
Great people, great food, and great entertainment marked the 
annual reunion of our 63rd cadets in Douglas! The Tuesday 
lunch in the hangar was made even more memorable this year 
by the unveiling of the National Register of Historic Places 
plaque. Another highlight was the arrival of “The Movie” 
Memphis Belle, the B-17 that was used in the movie of the 
same name. Visitors were invited to get inside and get a feel 
for what being in a B-17 may have been like, while those who 
flew in them during the War were reminded of their past.

Adding to the excitement was the presence 
of Tom Reilly’s B-25 Killer B, with a ride 
given to three of our cadets who had special 
relationships with B-25s during the War. 
And once again our Stearman PT-17 flew 
all day long, giving rides to all who wanted 
one. Everyone had a wonderful time, and the 
cadets of the Douglas 63rd once again voted 
to come back next year.

We are looking forward to next October.

Mission 
stateMent

The WWII Flight Training Museum 
is a non-profit organization that 
is entirely funded by donation, 
grants and contributions. It is 

dedicated to sharing the story of the 
courage and spirit of the American 

men and women who became pilots 
during the Second World War. 

Our primary mission is to preserve, 
protect, develop and advance 

the understanding of our nation’s 
aviation training heritage through 
collections, research, exhibits and 
interpretation of the 63rd Flight 

Training Detachment. Our secondary 
mission is to try to maintain the 

heritage and as much of the 
historical integrity of the Raymond-

Richardson Aviation School 
as possible.

The WWII Flight Training Museum
3 Airport Circle, Douglas, GA 31535 • 912-383-9111

 www.wwiiflighttraining.org
email: douglas63rd@windstream.net
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The Perfect Christmas Gift! Why not give a Membership to the WWII Flight Training Museum 
to those on your list that are interested in WWII aviation, history and historic preservation.

Annual Douglas 63rd Reunion was a Big Success!

Carl J. Dykman
June 21, 1925 - 
December 17, 2013

Attendees and Douglas cadets at our 
reunions will be very sorry to hear 
of the passing of fellow cadet, Maj. 
Carl J. Dykman, USAF (Ret), class 
of 1945A. Carl and his wife, Teri, 
have attended several of our reunions 
and have always been enthusiastic 
supporters of the Museum and the 63rd 
Preservation Society. 

Carl entered the Army Air Corps as an 
aviation cadet in August of 1943. He 
served in Japan, Korea, and in the 1370th Photo-Mapping 
Wing at Turner AFB, GA. In 1962 Carl and his family went to 

Korea where he was assigned as an 
Advisor to the Republic of Korea 
Air Force. After 2 years he was 
assigned to fly C-130’s at McGuire 
AFB in NJ. Carl retired from the 
USAF in 1967. 

He was an extremely talented man: 
a teacher, missionary, musician, 
wood carver, and writer. In 2003 
he self-published his memoirs in 
“My Love Affair with Airplanes 
and other events in my life.” 
He donated copies of his book 
to the Museum to be sold as 
a fundraiser. His family has 
designated the 63rd Preservation 

Society, Inc. as one of the charities for memorial 
contributions. Carl was a delight to talk to and a man who gave 
of himself to others. Carl, you will be missed!

In Memoriam

www.wwiiflighttraining.org



Douglas Base Achieves National 
Register of Historic 
Places Status!

The Douglas base, including the World 
War II Flight Training Museum building, has been placed on 
the National Register of Historic Places as an “historic district.” 
Its official name is 63rd Army Air Forces Contract Pilot School 
(Primary).
 
The National Register of Historic Places is the official list of 
the nation’s historic places worthy of preservation. Authorized 
under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, it is part 
of a national program to coordinate and support public and 
private efforts to identify, evaluate, and protect our historic and 
archeological resources.

Our district is historically significant because it is an example 
of the flying schools that led to the mobilization and training 
of millions of Americans during World War II. It also reflects 
that period in this nation’s history when hundreds of training 
installations were rapidly formed to prepare to fight a war. The 

Douglas base is the most intact and 
unaltered WWII Army Air Corps 
pilot training school in Georgia, if 
not the U.S.

Our historic district is currently 
owned by the City of Douglas and 
includes the area within Airport 
Circle, the area to the east and 
south of the circle that is roughly 
bounded by Hwy 441 and Thomas 

H. Frier Drive, and the area to the west of the circle that contained 
the three original hangars, two of which remain.

Our National Register status should not be confused with State 
Historic Sites, which are owned and operated by the State, or with 
the National Historic Sites or Landmarks, which are sometimes 
owned by the federal government and are designated nationally 
significant historic places by the Secretary of the Interior because 
they aid in interpreting the heritage of the United States.

At the October reunion of cadets, Douglas Mayor James Dennis 
unveiled the plaque that now faces the Hwy 441 entrance. 
Congratulations to all of us on this achievement!

by Sue HarringtonVolunteer Report
Thanks go to the volunteers and board members who came out 
to help with the reunion. The tasks were too many to mention, but 
a big thank you goes to Celeste McCrory (who plans and creates 
the massive hangar lunch), Arlice Bell and Russell Glover (who 
did so much from the reunion planning side), Jim Rimes, Weezie 
Barendse, Denise Mortorff, Wes Abler, Hank Haklin, Bob and 
Judy Hackett, Hugh and Sue Harrington, Vic Suttles, Chuck 
Giese and Ken Hayes. Also thanks goes to Don Brooks and Tom 

Reilly who, among other things, provided planes for us to fly in!
Volunteer work around the Museum since the last newsletter is as 

follows: Judy Hackett did a massive cleaning before the reunion; 
Wes Abler, Jim Rimes, Hank Haklin and Bob Hackett painted the 
porch floor and trimmed; Hank and Bob also cleaned up the outside 
of the Museum; Judy and Sue Harrington refreshed and corrected 
some signage in the Museum; Hugh Harrington completed a quick 
learning docent’s manual.

Denise Mortorff, now working in our 
museum, is looking forward to working with 
the public, cadets and their families, and 
Board members. She would like to apply her 
research, outreach and presentation skills 
to benefit the effort in furthering the legacy 
of the 63rd FTD. Originally from Chicago, 
Denise grew up in Tampa and worked with 

the Public Library including their Florida Special Collections 
Department. She completed her Bachelor’s degree at BYU in 
Family Relations, also majoring in Humanities, then served as 
the Career Planning and Job Placement Officer for a Florida 
Community College. She attained a Master’s in Organizational 
Behavior from BYU’s Management School. Some of her primary 
research was for Procter & Gamble in their manufacturing sector.  
She was recruited into another Fortune 100 Company in San 
Francisco as an internal consultant. When it was time to raise 
a family, she then participated in community service roles as 
an elected Fire District Board Director, appointed as a member 

to Land Zoning – General Plan – Economic Development Task 
Force Committees – Grand Juror, a ballot proponent and more. 
After relocating to the central coast of California, she taught at a 
CA State University Business School for ten years.

Denise enjoys researching and presenting about family history. 
She has published in periodicals here and overseas. She enjoys 
helping people learn about their ancestors who served in the 
military having given presentations on this and other subjects. 
Her father served on Navy LCTs in WWII, mother as a Rosie the 
Riveter, grandfather in a WWI Artillery Division, her grandmother 
as a WWI Army Nurse, and a grandfather with the Navy at a 
skirmish in Vera Cruz. She has traced ancestor’s service further in 
the Civil War, the Revolutionary War, and colonial militia period.

Denise has two children, a son who recently graduated from the 
Univ. of Chicago. Law School and is now in Washington DC 
on a fellowship and a daughter attending college at BYU-Idaho 
majoring in art.

by Hugh T. Harringtonby Sue Harrington Dudley B. RoseNational Register of Historic Places
Dudley Rose

Transport 
Pilot, Douglas 

Class of 1943-J
Dudley B. Rose learned to fly at our base in Douglas. 
He was in the Class of 1943-J. After getting his wings he was 
attached to the 313th Troop Carrier Group, 48th Troop Carrier 
Squadron, Ninth Air Force.

He flew transport aircraft operating out of Folkingham 
Airfield, England. Shortly after 2 AM on the morning of 6 
June 1944, D-Day, seventeen members of the 82nd Airborne 
jumped into the darkness from his C-47 (#43-15176) onto the 

Contentin Peninsula as the invasion of France began.  
The following day he returned dropping reinforcements.

In September, he dropped more paratroopers near Arnheim and 
Nijmegen, Holland, as part of Operation Market Garden which 
was an unsuccessful Allied attempt to break through German lines 
and cross the Ruhr River (the film “A Bridge Too Far” chronicles 
the operation). In the days that followed he towed gliders with 
reinforcements into the same area.

On March 24 March 1945 Rose flew a C-46 (#44-77645) as 
part of Operation Varsity dropping 34 paratroopers of the 17th 
Airborne Division across the Rhine River in the last weeks of 
the war. Unlike the C-47, the C-46 did not have self-sealing fuel 
tanks. Rose’s aircraft was hit by enemy fire and made the run in 
with both wings on fire. The entire crew, and all the paratroopers 
except one, bailed out safely. Rose received the Distinguished 
Service Cross medal due to his heroics during this mission.

Dudley Rose lived in Madison, Georgia, and died in March 2010.

PLEASE THANK AND SUPPORT OUR CORPORATE MEMBERS!
Corporate members who recently joined or renewed: 

BP Products North America, Inc. • Clements, Purvis & Stewart • Fletcher Oil Company 
NAPA Sylvester Distribution Center • Robert Fender Chevrolet • Suttles & Associates • W. M. Lewis & Son

OUR MUSEUM HAS A NEW DOCENT… WELCOME DENISE MORTORFF!  
We are glad to have you join our family!

   L-R: Dudley Rose, unnamed, John Q. Sineath (instructor), James H. Perkoski, 
Byron E. Richardson, Charles E. Reasor

The Distinguished Service Cross is the second 
highest military award that can be given to 
a member of the United States Army/United 
States Army Air Forces, for extreme gallantry 
and risk of life in actual combat with an armed 
enemy force. The act or acts of heroism must 
have been so notable and have involved 
risk of life so extraordinary as to set the 
individual apart from his or her comrades.


