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With the German invasion of Poland and 
increased Japanese militarism in the 
Pacific in 1939, the US Army Air Corps 
finally decided to rapidly expand its 

pilot training capabilities. By the fall 
of France the following year, America was graduating over 
2,000 military pilots a year, but even with this increase it was 
still not enough for the Air Corps who then contracted with 
45 civilian flying schools by mid-1941 to provided primary 
training. The Raymond-Richardson Aviation School here in 
Douglas, Georgia was one of these airfields which helped 
produce a growing wave of combat ready airmen.

Originally called the College Airfield, the airstrip was owned 
and operated by neighboring two-year South Georgia  
Junior College and had opened back in 1927. In addition to 

a single grass strip, 
the airfield consist-
ed of just one small 
hangar barely large 
enough to hold a 
single plane. This 
structure stood 
just off the high-
way north of the 

later airbase and roughly across the road from the modern  

Holiday Inn Express. The airfield was used by Dixie Airways as  
a small flight school and as an unused auxiliary field. Through 
the Depression years of the 1930’s, the field was barely in use, 
but things would soon change.

Wesley Raymond, a pioneer of southern airfields and training 
schools, noticed the Douglas airfield while flying over it in 
the late 1930’s. Impressed with the small city and the possi-
bilities for its airfield, Raymond contacted a group of partners 
who had helped with similar training projects in Macon and 
other places. Together, they contracted with South Georgia 
College to provide 
a flying school for 
its students in 1939. 
When the US Army 
wished to expand its 
own pilot program in 
early 1941, Douglas’ 
Raymond-Richard-
son Aviation Com-
pany applied to be one of the new civilian operated Primary 
Flight Training Schools. Construction on the actual airbase 
buildings (new hangars, barracks, offices, classrooms, mess 
hall, and canteen) began during that summer and the first 
PT-17 Stearman Trainers arrived not long after. Looking a bit 
out of date in a war that would introduce the world to rock-
ets and jet power, these colorful Stearman bi-planes were a 
well built training aircraft. The first class of 60 cadets gradu-
ated just prior to the December 7th attack on Pearl Harbor.       
(continued in our next newsletter)

Flight Training and Douglas’ Role in 
WWII Highlighted in Museum - Part 1

by Todd Womack, Curator WWII Flight Training Museum



When Japan attacked Pearl Harbor, 
Robert Rosenthal enlisted in the 
United States Army and requested 
to be trained for combat as a pilot.  

We learned that he was a cadet in 
Douglas between March and May of 1942, where he logged 
60 hours in PT 17s. In August of 1943, he joined the 418th 
Squadron of the 100th Bombardment Group as a pilot and 
aircraft commander of a B-17 Flying Fortress crew.

In March of 1944, his crew, nicknamed “Rosie’s Riveters”, 
completed their 25-mission combat tour and returned to 
the United States, but Rosenthal extended his tour, 
eventually flying a total of 53 missions. Out of 13 B-17 flying 
fortresses on a mission over Muenster, Rosenthal’s was the 
only plane to return, missing two engines, the intercom 
and the oxygen system, and with a large ragged hole in the 
right wing.

We would like to know if anyone knew “Rosie”, what class 
he was in while in Douglas and if you know more about this 
highly-decorated pilot of the Eighth Air Force of the United 
States Army Air Forces in WWII, receiving 16 awards.

ROBERT “ROSIE” ROSENTHAL

COME CELEBRATE WITH US!

Mark your calendars!  Plans are being made to hold another 
reunion for the men and women who worked and trained 
at the facility here in Douglas. The original reunion was 
the seed that formed the 63rd Preservation Society and  
blossomed into the WWII Flight Training Museum.

The last reunion, held in October 2006, was a soaring success.   
It coincided with the grand opening of our World War II Flight 
Training Museum.

One of the most anticipated events of this reunion was the  
Stearman rides for the veterans. This will again be a highlight of this 
year’s reunion.  And Tom Reilly, who has his B-25J ”Killer B” based in 
Douglas, will donate rides for many of the returning veterans.  

See you in October!

Cadet Reunion Set for 
October 5th-10th, 2008

During World War II, the Army Air 
Force had 22 installations in the state 
of Georgia. Practically every type of 

aviation activity took place at these 
bases. Of the primary schools once operating, Douglas 
retains the most intact and unaltered set of structures 
dating to the war.

The WWII buildings in Douglas are the best examples of 
Army Air Corps training buildings in the state of Georgia 
and possibly in the entire southeast. Douglas is unique in 
that the majority of the buildings remaining at the airport 
are in good condition, in their original location and remain 
more or less unaltered. This is a remarkable feat and the city 
should be commended on their efforts to maintain them.

Douglas, Georgia

Army Air Forces Primary 
Training School

A calendar of museum events 
will be posted in our next newsletter.

GET READY FOR A FUN TIME!



With America’s entry into World War II, there was a serious 
shortage of military pilots. The Civilian Pilot Training Pro-
gram was devised in order to train the most pilots in the least 
amount of time. The United States Army Air Force contracted 
with the Raymond-Richardson Aviation School to provide 
primary ground and flight training for the 63rd Army Air 
Force Flight Training Detachment which was located on this 
field from 1941 through 1944.

Mr. Paul Schlundt of Evansville, 
Indiana, accepted a position of 
flight instructor and squadron 
commander with the school. His 
vast experience as a pilot and 
flight instructor helped to estab-
lish Douglas as one of the most ef-
ficient and safest flight schools in 
the program. Over nine thousand 
cadets who learned to fly in Douglas 
went on to fly every type of aircraft 
in every theatre of operations with 
the United States Army Air Force.

While instructing in Douglas, Mr. 
Schlundt met and married Tannie 
Hancock of Alma, Georgia. They had 
one son, Wayne, who was born while they lived in Douglas.  
This base was closed as the end of World War II approached.  
Mr. Schlundt and his family returned to his home in Indiana 
where he resumed his flying career. He served as pilot  
for Roscoe Turner of Nichols Construction Company, and 
eventually retired as chief pilot of Huber, Hunt, Nichols  
Construction which was a national concern.

Mr. Schlundt worked tirelessly for many years both before 
and after his retirement to research and document the history 
of the 63rd cadets, instructors and staff.  He compiled a ros-
ter of cadets for every class, plus a list of all instructors and as 
many base staff as possible. He then personally located and 
contacted as many of these people as possible in an effort to 
document their war and post war experiences. As thousands 

of former 63rd personnel were contacted,  
reunions were organized and return visits to 
the base in Douglas were started

The extensive database that Mr. Schlundt 
compiled and donated to the 63rd Preserva-
tion Society, Inc. of Douglas, coupled with 
thousands of visits by former 63rd personnel 
have helped local residents to better realize 
that the base and the 63rd are forever a 
proud part of local heritage. This small but 
important part of the war effort will be 
remembered, preserved and hopefully  
restored so that future generations might 
know the high price of freedom.

by Don Brooks
Founder of the 63rd AAFFTD Veterans Organization

Don Brooks recently acquired a PT-17 Stearman. Come see 
the trainer that the cadets of the 63rd learned to fly in.

The plane was found outside Atlanta.  It hadn’t flown in over ten years.  
Tom Reilly was sent to check her out and after a little maintenance and 
an inspection, gave an OK to fly her to Douglas.

Stan Bloyer, a very accomplished pilot 
of all sorts of warbirds, flew her back 
to Douglas just like they did in the 
40s, without the use any of today’s 
instruments.

We just need to make a few fabric repairs 
and give her the paint of the Army Air Force.

COME SEE OURS!



Mission stateMent

World War II and the experiences of our veterans defined 
and molded the United States like no other period in his-
tory.  For those of us enamored with warbird aviation, there 

is no better time to participate in 
warbird restoration. We will 
have the opportunity to inter-
act with those planes as a living 
tribute to those that sacrificed 
so much for our freedom.  We 
owe it to them to keep these 
aircraft and stories alive.

Volunteers are needed to learn warbird  
restoration in one of the hangars behind the museum.  
All experience levels are needed and encouraged to join 
us. You will gain an extended family and friendships that 
will last a lifetime.

In August 2004, eight miles 
south of its original crash site, 
B-17 #44-83790 was found on 
the bottom of Dyke Lake in 
Labrador, Canada. She was 
raised and brought to Douglas for restoration  
under the direction of Tom Reilly. Learn more about her 
history at www.b17labrador.com. 

We also have a P-40 E that is nearing completion. Drop by 
our hangar to see her, our Stearman, a couple of SNJs and 
a D-Day combat veteran, Don’s C-47 Dakota.

Want to 
Help Us
Keep ‘em 
Flying?

The WWII Flight Training Museum is a non-profit 
organization that is entirely funded by donation, grants and 

contributions.  It is dedicated to sharing  the story of the 
courage and spirit of the American men and women who 
became pilots during the Second World War. Our primary 
mission is to preserve, protect, develop and advance the 
understanding  of our nation’s aviation training heritage 

through collections, research, exhibits and interpretation of 
the 63rd Flight Training Detachment.  Our secondary 

mission is to try to maintain the heritage and as much of the 
historical integrity of the Raymond-Richardson 

Aviation School as possible.

In December of 2003, a small group of 
local citizens interested in history, avi-
ation and heritage preservation gath-
ered together to both protect the site 

of the Raymond-Richardson Aviation 
School in Douglas, Georgia, and to create and operate a his-
torical museum that would tell the story of not only our 
community’s role in WWII, but also share the lives of the 
men and women to lived, worked and trained at the facility. 
Thus, the 63rd Preservation Society was formed.

The WWII Flight Training 
Museum is operated by 
this non-profit organiza-
tion and is entirely funded by 
donations, grants and contributions. We believe 
that the museum can make a great contribution to the pres-
ervation of our heritage in the future, and to the education 
of both children and the public in general.

Is it a future worth securing?  We think so.  We hope you do, 
too. Become a friend of the museum through member-
ship… and get a chance win a 42” HDTV or $1,000 cash.  
Fill out the form below and return it to us along with your 
$50 membership.

Membership & Raffle

$50 ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS
• WWII Flight Training Museum card • Chance to win a 42” HDTV or $1,000 cash  

• Quarterly museum newsletter • Free visits to the museum for your family and guests 
• Opportunity to help restore and maintain vintage aircraft  

• Honoring our veterans with your commitment  
• 10% discount on museum merchandise • Participation in special museum events

The 63rd Preservation Society is a 501c3 non-profit educational foundation. 
(Proceeds go toward museum maintenance)

The WWII Flight Training Museum • No. 3 Airport Circle, Douglas, GA 31354
912-383-9111 • douglas63rd@accessatc.net

2008 63rd Preservation society 
MeMbershiP & raffle 
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