
Major Piepenbring’s grandfather was a 
cadet with the 63rd FTD. The logbook 
in the photo shows his first flight was 
on 13 September 1944 and soloed 30 

September 1944 after eight hours of dual 
flight instruction. The following article was written following 
our Open House in December.
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MOODY AIR FORCE BASE, Ga. --  
Family has an immense impact on children as they grow 
up. They can shape a person and influence them to go 
down a certain path in adulthood; this was the case for one 
Flying Tiger.

Maj. Will Piepenbring, 23rd Fighter Group assistant director 
of operations, comes from multiple generations of service 
members who led him to aviation. He got his love of aviation 
and influence from his grandfather to a living history event 
in Douglas. His grandfather was enlisted in the U.S. Army Air 
Corps and became a commissioned World War II veteran, 
inspiring Will to be who he is today.

“I’d definitely say that my granddad had an influence in my 
decision to go into aviation,” he recalled of his grandpa. 
“He would always get me Air Force magazines or fighter jet 
magazines when I was a little boy and go through them with 
me. He took me to my first air show at Charleston Air Force 
Base. He was someone I could look up to.”

Piepenbring, an A-10C Thunderbolt II pilot with 
approximately 1,900 hours,  continues to look up to his 
grandfather every day, even after his passing six years ago. 
He has a framed photo above his desk in the 23rd FG with his 
grandfather’s service photo, pilot training certificate and a 
page from his grandfather’s flight log book.

Piepenbring’s aunt Marty is considered the family historian 
and gifted Will with Army memorabilia years ago, from retired 
2nd Lt. Richard Piepenbring’s time in service, leading him to 

do some research of his own. After finding his grandfather’s 
flight log book, he visited Douglas, Georgia, which contains 
a WWII Flight Training Museum that was once occupied by 
the 63rd Flight Training Detachment, Douglas Army Airfield, 
where his grandfather served as a PT-17 Stearman pilot. 

Piepenbring, who has served a majority of his nearly 12 years of 
service at Moody, continues to look up to his grandfather and 
frequently visits the WWII museum, where his grandfather 
served with the 63rd FTD as a pilot at then Douglas Army 
Airfield in 1944. 

“It is still very cool to walk the grounds where my grandfather 
first learned how to fly,” Piepenbring said. “Not only that, 
but being at Moody and flying in the same air space that he 
first learned how to fly (the PT-17 Stearman) —it’s extremely 
surreal. I almost feel like he is flying with me every day. I feel 
so lucky to be stationed so close to Douglas.”

Piepenbring said he plans to continue flying the A-10C 
Thunderbolt II warthawgs as long as he can. Once he retires, 
he plans to move near his family and enjoy living life.

“I love being down here in the south and close to family and 
obviously flying in granddad’s airspace,” he said.

Mission 
Statement
The WWII Flight Training Museum 
is a non-profit organization that 
is entirely funded by donation, 
grants and contributions. It is 

dedicated to sharing the story of the 
courage and spirit of the American 

men and women who became pilots 
during the Second World War. 

Our primary mission is to preserve, 
protect, develop and advance 

the understanding of our nation’s 
aviation training heritage through 
collections, research, exhibits and 
interpretation of the 63rd Flight 

Training Detachment. Our secondary 
mission is to try to maintain the 

heritage and as much of the 
historical integrity of the Raymond-

Richardson Aviation School 
as possible.

The WWII Flight Training Museum
3 Airport Circle, Douglas, GA 31535 • 912-383-9111

 www.wwiiflighttraining.org
email: douglas63rd@windstream.net

The WWII Flight Training Museum
3 Airport Circle
Douglas, GA 31535

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Please visit our 
website and click on 
"About Us" for more 
information about  

becoming a member 
of the Douglas 63rd 

Preservation Society!

www.wwiiflighttraining.org

YOU CAN 
HELP!
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A Family History - Maj. Will Piepenbring 
and grandfather, Lt. Richard Piepenbring



Our 4 December 2021 
Open House at the 
WWII Flight Training 
Base and Museum was 
a big success. After a 
foggy start to the day, 
we enjoyed perfect 
weather and a crowd of 
over 300 people. Some 
had their own stories 
of how they and their 
families were connected 
to the Air Base and the 
63rd Flying Training 
Detachment. Others 
were in awe when seeing 
and hearing what life 
in Douglas was like for 
those who worked and 
served at the Air Base.

Company C 63rd Signal 
Battalion WWII Living 
History brought US 
Army, Navy, Air Corp, 
and Coast Guard displays 
for all to enjoy and hear 
about life during the War. 
Some of the re-enactors 
bivouacked overnight 

much like their fathers and grandfathers did nearly eighty 
years ago in battlefields around the globe. Also present was 
a display of German weapons. The Wehrmacht re-enactors 
provided a detail explanation on how Germany’s weapons 
evolved due to wartime shortages caused by Allied bombings. 
We would like to offer a special thank you to Col. Sean 
Baerman, the 23rd Fighter Group Commander at Moody AFB 
for filling the skies over Douglas with two A-10C Thunderbolt 
II aircraft from the 74th Fighter Squadron “Flying Tigers”. 
The aircraft and aircrew added a special 
dimension to the day. We look forward to 
hosting other events in the months to come.

Presented by the Commemorative Air Force, the B-17 Flying 
Fortress Texas Raiders is one of only a few remaining that 
are actively flying in the U.S. today. This aircraft was the first 
Flying Fortress to be restored solely for the sake of education 
and use as a flying museum, and is an accurately restored 
B-17, bristling with machine guns and featuring period-
specific equipment.

Hosted by the Douglas Municipal Gene Chambers Airport, 
the visiting aircraft will also include the popular SNJ / T6 
Texan advanced trainer in which thousands of airmen trained 
for combat, and a twin engine C-45 Expeditor in which the 
whole family can fly together. All three warbirds are notable 
for their historic importance and level of restoration 

The public is invited to enjoy onboard tours and warbird 
flights with the aircraft crews beginning Tuesday, 31 May. 
Admission to the event is $10 per adult, $5 for children under 
12, and $20 for a family of up to five and includes access to all 
the aircraft for cockpit tours.

Warbird flights start as low as $100 for the Navy transport, 
and $380 on the advanced trainer. Seats on the B-17 start 

at $495. Ground tours will be conducted from 2:00 - 4:00 
p.m. on Tuesday and from 10:00 to 4:00 on Wednesday and 
Thursday, excluding flying times.

Those who wish to fly can call 855-FLY-A-B17 (1-855-359-2217) 
or reserve online at B17TexasRaiders.org or see more on 
Facebook.com/B17TexasRaiders. Expo is also made possible 
by local donations, the City of Douglas Air Base Preservation 
Committee, the 63rd Preservation Society, and the Georgia 
WWII Heritage Trail www.georgiawwiitrail.org.

The 63rd Preservation 
Society proudly took part 
in last year’s Pearl Harbor 
Remembrance Day Event 

at the Douglas-Coffee 
County Veterans Park. While 

fog grounded the flyover, the PT-17 sat proudly 
much like the nearly 200 aircraft that once filled 
the tarmac at the Douglas 63rd. At the end of the 
event as a bugler played Taps, our Nation’s flag was 
lowered to half-staff to honor those lives lost 80 
years ago at Pearl Harbor and the late Senator Bob 
Dole, WWII combat veteran and public servant.

THE PERFECT GIFT!
A Membership to the WWII Flight Training  

Museum would make a great gift any time of 
year for those on your list that are interested in 

WWII aviation, history and historic preservation.

Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day EventWWII Flight Training Base and Museum Open House

Georgia Warbird Expo  •  31 May - 2 June 2022


