
The City of Douglas unveiled a plaque on 13 February 
to remember those lost on 12 November 2022 

at the Wings Over Dallas Airshow. 
The 63rd Preservation Society and 
the WWII Flight Training museum 

helped sponsor the Texas Raiders’ 
visit to Douglas last year.

 

Saturday, 12 November 2022, the B-17 Flying Fortress 
“Texas Raiders” and a P-63 Kingcobra were involved 
in a mid-air collision during the Wings Over Dallas 
Airshow. Both aircraft and all six crew members were 

lost. “Texas Raiders” and four of her crew were 
in Douglas 31 May - 2 June last year. During this 
time, hundreds of our community witnessed 
history in the skies over Douglas. Some flew 
on the aircraft. Many more toured the aircraft 
and interacted with the crew members. Kevin 
“K5” Michels, Dan Ragan, Leonard “Len” 
Root and Curt Rowe were among those lost. 
Though their time with us was short, we will 
always remember the “Texas Raiders” and the 
members of the Commemorative Air Force 
Gulf Coast Wing. Fair skies and tailwinds, you 
will be sorely missed.

The plaque hangs in the airport terminal near the west 
door and faces the open ramp where the “Texas Raiders” 
parked during the Douglas Warbird Expo last year.

Mission 
Statement
The WWII Flight Training Museum 
is a non-profit organization that 
is entirely funded by donation, 
grants and contributions. It is 

dedicated to sharing the story of the 
courage and spirit of the American 

men and women who became pilots 
during the Second World War. 

Our primary mission is to preserve, 
protect, develop and advance 

the understanding of our nation’s 
aviation training heritage through 
collections, research, exhibits and 
interpretation of the 63rd Flight 

Training Detachment. Our secondary 
mission is to try to maintain the 

heritage and as much of the 
historical integrity of the Raymond-

Richardson Aviation School 
as possible.

The WWII Flight Training Museum
3 Airport Circle, Douglas, GA 31535 • 912-383-9111

 www.wwiiflighttraining.org
email: douglas63rd@windstream.net

The WWII Flight Training Museum
3 Airport Circle
Douglas, GA 31535

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Please visit our 
website and click on 
"About Us" for more 
information about  

becoming a member 
of the Douglas 63rd 

Preservation Society!

www.wwiiflighttraining.org

YOU CAN 
HELP!

THE PERFECT GIFT!
A Membership to the WWII Flight Training  

Museum would make a great gift any time of 
year for those on your list that are interested in 

WWII aviation, history and historic preservation.
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On 15 December 2022, the daughter 
of Captain Carl R. Wildner, navigator 
for Plane #2, Doolittle Raiders, visited 
the Museum and looked at the B-25 in 
the hangar.

NEW PROFILE SHEET 
The Georgia WWII Heritage 
Trail released a new profile 
sheet dedicated to aviation. 

Sites showcased include 
the CAF Airbase Georgia, 

Museum of Aviation, 
Georgia Aviation Hall of 
Fame, National Museum 

of the Eighth Air Force and 
the WWII Flight Training 
Museum. The next profile 

sheet will involve sites 
that provided training in 
wartime skills, i.e., pilots, 

aircraft mechanics, soldiers, 
paratroopers, ship builders, 

radar operators and 
plane spotters.

After meeting Tim Oliver, one of our docents at the 
Gopher Tortoise Festival last November, the “Wood 
Couple”, Quincy and Kelly Smith from Naylor, GA, 
donated one of their custom wooden flags. The flag 
honors all who learned to fly here and went on to fly 
the B-17 Flying Fortress. We are honored to have it. 
Come by and see it along with our other exhibits.

The City of Douglas received a 
request from Mr. Cleon Knight to 
make a long term loan of a Smith 
and Wesson .22 caliber revolver 

carried by his great grandfather, 
Mr. Fred Mansfield Brayden, as a guard 
at the Flight Training 
Base in the 1940s. A 
special thanks goes 
to Mr. Knight for 
bringing attention to 
a group of people who 
worked on the airbase 
and were overlooked 
over the years. A display 
to honor the airbase 
guards is planned for 
our Museum.

Custom Wooden Flag Now on 
Display at the Museum

A Display to Honor Airbase 
Guards is Planned for Museum

Wings & Things Festival & Fly-In
On 29 April the Douglas Municipal Gene Chambers 
Airport and our Museum will host the Douglas-Coffee 
County Chamber of Commerce “Wings & Things 
Festival and Fly-In”. The goal is to renew interest in 
the airport and our great WWII heritage. It will feature 
static displays of taildragger and warbird aircraft, 
military vehicles, classic cars and WWII reenactors 
from Company C, 63rd Signal Battalion.

 Captain Carl R. Wildner

Ed Coleman Named Chairman for the Georgia WWII Heritage Trail
Ed Coleman from the 63rd Preservation Society and 
the WWII Flight Training Museum was named the 
Chairman for the Georgia WWII Heritage Trail for 2023 
on 23 January. Our Museum is one of ten partners on 

the Georgia WWII Heritage Trail which was launched 
in February 2021 to raise public awareness of Georgia’s 
rich WWII history and the sites dedicated to preserve 
that history.

Welcoming a Special Visitor to the Museum


