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The WWII Flight Training Museum 
is a non-profit organization that 
is entirely funded by donation, 
grants and contributions. It is 

dedicated to sharing the story of the 
courage and spirit of the American 

men and women who became pilots 
during the Second World War. 

Our primary mission is to preserve, 
protect, develop and advance 

the understanding of our nation’s 
aviation training heritage through 
collections, research, exhibits and 

interpretation of the 63rd Flight 
Training Detachment. Our secondary 

mission is to try to maintain the 
heritage and as much of the 

historical integrity of the Raymond-
Richardson Aviation School 

as possible.

The WWII Flight Training Museum
3 Airport Circle, Douglas, GA 31535 • 912-383-9111

 www.wwiiflighttraining.org
email: douglas63rd@windstream.net

The WWII Flight Training Museum
3 Airport Circle
Douglas, GA 31535

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

$50 ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS
• WWII Flight Training Museum card

• Quarterly museum newsletter 
• Free visits to the museum for your family and guests 

• Opportunity to help restore and maintain vintage aircraft 
• Honoring our veterans with your commitment 

• 10% discount on museum merchandise 
• Participation in special museum events

The 63rd Preservation Society is a 501c3 non-profit educational foundation. 
(Proceeds go toward museum maintenance)

Name:

Address:

City:               State:               Zip:

Email:

Phone number:

2012 63rd PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP

cut along dotted lines

Mail to:
The 63rd Preservation Society, Inc. 

WWII Flight Training Museum
P. O. Box 2770 • Douglas, GA 31535

In December of 2003, a small group of local 
citizens interested in history, aviation and 
heritage preservation gathered together 
to both protect the site of the Raymond-
Richardson Aviation School in Douglas, 

Georgia, and to create and operate a 
historical museum that would tell the story of not only our 
community’s role in WWII, but also share the lives of the men and 
women who lived, worked and trained at the facility. Thus, the 
63rd Preservation Society was formed.

The WWII Flight Training Museum is operated by this non-profit  
organization and is entirely funded by donations, gifts and grants. 
We believe that the museum can make a great contribution to the 
preservation of our heritage and to the education of both children 
and the public in general.

Is it a future worth securing? We think so. We hope you do, too. 
Become a friend of the museum through membership and help 
us preserve WWII aviation’s beginnings.

YOU CAN HELP!

Link Trainer items were recently donated to our museum by the  
390th Memorial Museum Foundation. They operate an excellent 
museum that is located on the grounds of the PIMA Air and Space 
Museum in Tucson, AZ. The group is dedicated to preserving the 
history/memory of the 390th Bomb Group (H) that flew 301 combat 
missions in B-17 Flying Fortresses out of Parham, England, during 
WWII. For more information on the 390th Bomb Group, visit 
www.390th.org.

The Link 
T r a i n e r 
parts were 
surplus to 
their needs 
and proved 
to be exactly what we needed in order to complete our display. The 
donation consisted primarily of instruments and controls for the 
operator’s desk, and the extremely rare plotter, or “crab”, which 
moved about on the desk, depicting the path that the cadet was 

negotiating on a large map. 
This generous donation 
should enable the WWII 
Flight Training Museum in 
Douglas to have a complete 
Link Trainer display, on 
par with the best aviation 
museums in the country. 

As a side note, Jerry Osadnick, 
a decorated command pilot 
with the 390th Bomb Group, 
was a cadet in Douglas, class 
of 1943-D. Paul Schlundt 
was his instructor. He went 
on for basic at Gunter and 
advance at Columbus, 
MS. He was a first pilot on B-17s at 
Sebring and later at Pyote, TX. He 
took his bomb training at Dalhart, 
TX. He was sent to England in the  
13th Combat Wing, 569th Bomb 
Squadron, 390th Bomb Group. For six 
months after D-Day, he landed in France to transport urgently needed 
supplies in and transport the wounded, prisoners, VIPs, etc., out.

Museum Receives Link Trainer Parts

  Top photo (left to right): George H. Piepont, Owen D. Petterson, Paul D. Schlundt, 
Arthur Orlowski, Jerry Osadnick, Adam Oppel. Center photo: Jerry Osadnick. 
Bottom photo: 13th Combat Wing, 569th Bomb Squadron, 390th Bomb Group.

THE WWII FLIGHT TRAINING MUSEUM WELCOMES THE RETURNING CADETS 14-18 OCTOBER 2012

We look forward to your return 

and to the fun we’re going to have!



by Eda Sutcliffe Kenney, Education Director – EmeritusMuseum Update

Farewell to Arms
It has been an honor and a pleasure during the past five years to tell 
the story of the 63rd detachment via the Museum and its carefully 
conceived exhibits. These were devised by the original curator, former 
board member, Coffee High School history teacher and author, Todd 
Womack. These exhibits provided me with the ability to develop an 
informative and subsequently, a very well received tour narrative.

Visitation has been very limited. Our recent demographic study by 
volunteer Josh Kerr, PhD., indicates that the visitation we do have is 
primarily the result of our one sign on the road and word of mouth! 
I hope that in the future, our previous efforts to get grant funding for 
expanded signage through the Magnolia Midlands Georgia Tourism 
Department will finally be forthcoming.

I am presently optimistic that those responsible for city promotional 
activity will now include the Base and Museum in all their outreach 
materials. Our own volunteer, Paul Duty, and myself arranged for 
a free one-half hour program to be filmed at the Museum Base 
and Hangar. For three months, the program was aired repeatedly 
on the Albany, GA, NBC affiliate whose demographic includes all  
of south central Alabama, southwest/central Georgia and north 
Florida. Don Brooks did a credible job as the interviewee for this 
informal documentary.

As I reported in my last Museum Update, the volunteer couple, 
the Harringtons, have effectively utilized the extensive research 
compiled by Douglas City Grant Writer and Museum Board 
member Ken Hayes, to submit the Base application to the State 
Historic Preservation Division. The state’s representatives met with  
Ken Hayes for an all-day intensive site visit. Their photographer 
recorded all the Base buildings and areas. They indicated to Ken that 
following approval by the state, the application will go through for 
National Historic Preservation status, probably on the highest top tier 
level due to its uniqueness in surviving without major destructive, 
catastrophic activity. 

In this regard, thanks goes out to Dwight Kirkland whose intervention 
and site assessment kept the base in contention for national 
recognition. He is a UGA graduate in Archaeology, with over thirty 
years of professional experience and is a “home town boy” whose 
family were early settlers in the area.

Dwight recommended that the city invite concerned professionals to 
for a Preservation Advisory Board for the Base. This is being done 
now according to Ken. I have recommended that it would be advisable 
for the city to hire a “professional historic resident site manager” 
for the Base. A retired pro from state or Federal employment could 
supplement their retirement income and live rent free in one of the 
currently unused updated residences, paying only utilities. This job 
should be advertised in the American Association of State and Local 
History job site to reach highly eligible, experienced and motivated 
candidates. In the meantime, it will remain incumbent on the board 
to determine that there remains at all times a responsible presence in 
the Museum during its current Friday and Saturday 11 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
open hours. They are aware that to have visitors greeted by a locked 
door and “Closed” sign spells certain death to any enterprise such as 
ours in this viral age.

I have every reason 
to believe that a 
current re-energized constituency exists to bring this 20th century 
landmark into the 21st. It can be promoted and repurposed while 
retaining its historical integrity to be a viable and even profitable 
entity. This is my greatest hope that I have initiated some semblance 
of appreciation for: responsible, basic historic preservation practice 
to this enterprise through the introduction of climate and humidity 
control, use of archival materials and the solicitation of professional 
advisement from the Georgia Historical Society. I am also pleased to 
have initiated and overseen the volunteer work to put the Museum’s 
north end’s unused space to use as a prep room and archival storage.

It was my observation that standing water was obstructing visitor  
entry to the Museum after every rain. The city responded to my request 
via the airport manager, Ken Floyd, to remediate this situation. Now 
the visiting groups (for whom I have written a pre tour formula) will 
have easier access.

Special Thanks to all the volunteers and the wonderful contributors, 
both near and far, who have understood and helped me in this 
incredible adventure. Blessings and Good Luck to All in the future.

                 ~Eda
On August 29, 2012, we were informed that our application for the 

Georgia Register of Historic Places has been approved, and we are now
under consideration for the National Register of Historic Places!

by Hugh T. HarringtonLt. Eugene W. Dingledine
Lt. Eugene W. Dingledine 

Class of 1943G
Pilot, Evader and POW

O      n the morning of May 1, 1944, 
Lt. Eugene W. Dingledine, did not 

know that his life was about to dramatically enter a new and 
terrible stage. He was about to be catapulted from 
being a B-17 pilot of the 339th Squadron, 96 Bomb 
Group, to a wanted man, hunted by the fearsome Nazi 
SS. He would never see his airfield at Snetterton Heath 
in Norfolk, again.

The target for today was the railroad marshalling yards 
at Metz, France. He took off in B-17G, 42-31152, with 
9 other crewmen. Twenty miles short of the target he 
lost an engine to flak but still dropped his bomb load 
on the target. On the return to England he lost another 
engine. Dingledine gave the order to bail out. They 
were near the Belgian town of Ath in Nazi occupied territory.

All landed safely. Four were quickly captured by German troops. 
Dingledine eluded the Germans with the aid of four teenagers on 
bicycles who directed him away from the area. A farmer’s wife took 
him in and hid him from searchers. The Belgian underground split 
Dingledine and the 5 other crewmembers into smaller groups and 
moved them around to various locations.

The crewmembers worked with the Resistance in sabotage 
operations. This went on for several months until the farmhouse 
where Dingledine, his bombardier D’Nuncio Streett and a Belgian 
resistance fighter Jean Meysman were staying was raided by Germans 
in the early hours of the morning. After a “short lived struggle,” all 
of them were “terribly beaten.” According to Streett “horrible and 
indescribable beatings were given to Jean Meysman. Before our very 
eyes, he was brutally beaten and so many guns fired promiscuously 
that we left Jean Meysman for dead… later I received somewhat the 
same treatment but certainly not half as much as that given to Jean.” 
Meysman, besides being “beaten to a pulp” was also shot in the leg. 
Dingledine mentioned one Belgian Nazi SS officer, identified later 
as Robert Verbelen, who kicked and hit all of them with a revolver, 
while threatening to shoot them. 

Incredibly, at the moment 
Dingledine thought they were to 
be killed by Verbelen, a Gestapo 
officer who spoke English entered 
the room and began questioning 
the Americans. It came out in 
the interrogation that this officer 
had lived before the war two 
blocks from Streett in New York 
City. Verbelen and the German 
officer argued over the fate of the 
Americans. “We owe our lives to a 
German member of the Gestapo,” 
said Dingledine.

Dingledine and Streett were taken 
to a prison for Belgian resistance 

fighters then to a series of prison camps. 
Toward the end of the war their captivity 
was upgraded to a POW camp. 

They were force marched 120 miles from a camp near Nuremburg to 
one at Moosberg where they were liberated in April 1945 by the 14th 

American Armored Division. Other than tailgunner Gerald Sorenson, 
the rest of his crew eventually returned to the United States. 

Sorenson joined the Belgian underground and actively participated 
in their operations against the Germans. As one of his crewmen 
expressed it, “Sorenson firmly believed in what we were fighting 
for. He would rather fight with the Belgians than to return home in 
safety. Only those who knew him can understand this.” Sorenson 
lived and was “adopted” into the Abeels family where he found 
security and friendship.

On September 3, 1944 the Germans were in full retreat with the 
British advancing behind them. Sorenson was part of an ambush 
in the village of Marcq-Les-Enghein on the road leading from Ath. 
As the ambush evolved, more Germans arrived on the scene. Jerry 
Sorenson and his friend Roger Abeels were killed. Thirty minutes 
later the British came up the road and liberated the town.

Sorenson was buried, with honors, in the Ganshoren cemetery. He 
was awarded Belgian decorations for bravery. After the war the 
American dead were gathered for burials in American cemeteries. 
Sorenson’s family requested that his remains be allowed to rest 
beside those with whom he had fought. 

In 1947 Robert Verbelen was tried, and convicted, in abstentia by a 
Belgian court for war crimes, including the treatment of Dingledine 
and Streett. He was sentenced to death. In the mid 1950’s Verbelen 
fled from Belgium to Austria where he was given citizenship. Austrian 
law prohibits extradition so he could not be taken to Belgium for 
trial. Verbelen died in 1990 at the age of 79, still a free man. 

Jean Meysman survived his savage beatings. At the age of 76 in 1984 
he gave evidence against Robert Verbelen. 

Eugene Dingledine died May 12, 2001 at the age of 81 and is buried 
in Glendale Cemetery, Washington, IL.

 At last, after a five-year wait, Ted Smith, volunteer 
warbird restorationist, succeeded overnight in crafting 
a door for the donation bomb bank. Thank you, Ted!

 	Five years ago, then curator, Todd Womack, invited 
me to help with some of the permanent exhibits he 
created for the museum. Ordered over the internet at a 
low priced, the male mannequins on arrival presented 
an amazingly bizarre appearance from their purple lips 
to their mauve eye shadow. It was my job as a volunteer 
to try to transform them into cadet-type young men.

  George Smith, 
Gerry Sorensen, 
Eugene Dingledine 
and Dick Streett 
as evaders and 
resistance fighters 
in Belgium in 1944

 Eugene W. 
Dingledine

 Eda gets her Stearman ride!

Eda… I’m sure gonna miss you!  
Thank you for all you have done
 for our Museum!
       ~ Weezie
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Best wishes, Eda!  Thank you for your service!




