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The WWII Flight Training Museum 
is a non-profit organization that 
is entirely funded by donation, 
grants and contributions. It is 

dedicated to sharing the story of the 
courage and spirit of the American 

men and women who became pilots 
during the Second World War. 

Our primary mission is to preserve, 
protect, develop and advance 

the understanding of our nation’s 
aviation training heritage through 
collections, research, exhibits and 
interpretation of the 63rd Flight 

Training Detachment. Our secondary 
mission is to try to maintain the 

heritage and as much of the 
historical integrity of the Raymond-

Richardson Aviation School 
as possible.

The WWII Flight Training Museum
3 Airport Circle, Douglas, GA 31535 • 912-383-9111

 www.wwiiflighttraining.org
email: douglas63rd@windstream.net

The WWII Flight Training Museum
3 Airport Circle
Douglas, GA 31535
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$50 ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS
• WWII Flight Training Museum card

• Quarterly museum newsletter 
• Free visits to the museum for your family and guests 

• Opportunity to help restore and maintain vintage aircraft 
• Honoring our veterans with your commitment 

• 10% discount on museum merchandise 
• Participation in special museum events

The 63rd Preservation Society is a 501c3 non-profit educational foundation. 
(Proceeds go toward museum maintenance)

Name:

Address:

City:               State:               Zip:

Email:

Phone number:

2019 63rd PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP

cut along dotted lines

Mail to:
The 63rd Preservation Society, Inc. 

WWII Flight Training Museum
P. O. Box 2770 • Douglas, GA 31534

In December of 2003, a small group of local 
citizens interested in history, aviation and 
heritage preservation gathered together 
to both protect the site of the Raymond-
Richardson Aviation School in Douglas, 

Georgia, and to create and operate a 
historical museum that would tell the story of not only our 
community’s role in WWII, but also share the lives of the men and 
women who lived, worked and trained at the facility. Thus, the 
63rd Preservation Society was formed.

The WWII Flight Training Museum is operated by this non-profit  
organization and is entirely funded by donations, gifts and grants. 
We believe that the museum can make a great contribution to the 
preservation of our heritage and to the education of both children 
and the public in general.

Is it a future worth securing? We think so. We hope you do, too. 
Become a friend of the museum through membership and help 
us preserve WWII aviation’s beginnings.

YOU CAN HELP!
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Lt. Col. Richard “Dick” Cole, the last 
surviving member of the famed 

Doolittle Tokyo Raiders 
of World War II, passed 

away on 9 April at the 
age of 103. 

The Doolittle Raid 
on 18 April 1942 was 
against the Home 
Islands of Japan in 
retaliation for the 
Japanese attack on Pearl 
Harbor. The surprise attack 
was made by flying B-25 land 
bombers from the flight deck 

of the American aircraft carrier USS Hornet. The attack 
stunned the world and especially the Japanese. The raid 
was a huge morale boost for the Americans in the early 
months of World War II. 

Cole was the co-pilot of Lt. Col. Jimmy Doolittle, 
whose aircraft was the first one off the deck. After the 

bombing, the 
plane ran out 
of gas and the 
crew bailed out 
over Japanese-
held territory. 
The crew was 
rescued by 
the Chinese 
people.

Cole was buried in Arlington National Cemetery on 18 
April 2019, seventy-seven years after he, Doolittle and 
78 other airmen flew on the famous mission.

Lt. Col. Richard "Dick" Cole

A Legend Leaves Us: Lt. Col. Richard "Dick" Cole



Flown West

John A. Herrmann, age 98 of 
Monfort Heights, Ohio, 

passed away on Friday, 
13 April 2019 at his 
home. John was the 

leader of the 63rd AAF 
FTD alumni group and was 

a faithful attendee at our cadet reunions. He 
trained at Douglas and graduated from Bainbridge, GA 
with the class of 1944-B. During World War II, he was 
a P-47 pilot with the 27th Fighter-Bomber group out of 
Corsica and flew 101 missions. He is survived by two 
daughters, Arlice (Thomas) Bell and Connie (Russell) 

Glover, who also attended our reunions. The 
entire family was dedicated to the Douglas 63rd 
and all were supportive, tireless workers at the 
annual reunions. 
Burial and 
military honors 
were in Spring 
Grove Cemetery 

in Cincinnati. Memorials 
may be made to the Douglas 
63rd Preservation Society.

 Guy Alley, John Herrmann, Bill Manchester, Paul Hawkins
  Arlice Bell, John Herrmann, 

Celeste McCrory
  John Herrmann with Dillon 

Minchew

  Russ Glover, John Herrmann, 
Connie Glover

Restored XP-82 Twin Mustang Flies!
Congratulations to Tom Reilly and his crew 

on the successful restoration and 
flight of the XP-82 Twin Mustang 
(S/N: 44-83887). After 10 years 
of restoration, the XP-82 has 

flown and has appeared in its first air 
show: the SUN ‘n FUN Fly-In in Lakeland, FL, where 
it won the 2019 Grand Champion – Warbirds 
Award. Reilly’s project 
painstakingly restored the 
plane to its configuration 
as it was on its first flight 
on 15 April 1945. 

The restoration began in 
2008 in the hangars at 
Douglas after Reilly formed 
a group of investors and 
started rounding up parts, a major challenge 
to say the least. The original fuselage, along 
with belly scoops, radiators, and a few other 
parts, came from a collection of dozens of 

airplane parts saved by Walter Soplata in Ohio. Parts also 
came from scrapped Alaska P-82s, specialty airplane 

parts manufacturers, people 
who just happened to find 
a P-82 part that they could 
not identify, etc. Custom 
made parts were required, 
and Reilly’s metal working 
crew has been extraordinary 
in their ability to fashion 
parts and put the plane 
together. What an amazing 
project completed by talented 
personnel! Well done!

Paul V. Hawkins, age 93, 
'slipped the surly 

bonds of earth' 
and completed his 
final mission on 

24 November 2018. 
He was a member of the Douglas Class 
of 1944-J and graduated from Spence 
Field, GA, where he learned to fly P-40 
Warhawks. He was a faithful attendee 
at the Douglas cadet reunions. Paul was 
a lifelong aviator and retired from the 
South Carolina Air National Guard as a 
Lieutenant Colonel. He flew numerous 
airplanes during his career including the 

F-104A Starfighter, but his favorite 
was the P-51 Mustang. Donations 
may be directed to the Douglas 
63rd Preservation Society.

  Paul Hawkins with Jim Rimes

Spring Cleaning at the Museum 
The March meeting of the board of the Douglas 63rd Preservation Society was a work day at the museum  

on Saturday 16 March 2019. The entire board, along with museum volunteers, turned out and did a 
massive spring cleaning. Thank you to all for a job well done!

The Liberty Foundation has announced 
our C-47, D-Day Dakota, will begin a 
ride program this year. This veteran has 
some truly unique history as well! After 
being delivered to the Army Air Corps it 
was lend-leased to the Royal Air Force 
and would go on to drop paratroopers on 
D-Day and participate in Operation Market Garden. In 
1989, the aircraft was purchased by the current owner, 
Don Brooks of Brooks Aviation, Inc. It was painted in the 
markings of the Greenland Expedition Society, outfitted 

with skies and used 
in the recovery of 
a P-38 Lightning 
that would become 
Glacier Girl. In 
1994, Don Brooks 
refinished his 

C-47 in its wartime colors and flew it to Normandy for the 
50th Anniversary of D-Day. During the event, 26 D-Day 
Veteran Paratroopers jumped again over Ste-Mere-Eglise 
in honor of their fallen comrades from N99FS.

Our C-47, D-Day Dakota
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