
The Fighter Ace from Douglas
Lt. Kenneth Wise, 
Class of 1944-A
by Hugh T. Harrington

On March 25, 1945, Lt. 
Kenneth Wise shot down 

his first enemy aircraft, the 
formidable German Focke-Wulf 
109. The emotional surge of this 
victory must have been similar 
to what he felt on the day he first 
soloed at Douglas, Georgia.

After successfully passing 
through primary flight instruction 
at Douglas, he went on to Spence 
Field, graduating on January 7, 1944. In late December 
1944 he was assigned to the 353rd Fighter Squadron, 
354th Fighter Group, operating out of Rosieres-en-Haye, 
in eastern France. There he was assigned P-51D, tail 
number 44-64104, with the nickname of “Wano.” 

Twelve days after 
his first kill he 
downed another 
Fw-190. The 
Squadron moved 
eastward to a 
new airfield at 
Ober Olm, 
G e r m a n y 
on April 
8th. On the 
19th of the 
month Wise 
shot down two 
Fw 109s. 

His aerial combat skills reached their peak on 
April 26th when he achieved the remarkable feat of 
shooting down three enemy aircraft, all were Fw 
109s. Probably due to a lack of eyewitnesses to 

confirm the kills, he was credited with “only” one Fw 
109 for April 26th. 

On April 30th Adolph Hitler committed suicide and the 
war in Europe rapidly closed. 

Kenneth Wise was awarded the Distinguished Flying 
Cross and Air Medal with seven clusters. His total of 
five confirmed kills earned him the title of Ace. He was 
the last man in 354th Fighter Group to become an Ace.

 
After the war Wise remained in the 

Air Force during the Korean War. 
He obtained a degree from Rose 
Polytechnic Institution and 
was an electronic engineer. He 
passed away March 4, 1997 in 
Bradenton, Florida and is buried 

in Florida National Cemetery, 
Bushnell, Florida.

Mission 
stateMent

The WWII Flight Training Museum 
is a non-profit organization that 
is entirely funded by donation, 
grants and contributions. It is 

dedicated to sharing the story of the 
courage and spirit of the American 

men and women who became pilots 
during the Second World War. 

Our primary mission is to preserve, 
protect, develop and advance 

the understanding of our nation’s 
aviation training heritage through 
collections, research, exhibits and 

interpretation of the 63rd Flight 
Training Detachment. Our secondary 

mission is to try to maintain the 
heritage and as much of the 

historical integrity of the Raymond-
Richardson Aviation School 

as possible.

The WWII Flight Training Museum
3 Airport Circle, Douglas, GA 31535 • 912-383-9111

 www.wwiiflighttraining.org
email: douglas63rd@windstream.net

The WWII Flight Training Museum
3 Airport Circle
Douglas, GA 31535

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

$50 ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS
• WWII Flight Training Museum card

• Quarterly museum newsletter 
• Free visits to the museum for your family and guests 

• Opportunity to help restore and maintain vintage aircraft 
• Honoring our veterans with your commitment 

• 10% discount on museum merchandise 
• Participation in special museum events

The 63rd Preservation Society is a 501c3 non-profit educational foundation. 
(Proceeds go toward museum maintenance)

Name:

Address:

City:               State:               Zip:

Email:

Phone number:

2013 63rd PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP

cut along dotted lines

Mail to:
The 63rd Preservation Society, Inc. 

WWII Flight Training Museum
P. O. Box 2770 • Douglas, GA 31534

In December of 2003, a small group of local 
citizens interested in history, aviation and 
heritage preservation gathered together 
to both protect the site of the Raymond-
Richardson Aviation School in Douglas, 

Georgia, and to create and operate a 
historical museum that would tell the story of not only our 
community’s role in WWII, but also share the lives of the men and 
women who lived, worked and trained at the facility. Thus, the 
63rd Preservation Society was formed.

The WWII Flight Training Museum is operated by this non-profit  
organization and is entirely funded by donations, gifts and grants. 
We believe that the museum can make a great contribution to the 
preservation of our heritage and to the education of both children 
and the public in general.

Is it a future worth securing? We think so. We hope you do, too. 
Become a friend of the museum through membership and help 
us preserve WWII aviation’s beginnings.

YOU CAN HELP!
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by Sue HarringtonMuseum Activities by Carrol “Red” MyersA Look at Life During World War II
 Introduction by Weezie Barendse

In our last Cadet Flyer, we included 
an article written by Carrol “Red” 
Myers, “Life in Broxton During 

WWII”. His father worked at the 
airport and his mother on occasion sat in the 
small tower in Broxton and kept watch for 
any passing aircraft. She would log the time 
and type of plane if it could be determined. 
To aid in this process, 
she used silhouette cards 
and small black model 
airplanes in varying shapes 
of aircraft. This made her 
feel proud that in a small 
way she was helping the 
war effort.

Before the war ended 
she would see her 
husband and first-
born child go away 
to serve in it. Her 
other three sons also 
entered the service at 
subsequent intervals. 

Her son, Carrol 
“Red” Myers wrote 
the following poem 
about his service at 
Camp Wolters in 
Texas.

What’s Happening
 at the Museum

A big thank you to 
our volunteers who 
contributed to the cadet 
reunion late last year! 
Hank Haklin and Bob 
Hackett manned the grill 
at the hangar luncheon 
and, as usual, Celeste 
McCrory, along with 
assistance from Weezie Barendse, prepared 
a fantastic meal. Volunteers Cindy Clay, 
Sue Harrington, Hugh Harrington and 
Board members, Don Brooks, Chuck Giese, 
Danny Bradley, Jim Rimes, and Vic Suttles 
gave tours and educational talks to visitors, 
including Coffee County 5th graders who 
happened to visit during the reunion. 

Recently, volunteers have refurbished the Link 
Trainer display. Bob Hackett has done an 
incredible job restoring the desk, cleaning up 
recently donated dials and instrument panels, 
and installing the instrument panels and the 
conduit for the wiring to the “crab.” The Link 

Trainer parts were 
recently donated to our 
Museum by the 390th 

Memorial Museum 
Foundation. Judy 
Hackett cleaned the 
Link Trainer display 
area extensively 
(along with a huge 
part of the rest of 
the Museum) and 
made a new bellows 

skirt under the Link Trainer. 
Hank Haklin supplied an easel, and Hugh and Sue 
Harrington supplied an interpretive sign on the 
easel, which is located next to the Link Trainer. Sue 
Harrington has also added more signage around the 
Museum to better explain WWII flight training and 
some of the collection.

If you would like to volunteer, please let Sue 
Harrington know at sharring@windstream.net 
or 478-452-9758.

Camp Wolters Texas

In the hills of Palo Pinto,
In a place I used to know,

Stands an old post all in ruins,
It is there I long to go,

To walk again upon the sod
Where Heroes used to trod.

Thirteen would win the highest badge,
This nation can bestow,

For selfless acts of courage,
In conflicts long ago.

There was Murphy, Knight, and Carter,
Just to name a few,

That braved the fire of battle
In a way few others do.

I can almost hear those bugles, 
And cadence being called,

I long to see once more the Barracks,
Before the last one falls.

I miss the sound of reveille,
And taps at end of day,

Weekend passes, and trips to town
Where we used to go and play.

The proud old camp will soon be gone,
And only memories will remain, 

Of when she sent “boys” away to war
But “men” came home again.

Written by PFC Carrol C “Red” Myers 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE:    www.wwiiflighttraining.org

Sue Harrington has just become membership chairperson. 
This is a new position and she hopes to expand the number 
of our members, encourage more tax- deductible donations 
and improve acknowledgement of donations. If you have any 
comments or suggestions, please feel free to contact her at 
sharring@windstream.net or 478- 452- 9758.

  PFC Carrol C. Myers

  PFC Carrol C. Myers

  L-R, Cpl. Joe B. Teston, PFC Carrol C. Myers

 “Last Trip to Wolters” in 2001


