was 
suppressed and the truth censored. However, after the collapse 
of the Communist government twenty years ago, the factual 
history of WWII was again taught in the schools and could be 
freely discussed. The citizens of the Czech Republic know that 
the United States, a remote country on the far side of the world, 
did so much for the liberation of Europe from Nazi tyranny. 
They are grateful and consider it a debt they cannot repay.

When I expressed my amazement he replied, “only the people 
who lost and then got back their freedom know its price.”

This is a very profound statement. It is the gift of freedom that 
our veterans have given to us, and to much of the world, at such 
great cost to themselves. We must join with the Czechs and 
others in liberated countries around the world and remember 
what we owe and to whom we owe it.

Our Volunteers Have Been Busy!
About 50 Bike Riders Across Georgia (BRAG) members 
visited Douglas on June 5 when we opened the Museum for 
them. Judy Hackett cleaned all of the floors in the Museum and 
porch to make the Museum spic and span for the visitors. Judy 
helped spread publicity about the Museum by replenishing the 
brochure supply at motels, talking to motel owners, and placing 
a welcome sign and balloons (provided by Johnnie Crews) at 
the front entrance. Weezie Barendse provided critical help in 
handling the big crowd by manning the hangar and giving tours 
of the warbird restoration projects, and Judy and husband Bob, 
along with Tom Tatum, gave tours and manned the Museum.

4th of July Open House - We ran our first-ever free open house 
of the Museum and warbird restorations, with airplanes and 
military vehicles rolled out for viewing. Brian Vaughn ran 
a terrific radio ad at Vic Suttle’s request, and Judy Hackett 
spurred on the Douglas Enterprise to get us publicity. Judy also 
encouraged Kiwanis, American Legion and VFW to attend.

These efforts paid off, for a crowd of approximately 232 
visitors came out! Most were from Douglas and many had 
never heard of the Museum before. To add to the festivities, 
Bill Woods sold delicious pulled pork and barbecue beans 
from Flyin’ Cowboy. It was a huge volunteer effort to handle 
the big crowd. Thank you goes to Bob and Judy Hackett, 
Chuck Giese, Tom Tatum, Jim Rimes, Weezie Barendse, 
and Hugh and Sue Harrington for their extraordinary efforts 
in making the open house a success.

Other efforts - Bob Hackett continues to trim the sidewalks 
on the base and has even bought a mower to help him do that. 
This is a big job that makes a big difference in the appearance 
of the base. Judy Hackett successfully got brochures placed 
at the Library and has been refilling brochures around town.

by Hugh T. HarringtonJoseph A. Garbarino
Joseph A. Garbarino, 

Class of 1943-A
Lost Over Burma

A New Yorker, Joe Garbarino (S/N O-795587) graduated in 
 the class of 1943-A. He went on to fly P-47D fighters in 

the China-Burma-India theater. He was 
attached to the 58th Fighter Squadron, 
33rd Fighter Group, 10th Air Force.

On November 15, 1944, the fighters 
left their base at Moran, Assam, India 
on a mission to attack the Kale-Zigon 
Road at Male, Burma (now Myanmar). 
At 2:55 pm, flight leader 1st Lieutenant 
Garbarino while at an altitude of 

16,000 feet over Male ordered a dive to the right. At a dive speed 
of 380 mph pilot Billy T. Davis flew into the rear of Gabby’s 
Louise, Garbarino’s P-47D (S/N 42-25383), shredding its tail.

Garbarino’s P-47D spinning, crashed and 
burned south of Male. Davis’s P-47D 
crashed a mile to the north. One parachute 
was spotted but the pilots who witnessed 
the collision were not able to determine 

from which aircraft the pilot had jumped.

The attack was terminated and the remaining aircraft returned 
to base. Both pilots were listed as MIA. Later it was learned that 
Billy Davis had survived and was captured by the Japanese. 
He was liberated in May 1945.

Joe Garbarino’s MACR (Missing Aircrew Report) is number 
9928. His remains were never recovered.

   A P-47D-30-RA of the 1st Air Commando Group. This aircraft 
was assigned to an HQ officer, China, Burma, India (CBI) theater.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE:    www.wwiiflighttraining.org

PLEASE THANK AND SUPPORT OUR CORPORATE MEMBERS!
CORPORATE MEMBERS WHO RECENTLY JOINED OR RENEWED:

Aden’s Minit Market
American Truck Parts
Chaney Motors, Inc.

Charles E. Lewis Construction Co.
Coffee Chrysler Dodge Jeep Inc.

Coley Electric & Plumbing
Moore’s Lawn Service

Douglas Carpet Center
Douglas Electrical & Plumbing, Inc.

Douglas Investment Co.
Douglas National Bank

Flyin’ Cowboy
J & T Tire

Lott Holdings, LLC
Lott’s Diesel Service

Malphus Electrical Contracting, Inc.
Shell Rapid Lube

Williams Institutional Foods


