
Don Brooks, who is a resident of 
Douglas, GA, remembers riding by 

the closed Douglas air base as a 
young boy and wondering what it 

was all about. As he grew older he 
learned that his own father had flown 

36 combat missions in B-17s as a tail gunner during WWII and 
that this old training base is where nearly 10,000 cadets have 
learned to fly in preparation for WWII.

Don lost his father in 1978 and earned his private pilot license 
in 1979. His interest in flying led him to start a hobby of finding 
and restoring WWII aircraft. He developed a tremendous 
respect for veterans and became dedicated to helping preserve 
their history.

The base buildings continued to literally fall apart and 
many were torn down. By the early 90s there was a move 
underway by the city to remove the remaining buildings  
and make the property available for commercial development. 
Don and his friends on the Airport Commission and one city 
commissioner were able to stall the demolition effort. Don ran 
for a position on the City Commission and a long time friend 
who was a WWII flyer/POW ran for Mayor. They both won 
and the rest is history. The old base is now a historic district 
and treasure that will become more important as time goes 
by since most training bases are now only a runway and a 

memory.

On 29 April 2017, Don 
Brooks was inducted into 
the Georgia Aviation Hall 
of Fame, which is housed 
in the Museum of Aviation 
in Warner Robins, GA. This 
honor goes to those who have 
made significant contributions 
to the advancement of aviation 
or manned space flight.

Don has worked tirelessly to 
preserve the heritage of military aviation both in Georgia and 
the U.S. His deep appreciation for the sacrifices made by our 

military veterans led him to start the 
Douglas 63rd Preservation Society, 
which has worked to advance the 
understanding of our nation’s aviation 
training heritage and preserve the 
WWII Primary Flight Training base 
and Museum. Using his amazing 
creative and mechanical skills, he has 
also recovered and restored numerous 
vintage military aircraft from difficult-
to-access sites in Greenland and 
Labrador.

Don makes his restorations flyable and available to the general 
public and veterans. He founded the Liberty Foundation 

Mission 
stateMent

The WWII Flight Training Museum 
is a non-profit organization that 
is entirely funded by donation, 
grants and contributions. It is 

dedicated to sharing the story of the 
courage and spirit of the American 

men and women who became pilots 
during the Second World War. 

Our primary mission is to preserve, 
protect, develop and advance 

the understanding of our nation’s 
aviation training heritage through 
collections, research, exhibits and 
interpretation of the 63rd Flight 

Training Detachment. Our secondary 
mission is to try to maintain the 

heritage and as much of the 
historical integrity of the Raymond-

Richardson Aviation School 
as possible.

The WWII Flight Training Museum
3 Airport Circle, Douglas, GA 31535 • 912-383-9111

 www.wwiiflighttraining.org
email: douglas63rd@windstream.net

The WWII Flight Training Museum
3 Airport Circle
Douglas, GA 31535
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$50 ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS
• WWII Flight Training Museum card

• Quarterly museum newsletter 
• Free visits to the museum for your family and guests 

• Opportunity to help restore and maintain vintage aircraft 
• Honoring our veterans with your commitment 

• 10% discount on museum merchandise 
• Participation in special museum events

The 63rd Preservation Society is a 501c3 non-profit educational foundation. 
(Proceeds go toward museum maintenance)

Name:

Address:

City:               State:               Zip:

Email:

Phone number:

2017 63rd PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP

cut along dotted lines

Mail to:
The 63rd Preservation Society, Inc. 

WWII Flight Training Museum
P. O. Box 2770 • Douglas, GA 31534

In December of 2003, a small group of local 
citizens interested in history, aviation and 
heritage preservation gathered together 
to both protect the site of the Raymond-
Richardson Aviation School in Douglas, 

Georgia, and to create and operate a 
historical museum that would tell the story of not only our 
community’s role in WWII, but also share the lives of the men and 
women who lived, worked and trained at the facility. Thus, the 
63rd Preservation Society was formed.

The WWII Flight Training Museum is operated by this non-profit  
organization and is entirely funded by donations, gifts and grants. 
We believe that the museum can make a great contribution to the 
preservation of our heritage and to the education of both children 
and the public in general.

Is it a future worth securing? We think so. We hope you do, too. 
Become a friend of the museum through membership and help 
us preserve WWII aviation’s beginnings.

YOU CAN HELP!
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Don Brooks Inducted into GA Aviation Hall of Fame 

(continued on page 2)

 Don Brooks and Joey Hand

 Don and Donnell Brooks at 
Induction Ceremony

 Don Brooks



What's New at the MuseumDon Brooks (continued from page 1)

whose Salute to Veterans tours take WWII 
aircraft around the country to honor our 
veterans, preserve our aviation heritage, and 
educate younger generations to the high price 
of freedom.

Congratulations to Don on this well-deserved 
honor. We are proud to be associated with you.

www.wwiiflighttraining.org

A new display of World War II model airplanes has been 
added to the Museum! The models were generously 
donated by John W. Woods of Cleveland, GA. The models 
include not only memorable U.S. fighters and bombers, but 
also German planes. The display was put together by the 
volunteers: Bob and Judy Hackett developed a display 
case and labelled the planes; Danny Bradley, Sue and 
Hugh Harrington developed a large sign describing 
the planes; and Weezie Barendse and Nick Allen (the 
museum docent) consulted on technical issues. Stop by 
and take a look! 

The displays in both galleries have been updated with new 
aluminum frames.

 Labrador B-17 Recovery

 Towing the Labrador B-17

 Liberty Belle's first flight

 Don Brooks during Greenland Expedition

In Memoriam - God Speed, Bob
Bob Harless, a veteran of the Korean 
War with the 82nd Airborne, made 
both combat jumps in Korea. On the 
second, he jumped as a Corporal and 
came out as a 1st Lieutenant because, 
in his own words, "Everyone that was 
a higher rank kept getting killed." 

Bob went to work with Southern 
Airlines as a mechanic and was 
eventually Director of Maintenance on DC-3s. He also flew 
DC-3s as a pilot. Bob flew and maintained a private DC-3 for 
over ten years and then moved to Douglas where he operated 
an Authorized Aircraft Repair Station, flight school, mechanic 
school and gave over 10,000 check rides as an FAA Designated 

Pilot Examiner. 
He was awarded 
the first "Flight 
Examiner of 
the Year" award 
by the Georgia 
Aviation Hall of 
Fame, and served 
on their Board of 
Directors for over 
ten years.

Bob's many contributions were instrumental to the Greenland 
Expedition Society's success in locating the "Lost Squadron" 
and recovery of the P-38 "Glacier Girl" from 270' in the 
Greenland ice cap.

Bob will be 
missed and 
remembered by 
many generations 
of aviators as a 
great American, 
talented instructor 
and a friend.

 Bob and Elton 
Brooks after private 
pilot check ride

 Bob and crew during Greenland Expedition

 Hall of Fame 2007

 Bob Harless and Don Brooks


