
B-17 Liberty Belle
On 13 June 2011, the B-17 Liberty Belle was badly 
damaged after making a successful emergency landing in 
an Illinois cornfield. Thanks to the quick action and skill of 
the flight crew, there were no injuries among the seven souls 
on board. The aircraft, however, sustained major damage 

in the post-
landing fire 
because the fire 
trucks could 
not reach the 
plane due to 
recent heavy 
rains. 

The Liberty Foundation has been successful in obtaining 
the salvage of Liberty Belle, and is currently working 

on a plan to 
repair it to fly 
again to honor 
our veterans, 
educate our 
youth and 
p r e s e r v e 
our aviation 
history.

The Foundation wants to thank everyone for the 
outpouring of support, and many are asking how they can 
help. The best help the Foundation could get right now 
is for you to join the Foundation and/or donate. Go to  
www.libertyfoundation.org. And, to stay updated, send 
an e-mail to FriendsOfTheBelle@libertyfoundation.org 

$50 ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS
• WWII Flight Training Museum card

• Quarterly museum newsletter 
• Free visits to the museum for your family and guests 

• Opportunity to help restore and maintain vintage aircraft 
• Honoring our veterans with your commitment 

• 10% discount on museum merchandise 
• Participation in special museum events

The 63rd Preservation Society is a 501c3 non-profit educational foundation. 
(Proceeds go toward museum maintenance)
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The WWII Flight Training Museum 
is a non-profit organization that 
is entirely funded by donation, 
grants and contributions. It is 

dedicated to sharing the story of the 
courage and spirit of the American 

men and women who became pilots 
during the Second World War. 

Our primary mission is to preserve, 
protect, develop and advance 

the understanding of our nation’s 
aviation training heritage through 
collections, research, exhibits and 

interpretation of the 63rd Flight 
Training Detachment. Our secondary 

mission is to try to maintain the 
heritage and as much of the 

historical integrity of the Raymond-
Richardson Aviation School 

as possible.

The WWII Flight Training Museum
No. 3 Airport Circle, Douglas, GA 31533 • 912-383-9111

 www.ww2flighttrainingmuseum.org

The WWII Flight Training Museum
No. 3 Airport Circle
Douglas, GA 31533

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Mail to:
The 63rd Preservation Society, Inc. 

WWII Flight Training Museum
P. O. Box 190 • Douglas, GA 31534

In December of 2003, a small group of local 
citizens interested in history, aviation and 
heritage preservation gathered together 
to both protect the site of the Raymond-
Richardson Aviation School in Douglas, 

Georgia, and to create and operate a 
historical museum that would tell the story of not only our 
community’s role in WWII, but also share the lives of the men and 
women who lived, worked and trained at the facility. Thus, the 
63rd Preservation Society was formed.

The WWII Flight Training Museum is operated by this non-profit  
organization and is entirely funded by donations, gifts and grants. 
We believe that the museum can make a great contribution to the 
preservation of our heritage and to the education of both children 
and the public in general.

Is it a future worth securing? We think so. We hope you do, too. 
Become a friend of the museum through membership and help 
us preserve WWII aviation’s beginnings.

YOU CAN HELP!

www.ww2flighttrainingmuseum.org

 sUMMeR/FaLL • 2011

 THE OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF THE 63RD PRESERVATION SOCIETY AND THE WWII FLIGHT TRAINING MUSEUM • DOUGLAS, GEORGIA

The schedule of events 
has not been finalized 
yet, but the activities 
planned for your visit 
will include 
lunch on the 
plaza and 

the base, the banquet at the Country Club, 
golf at the Country Club, visits to the Train 
Station and Okefenokee National Park, and, 
hopefully, another flight in the 
PT-17 or T-6. A wine and cheese 
reception at the Hampton Inn 
is also a great time for “war” 
stories and experiences by the 
“cadets”. See you in October!!

2011 Reunion of the 63rd AAF-FTD
16 - 21 October 2011 • Douglas, GA

Gen. Jimmy Doolittle’s granddaughter,  
Jonna Doolittle Hoppes, will be here the evening  

of 18 October to share some home tales about her  
World War II hero “Gramps”. You won’t want to miss this!



Most of the pilots trained at the Douglas airport 
during WWII were very young men just out of 

high school and college. The planes were very basic, 
with the height of simple instrumentation. By contrast, 
most of the civilian instructor pilots were much older 
men that had “cut their teeth” so to speak, on flying old 
WWI biplanes with little or no navigational aids.

When asked by one of the students, “What happens if 
that compass doesn’t work, or if I don’t trust it?” The 
old barnstormer replied to him, “Son, if that happens, 
find yo’self a farmhouse and look to see which way the 
privy is situated. They’s all built facin’ south as us 
folks likes to “shine” them Yankees when we doin’ our 
business?!” That statement may have been based on 
fact, as the south was so ravaged by that terrible war, 
there still remained animosity toward the north. 
Another good directional air was to find a cemetery, 
gravestones always face east.

When students had advanced to the point of their 
“solo”, they were cautioned, “Never take undue risk, if 
you put the airplane into a maneuver you cannot 
recover from after reasonable attempts, get out of it!”

One day while practicing stalls and spins, a cadet 
bailed out over a farmhouse somewhere on the west 
side of Douglas. A farmer’s wife was working in her 
backyard when she heard a commotion and someone 
uttering expletives. To her astonishment, she saw a 
man in a flight suit hanging by the risers on his 
parachute, trying to shake himself free from the limbs 
of a large pecan tree. He was close enough to the 
ground that she was able to cut him down with a 
butcher knife.

He walked out to a nearby highway and caught  
a ride that carried him back to the base.  
The Stearman had come out of 
the spin by itself and flew 
several miles, 
ran out of fuel, 
and landed 
c o m p l e t e l y 
intact in a 
corn field.

by Red Myersby Eda Sutcliffe Kenney, Education Director Airport StoriesMuseum Update

We wish to acknowledge the loss of our faithful 
friend and tireless museum library volunteer, 

Bob Scott. We extend our sympathy to his wife, Angie, 
who also contributed to our fundraising for the library. 
Danny Bradley’s next Curator’s Corner will feature some 
reminiscences of Bob to accompany his and Angie’s 
forthcoming donation of Aviation books to our library.

I invited Satilla Regional Librarian, Vanessa Adams, to 
meet with Danny and myself to help us better organize 
our library. Vanessa is a former University of Missouri 
Library staff member who has volunteered to assist us 
on her days off! 
We are grateful. 
As a result of 
this meeting, 
our Curator is 
fine tuning our 
already well 
d o c u m e n t e d 
inventory for 
easier access to 
the volumes on 
the shelves he 
made!

As a result of touring the Museum, a very motivated and 
gifted couple offered their volunteer help. In a short time, 
they have made much needed upgrades and repairs to the 
facility. They offered their help provided we respect their 
policy of doing volunteer work anonymously. We now 

have easy access to the barracks room display and the 
inspecting officer has hands and a haircut. 

Mrs. H. is currently working on hand fabricating 
noninvasive archivally-safe hangers for our uniforms – 
no more plastic! Mr. H. has begun the serious work on the 
potential display prep room in the unrestored section at the 

north end of the barracks. When the unrelenting 
100 degree plus temps subside, we will resume 
work in this presently non-airconditioned part 
of the building. This will enable us to develop 
and change temporary displays on site, and 
provide us with a professional archival artifact 
and document storage space as well.

Thanks to Douglas Municipal Airport Manager, 
Ken Floyd, for requesting that the city dig water 
drainage trenches at the building entrance. 
Ken said my photos of visitors approaching 
and leaving the building in ankle-deep water 
“nailed it.”

Our friend, M. Sgt. (retired) Ron Cox has located the 
shell of a “crab” for sale for $250. If you can make that 
donation for purchase, we can put it in the Link Trainer 
exhibit. 

Because the city of Douglas lost their server we 
were allowed to use, the Museum has not had 
internet service for several months. Hopefully, 
we will be restored to service through approval 
of the Board in the near future.
Please let me know by phone if you are able 
to make a tax-free donation for any of our 
expenditures. Your memberships and support 
of the Sponsor Board are what keeps us going. 
Thank you!

912-383-9111 - Museum
912-383-6651 - Eda Sutcliffe Kenney Home

Angie and Bob Scott volunteering at a Museum Book Sale fundraiser in 2008.

Vanessa Adams, Satilla Regional Librarian, meeting with our Curator, 
Danny Bradley, in our Paul Schlundt Library. They are upgrading the 
inventory records.

No more scenes like this as the city has trenched 
drainage areas around the barracks.

City of Douglas workers creating upgrades to prevent standing water 
around the building.

Jonna
Doolittle
Hoppes
grew up an Air Force 
Brat and developed a 
passion for preserv-
ing military and aviation history. 
She has written two books:   
“Calculated Risk: The Extraordinary 
Life of Jimmy Doolittle – Aviation 
Pioneer and World War II Hero”, a 

biography/memoir 
about her grandpar-
ents and “Just Doing 
My Job”, a collection 
of 19 stories from 
WWII. She works for 
the Department of 
Defense at Los Ange-

les AFB and has appeared on nu-
merous television programs in-
cluding the History Channel’s 
Man, Moment, Machine. We know 
you will enjoy her presentation.


