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The WWII Flight Training Museum 
is a non-profit organization that 
is entirely funded by donation, 
grants and contributions. It is 

dedicated to sharing the story of the 
courage and spirit of the American 

men and women who became pilots 
during the Second World War. 

Our primary mission is to preserve, 
protect, develop and advance 

the understanding of our nation’s 
aviation training heritage through 
collections, research, exhibits and 
interpretation of the 63rd Flight 

Training Detachment. Our secondary 
mission is to try to maintain the 

heritage and as much of the 
historical integrity of the Raymond-

Richardson Aviation School 
as possible.

The WWII Flight Training Museum
3 Airport Circle, Douglas, GA 31535 • 912-383-9111

 www.wwiiflighttraining.org
email: douglas63rd@windstream.net

The WWII Flight Training Museum
3 Airport Circle
Douglas, GA 31535
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$50 ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS
• WWII Flight Training Museum card

• Quarterly museum newsletter 
• Free visits to the museum for your family and guests 

• Opportunity to help restore and maintain vintage aircraft 
• Honoring our veterans with your commitment 

• 10% discount on museum merchandise 
• Participation in special museum events

The 63rd Preservation Society is a 501c3 non-profit educational foundation. 
(Proceeds go toward museum maintenance)

Name:

Address:

City:               State:               Zip:

Email:

Phone number:

2018 63rd PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP

cut along dotted lines

Mail to:
The 63rd Preservation Society, Inc. 

WWII Flight Training Museum
P. O. Box 2770 • Douglas, GA 31534

In December of 2003, a small group of local 
citizens interested in history, aviation and 
heritage preservation gathered together 
to both protect the site of the Raymond-
Richardson Aviation School in Douglas, 

Georgia, and to create and operate a 
historical museum that would tell the story of not only our 
community’s role in WWII, but also share the lives of the men and 
women who lived, worked and trained at the facility. Thus, the 
63rd Preservation Society was formed.

The WWII Flight Training Museum is operated by this non-profit  
organization and is entirely funded by donations, gifts and grants. 
We believe that the museum can make a great contribution to the 
preservation of our heritage and to the education of both children 
and the public in general.

Is it a future worth securing? We think so. We hope you do, too. 
Become a friend of the museum through membership and help 
us preserve WWII aviation’s beginnings.

YOU CAN HELP!

WinteR • 2017-2018
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A great time was had by 
all at this year's Cadet 
Reunion in October!

  A Look Back – L-R: Bill Manchester, Paul Hawkins, John Herrmann, 
Guy Alley.

  L-R: Guy Alley, John Herrmann, Bill Manchester, Paul Hawkins.

Museum Visitors
The great granddaughters of 
63rd AAF-FTD flight instructor 
Squadron Commander Paul 
MF Walker came to visit the 
Museum. Morgan Gail McGuirt 
is 10 years old, Miranda Walker 
McGuirt is 5. They are residents 
of Buford, Georgia.



William John Skinner was born in 
Springfield, Mass. on July 11, 
1918. He underwent Primary 
Flight Training in Douglas, Ga; 
Basic Flight Training in 
Greenville; and Advanced Flight 

Training at Craig Field. He then went on to fly Spitfires 
in North Africa and Italy during the war for the 31st 
Fighter Group. He flew 155 missions and is credited with 
three Me-109s destroyed. Below is Lt. Skinner talking 
about his Spitfire and Mustang experience. (Excerpt and 
pictures from "Fighter Command" by Jeffery L. Ethell 
and Robert T. Stand)

"Our Spitfires and the 
P-51B's that replaced 
them had the same 
Rolls-Royce Merlin 
engine, but the P-51 
had a laminar flow 
wing which gave it 
10mph more speed 
straight and level and 
much greater fire power 
with the .50 caliber 
machine guns. When 
strafing a target with the 
Mustang it seemed like I'd never run out 
of ammunition while the Spit had 120 
rounds each for the two cannons and 350 
for each .303, which was a good gun but 
didn't have much power. But the Spit 
had excellent maneuverability and rate 
of climb and no restrictions on 
maneuvers performed. The British 
never gave us any flight manuals, just 
word of mouth. We'd ask these guys 
what we could or couldn't do and they'd say, 'Hell, you 
can do anything you want…straight down, full throttle…
put your feet on the upper rudder pedals and pull back as 
hard as you can. Nothing's going to happen.' You couldn't 
do that with any other plane. 

However, the Spit was short-ranged, even with the 
90-gallon auxiliary belly tank. It was good for escorting 
A-20s, B-25s, B-26s, but we didn't have the range to 
escort heavy bombers, and that where the '51 came in. 
For the average fighter pilot, if you got in trouble, you 

were better off in the Spit than the '51. Your chance of 
surviving were better because you could maneuver out of 
tight spots. I got in a situation where I was tangling with 
six Me-109s and I didn't get a bullet hole in the plane. 
Four I could keep track of…they bounced us when I was 
flying on a friend's wing. My radio was out and I kept 
trying to tell him these guys were coming in…I just 
couldn't wait any longer so I broke into them. We went 
head-on for several passes and I got a couple of hits on 
one of them but it didn't seem to bother him too much. 
We finally broke it off. I wasn't too happy or too 
comfortable as I would have been in a '51.

The Spitfire was a fun plane to fly, there was 
nothing to worry about. It looked nice, it felt 
nice, it flew nice, it didn't take very long 
before you felt comfortable in it. The narrow 
landing gear didn't seem to make a difference 
on landing, the AT-6 was much worse. The 
Spit had no tendency to ground loop. The 
pilots in my squadron weren't too happy 

about giving up their Spits 
for '51s. They were used to 

the Spit and knew what it 
would do while the 

Mustang was 
sort of an 
unknown thing. 
Unfortunately, 
the 31st Group 
had to build up 
P-51 time on 
mission without 
any real 
transition…thats 
not really the 
place to learn your 
limitations. But 

they were looking forward to the '51 in another way 
because it had range. After all, we were fighter pilots and 
we wanted so much to get into a fight. Flying patrol so 
much and never getting into a dogfight could get pretty 
old, the '51 assured you were going to run into something 
on almost every mission. You had a well-built plane, 
good firepower, the range, and if you kept your head up 
and didn't let the Germans get behind you, your chances 
of surviving were pretty good."

John Featherstone, son of 63rd FTD cadet Daniel 
Featherstone, recently visited the museum from 
Michigan and left some pictures and information 
on his father, a cadet in class 43-G.

John also brought letters his father wrote which he 
promised to scan and send the museum copies 
with the option of choosing one or more 
originals to display. He also said he would 
provide a synopsis of Daniel's military life 
during WWII derived from information in the 
letters. John never really knew his father as he 
died when John was very young in 1964. 
Through the letters and pictures, he is getting 
to know him. John has a brother age 67. 

Daniel Featherstone was in the 10th Airforce 
in the CBl theater.

Lt. William John Skinner

Daniel Featherstone – Class 43G

  Bill Skinner's 
Wingman & Spitfire

 Class 43-G, Sqd. A

 Lt. Bill Skinner

Our volunteer of the month is Celeste 
McCrory, who is the person who 
makes our cadet reunions a success. 
She plans, buys, and creates the 
tasty food for our cadet 

luncheon - a mighty big job! 
Never quite knowing how many are going to show 
up for the lunch, she has fed as many as 120 hungry 
cadets, family members, members of the Douglas 63rd 
Preservation Society, city employees, and entertainers. 
She also provides the decorations for the hangar and 
helps make the entire luncheon a success. As if that is 
not enough, she helps behind the scenes in other ways, 
such as driving to Jacksonville, FL to pick up a cadet 
flying into the airport there. Thank you, Celeste, for 
your tireless and continuing effort each year.

Volunteer of the Quarter - Celeste McCrory

  Charles Bogar, David Evert, O.E. Pierce (instructor), and Daniel 
Featherstone

  Keith Jenkins, Daniel Featherstone, Bob Johnson 
(The "Three Amigos" as Jenkins and Johnson 
are in a number of pictures with Featherstone. 
Johnson is listed as William R. on the museum's 
website.)

  Daniel Featherstone 
in his flight gear


