
The Liberty Foundation is excited to 
report that it has been chosen to be 
the new home of the B-25 "Executive 
Sweet". The American Aeronautical 

Foundation (AAF) out of Camarillo, 
California has toured the aircraft for over three decades, 
doing the same thing that the Liberty Foundation has done 

in order to honor our veterans, keep an iconic WWII aircraft
flying and help the current generation to learn/appreciate the 
great sacrifice that resulted in the freedom that we enjoy. The 
AAF decided that they no longer wanted to carry the total 
load to tour and maintain the aircraft, so they contacted a 
number of prospects that might best continue their long-time 
mission. The Liberty Foundation was ultimately selected and 
the plane, support equipment and spares have officially been 
transferred. 

The aircraft made its first stop in Lake Charles where it 
was stripped, primed and painted compliments of Delta 
Airlines. The next stop was Douglas, GA where Tom Reilly 
is conducting a thorough inspection of all primary systems. 
The plane is in great shape but, while it is down getting all of 
our paperwork in order and while going through the lengthy 
process to get it added to our tour permit, we can take the 
time to go beyond what is required during a normal annual 
inspection. 

The Liberty Foundation Board of Directors has made the 
decision to make the plane's former home in Camarillo our 
West Coast base. Once on the tour permit, we plan to start 
our national tour in Southern California. The tour would 
start from Camarillo and go south initially, returning to 
Camarillo for any needed repairs or inspections. It would 
then proceed north making stops all the way to Seattle, then 
head east working its way across northern U.S. until it gets 
to the east coast. A turn to the south working all the way to 
Florida, then west and eventually ending up the tour back 
in Camarillo. We are delighted that the B-25 will allow The 

Liberty Foundation to continue its 
mission and look forward to working 
with the great volunteers of the 
AAF. Once all mechanical work is 
completed in Douglas, the plane will 
fly back to Lake Charles to receive 
its nose art and military markings. 
A special thanks to Delta and 
Landlocked Aviation for the paint 
job, and control surface recovering 
by Bruce Beard.

Mission 
Statement
The WWII Flight Training Museum 
is a non-profit organization that 
is entirely funded by donation, 
grants and contributions. It is 

dedicated to sharing the story of the 
courage and spirit of the American 

men and women who became pilots 
during the Second World War. 

Our primary mission is to preserve, 
protect, develop and advance 

the understanding of our nation’s 
aviation training heritage through 
collections, research, exhibits and 
interpretation of the 63rd Flight 

Training Detachment. Our secondary 
mission is to try to maintain the 

heritage and as much of the 
historical integrity of the Raymond-

Richardson Aviation School 
as possible.

The WWII Flight Training Museum
3 Airport Circle, Douglas, GA 31535 • 912-383-9111

 www.wwiiflighttraining.org
email: douglas63rd@windstream.net

The WWII Flight Training Museum
3 Airport Circle
Douglas, GA 31535

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Please visit our 
website and click on 
"About Us" for more 
information about  

becoming a member 
of the Douglas 63rd 

Preservation Society!

www.wwiiflighttraining.org

YOU CAN 
HELP!
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31 May - 2 June 2022
“Texas Raiders Days" 

History came alive when some 
of the most iconic aircraft flown 

in WWII made a stop in Douglas. It’s been over 75 years 
since the B-17 Flying Fortress “Texas Raiders” lifted into 
the skies over Europe — protecting this nation.

“To see these planes that actually preserved our freedom 
that’s just a remarkable feeling”, said Mayor Tony Paulk.  
That feeling was made possible by the Commemorative 
Air Force. They travel across the country to give this 
experience to communities.

“We fly them so that we can go 
to communities instead of being 
stuck in a museum where people 
would have to come to us. We 
take the B-17 to the people,” said 
Len Root, Pilot/Trainer for the 
Texas Raiders. “To experience 
things by crawling through and 
seeing how rudimentary things 
were for the crew. I think it 
opens peoples eyes.”

The stop in Douglas was part 
of the CAF’s seven-city tour 
of historic planes to 
introduce the 10-site 
WWII Heritage Trail. 
This private, nonprofit 
trail highlights cities 
in the state that played 
significant roles in the 
war. Cockpit tours and 
rides  were available 
and a good time was 
had by all.

The B-17 Texas Raiders is marked as a B-17G of the 381st 
Bombardment Group. Activated in October 1942, the 381st 
was stationed as part of the 8th Air Force in Ridgewell, 
England. Among the cadets who trained here in Douglas 
at least 16 that we know of went on to serve in the 381st:

Cadets in the 381st 
Bombardment Group

Warbird Expo Comes to Douglas; Shining a Light on WWII History

Warbird News - Article and Video Worth Checking Out!

Tech Sgt. George M. Balmore  
Radio Operator 

Lt. Col. Robert A. Bennett 
B-17 pilot 

Maj. Ray Boone 
B-17 pilot 

Lt. Frederick L. Dill 
B-17 co-pilot 

Lt. James J. Garrahan 
B-17 Bombardier 

Capt. Alonzo W. Goodwin, Jr. 
B-17 pilot 

Lt. Charles E. Hedin 
B-17 pilot 

Lt. Lawrence H. Maschhoff 
B-17 pilot 

Lt. Donald P. McMullen 
B-17 pilot 

Lt. Connors C. Meyers III 
B-17 pilot 

Lt. Roy H. Pendergist 
B-17 pilot 

Lt. Henry Putek 
B-17 pilot 

Lt. James C. Schomburg 
B-17 pilot and co-pilot 

Lt. Bernard Segman 
B-17 co-pilot 

Lt. Francis E. Stultz 
B-17 pilot

Lt. Philip R. Saccomano 
B-17 pilot

Here is an article and a video you will surely enjoy.

Go to AOPA.org. Then to the News & Media heading. 
Search “Down South Training” - 1 July 2022 and you 
will find an article on our base and Douglas.

Also, be sure to go to YouTube and search “Landlocked 
Aviation - WWII Douglas C-47 Refinishing”. It's a 
very nice video on the refinishing of our C-47 “Chalk 
40”. This is the same company that refinished our B-25 
“Executive Sweet”.

THE PERFECT GIFT!
A Membership to the WWII Flight Training  

Museum would make a great gift any time of 
year for those on your list that are interested in 

WWII aviation, history and historic preservation.


