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The WWII Flight Training Museum 
is a non-profit organization that 
is entirely funded by donation, 
grants and contributions. It is 

dedicated to sharing the story of the 
courage and spirit of the American 

men and women who became pilots 
during the Second World War. 

Our primary mission is to preserve, 
protect, develop and advance 

the understanding of our nation’s 
aviation training heritage through 
collections, research, exhibits and 
interpretation of the 63rd Flight 

Training Detachment. Our secondary 
mission is to try to maintain the 

heritage and as much of the 
historical integrity of the Raymond-

Richardson Aviation School 
as possible.

The WWII Flight Training Museum
3 Airport Circle, Douglas, GA 31535 • 912-383-9111

 www.wwiiflighttraining.org
email: douglas63rd@windstream.net

The WWII Flight Training Museum
3 Airport Circle
Douglas, GA 31535
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$50 ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS
• WWII Flight Training Museum card

• Quarterly museum newsletter 
• Free visits to the museum for your family and guests 

• Opportunity to help restore and maintain vintage aircraft 
• Honoring our veterans with your commitment 

• 10% discount on museum merchandise 
• Participation in special museum events

The 63rd Preservation Society is a 501c3 non-profit educational foundation. 
(Proceeds go toward museum maintenance)

Name:

Address:

City:                State:                Zip:

Email:

Phone number:

2021 63rd PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP

cut along dotted lines

Mail to:
The 63rd Preservation Society, Inc. 

WWII Flight Training Museum
P. O. Box 2770 • Douglas, GA 31534

In December of 2003, a small group of local 
citizens interested in history, aviation and 
heritage preservation gathered together 
to both protect the site of the Raymond-
Richardson Aviation School in Douglas, 

Georgia, and to create and operate a 
historical museum that would tell the story of not only our 
community’s role in WWII, but also share the lives of the men and 
women who lived, worked and trained at the facility. Thus, the 
63rd Preservation Society was formed.

The WWII Flight Training Museum is operated by this non-profit  
organization and is entirely funded by donations, gifts and grants. 
We believe that the museum can make a great contribution to the 
preservation of our heritage and to the education of both children 
and the public in general.

Is it a future worth securing? We think so. We hope you do, too. 
Become a friend of the museum through membership and help 
us preserve WWII aviation’s beginnings.

YOU CAN HELP!
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As America mobilized for war, Georgians 
answered the call. Overseas, they 

experienced the harsh realities of war. 
At home, they worked in factories 

and shipyards, trained servicemen, and 
supported those on the front lines.

Explore how Georgians rose to the challenge and did their part 
to defend freedom and democracy.

Discover Georgia’s legacy of inspiring wartime stories at the 
sites that make up the World War II Heritage Trail. Southern 
states were critical to the war effort during World War II, and 
none more so than Georgia. Over 300,000 Georgians served 
in the military, and thousands of civilians worked in rapidly 
expanding wartime industries.

As the United States mobilized for war abroad, federal defense 
dollars flooded the south in the form of military installations 
and defense contracts. At bases 
throughout Georgia, servicemen 
and women were trained in many 
forms of warfare, to include 
Infantry, Parachute, Glider and 
Armored Forces. As military 
leaders grasped the importance of 
new strategies, the training of pilots, 
paratroopers and radar operators 
became a top priority. 

The Georgia WWII Heritage Trail 
consists of the following stops:

COMMEMORATIVE AIR FORCE, Peachtree 
City. They currently have seven flying 
WWII planes.

CURRAHEE MILITARY MUSEUM, Toccoa. 
In 1942, the US government acquired a 
site in Toccoa where specially selected men 
received training to become a new type of 
soldier — the paratrooper. You can march in the 
boots of the 101st Airborne Division, the Band of Brothers!

GEORGIA AVIATION HALL OF FAME, Warner Robins. Salute 
the honor, bravery and lasting impact of our heroes.

MUSEUM OF AVIATION, Warner Robins. Numerous WWII 
aircraft and displays. Also the 507th Airborne Division — see 
the heroic paths and victories of the Tuskegee Airmen — true 
heroes of the war. 

NATIONAL INFANTRY MUSEUM, Columbus. Voted the Best 
Free Museum in America by readers of USA Today, it honors 
soldiers from 1775 to today. 

NATIONAL MUSEUM OF THE MIGHTY EIGHTH AIR 
FORCE, Pooler. The Museum preserves and presents 
the stories of courage, duty and sacrifice displayed 
by the men and women of the Eighth Air Force 
during WWII.

NATIONAL PRISONER OF WAR MUSEUM, 
Andersonville. It preserves and shares the stories 
and experiences of all America POWs.

ST. MARYS SUBMARINE MUSEUM, St. Marys. 
Take a deep dive into sub history. The Museum 
has the largest collection of original WWII War 
Patrol Reports outside the National Archives. 

WWII FLIGHT TRAINING MUSEUM, Douglas. 
From 1941-44, about 10,000 cadets were enrolled. They 
mastered basic flying maneuvers and learned to fly. Explore 
the most intact WWII contract pilot training base in Georgia 
and possibly the entire country.

WWII HOME FRONT MUSEUM, St. Simons Island. Explore 
the community’s history of Liberty ship construction, airship 
patrols, advanced radar training and home front defense.

Follow the Georgia WWII Heritage Trail -
Learn how Georgians helped win the war



Raymond B. Carter
Class of 1944-J

24 March 1925 - 30 March 2021

by Karen Carter 

In 1943, my father Raymond B. Carter was successful on his 
second attempt to enlist in the Army Air Corp. He had tried 
once before, but at age 17, he needed his parents permission. 
His father convinced his very hesitant mother that being a pilot 
was all Ray ever wanted to be, and he was in!

After basic training, he 
proceeded to a series 
of bases throughout the 
south, including the one 
in Douglas, Georgia. He 
qualified and piloted the 
B-17 as well as the B-29. 
Flash forward to 1967, Ray 
was one of the first prop 
pilots in the 335th to qualify 
on the C-141 jet transport. Going from flying prop aircraft to 
jet aircraft was not something every pilot could do, but my dad 
embraced change, including computerization in aircraft.

In 1973, he would retire as a Lieutenant Colonel and Squadron 
Commander of the 335th at McGuire Air Force Base in New 
Jersey. Dad‘s greatest pleasures were the friendships he 
made in the service, the many reunions he attended, and his 
involvement with the XP-82.

His family will miss him immensely, but we are comforted 
knowing he truly lived his dream of flying.

Flown West

www.wwiiflighttraining.org

The Georgia Association 
of Convention and 

Visitor Bureaus (GACVB) 
presented one of this year’s 
TravelBlazer Awards to 
the Georgia World War 
II Heritage Trail. The award was presented on May 18th at the 
GACVB 2021 Annual Conference in Savannah. Douglas’ WWII 
Flight Training Museum and the 63rd Preservation Society are 
one of ten charter members of the Georgia World War II Heritage 
Trail. We are honored to be recognized with this award for our 
contributions to the Trail. A complete list of this year’s award 
recipients and highlights of the conference is in the June issue of 
the Georgia Trend Magazine.

Ray Carter, 1944 Columbus MS 
Advanced Training in AT-10  

 Ray Carter in the BT-13 in 1944 at 
Macon, GA for basic flight training 

Major Charles J. Loring and the P-80 Shooting Star
The P-80 Shooting Star was the first 

operational jet that the US had and 
helped to usher in the jet age. It was 
designed with straight wings and 

had a maximum speed of 580 mph 
and range of 790 miles. It came out at 

the end of WWII and never got into combat. There were four 
in the European Theatre of Operations when the war ended. 
However, it did see a lot of action in Korea. 

Charles J. Loring, Class of 1943-B, 
passed through Primary Training in 
Douglas and completed his Basic 
Flight Training at Greenville, MS 
and Advanced at Napier Field, AL. 
After flying P-47s during WWII, he 
remained in the service. The summer 
of 1952 found him in Korea serving 
as operations officer of the 80th 
Fighter-Bomber Squadron.

Maj. Loring’s unit was primarily responsible for close-air-
support and airstrikes. By November of 1952, Loring had 

reached 50 combat missions. On 22 November Maj. Loring 
was the leader of a four-plane flight of Shooting Stars. While 
on a ground support mission, he was briefed about the heavy 
guns and ground troops’ situation. His flight diverted to dive 
bomb the enemy gun positions. As he located the heavy guns 
and lined up to dive onto the targets, his aircraft was exposed 
to extremely precise anti-aircraft fire. Despite his aircraft 
becoming heavily damaged, he did not pull out of his dive. 
He could have withdrawn back to his base or even ejected, 
but chose neither. His prior experience in WWII likely 
led him to avoid becoming a Chinese POW. His wingmen 
observed Loring deliberately turning his aircraft 45 degrees 
and in controlled flight drove his aircraft into the heavy gun 
emplacements taking them out. He would not survive the 
crash.

Loring was posthumously awarded the Medal of Honor. “He 
deliberately altered his course and elected to sacrifice his 
life by diving his aircraft at active gun emplacements. His 
selfless and heroic action completely destroyed the enemy 
emplacements and eliminated a dangerous threat to the United 
Nations ground force.” Loring AFB in Maine was named in 
honor of Maj. Loring. 

We are in the very early stages of a plan to rebuild this P-80 as 
a static display to honor Cadet Charles Loring.

Charles J. Loring

Now available for purchase!

Challenge Coin
All of us with the Museum and Team XP will miss him. 

He was an avid attendee and a pleasure to talk to 
at our cadet reunions.


