MISSION
STATEMENT

The WWII Flight Training Museum
is a non-profit organization that
is entirely funded by donation,
grants and contributions. It is
dedicated to sharing the story of the
courage and spirit of the American
men and women who became pilots
during the Second World War.
Our primary mission is to preserve,
protect, develop and advance
the understanding of our nation’s
aviation training heritage through
collections, research, exhibits and
interpretation of the 63rd Flight
Training Detachment. Our secondary
mission is to try to maintain the
heritage and as much of the
historical integrity of the Raymond-
Richardson Aviation School
as possible.

The WWII Flight Training Museum

3 Airport Circle, Douglas, GA 31535 - 912-383-9111

www.wwiiflighttraining.org
email: douglas63rd@windstream.net

The WWII Flight Training Museum
3 Airport Circle
Douglas, GA 31535

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

YOU CAN

HELP!

Please visit our
website and click on
"About Us" for more

information about
becoming a member
of the Douglas 63rd
Preservation Society!
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Ribbon Cutting and Dedication of Cadet Park and Charles J. Loring Memorial

On Friday 22 November 2024, the World War II Flight Training
Museum, the 63rd Preservation Society, the WWII Flight Training
Base Committee, and the City of Douglas held a ribbon-cutting
ceremony for the newly-named Cadet Park and the Charles J.
Loring Memorial. This event commemorated the 72nd anniversary
of Major Charles J. Loring Jr.s heroic actions and included the
dedication of a memorial in his honor. Many family members of
Charles Loring, along with several distinguished guests, were
present at the well-attended event.

A special 48-Star Flag raising was conducted by Moody Air Force
Base airmen as it was 80 years ago every morning from 1941-1944.
For the closing of the ceremony a special Taps performance was
done by Bugler Don MacArthur (Retired USAF) followed by a T-33
fly-over by Chris Rounds.

Tim Oliver (WWII Flight Training
Museum Docent) was the Master of
Ceremonies for the program. Mayor
Tony Paulk welcomed everyone to
Douglas and proclaimed November 2.2,
2024 as Douglas 63rd Aviation Cadet
Day followed by remarks from Dr. Carl
McDonald (WWII Flight Training
Base Committee), Charles Davis (City
Manager), Charles White (Office
of US Congressman Austin Scott),
Mark “Radio” Godwin (23rd Wing
Historian, Moody Air Force Base), Cuppy Johndro (Curator of
Loring Museum in Limestone, Maine), Joseph Matta (Grandson of
Charles J. Loring, Jr.), and Don Brooks (Founding Member of the
63rd Preservation Society).

Tim Oliver, Museum Docent

At this special ceremony honor was paid to the thousands of cadets
who trained at the 63rd Army Air Force Contract Pilot School
(Primary). Cadets such as Rosie Rosenthal, Charles Loring, and
countless others first trained in Douglas and would serve our

Ribbon-cutting ceremony for Cadet Park and the Charles J. Loring Memorial.
country to protect our freedom and save hundreds of thousands
from the horrors of World War II.

Loring family and special family guests who attended the
ceremony: Joseph Matta (grandson), Paul Loring (brother),
Sean Loring (nephew), Michael Loring (nephew), Harold Loring
(nephew), Greg Loring (nephew), Joseph Loring (nephew), John
Scott (nephew), Paul Ray, Fred Gay and Cuppy Johndro, Curator of
the Loring Museum in Limestone, Maine. She gave a brief military
history of Major Charles J. Loring, Jr. who was born 2 October
1918, in Portland, Maine. Limestone AFB near Caribou, Maine was
renamed in 1954 to Loring AFB in his honor.  (continued on page 2)

The Loring Family

Left to right: 48-Star Flag Raising by Moody Air Force Base as it was conducted 80 years ago; Don MacArthur, Retired USAF; T-33 fly-over by Chris Rounds.




(continued from page 1)

in Limestone, ME.

Above, left to right: Dr. Carl McDonald and Mayor Tony Paulk; Joseph Matta reads the Medal of Honor citation; Cuppy Johndro, Curator of the Loring Museum

Above, left to right: Mark Godwin, Historian, Moody AFB; Don Brooks’ Dedication Address; Charles White, Field Representative for Congressman Austin Scott;

City Manager Charlie Davis.

The Lockheed F-80 Shooting Star

The Lockheed F-80 Shooting Star was the first jet fighter used
operationally by the United States Army Air Forces during WWII.

The aircraft on display at the Cadet Park has its own history. It
was originally accepted by the USAF in the 1950s as a two-seat
T-33 trainer. It was modified into a F-80 configuration by Aero
Nostalgia of Stockton, CA, in the 1980s and painted to resemble
a F-80A. The aircraft was acquired in January 1990 by the USAF
Museum system for static display at Hill AFB. The Air Force
released this aircraft, and after several owners, it was acquired
by the Douglas 63rd Preservation Society, Inc., for use in this
memorial. It is painted as Lockheed F-80C, S/N49-1830 (FT-830)
as flown by Maj. Charles J. Loring, Jr.

Local volunteers
and US. Air
Force Maintainers
from Moody AFB
dedicated many
hours of their
time and skills
to the restoration of the F-8o Shooting Star, the centerpiece of
the memorial.

Thank you to Al Thomas and his crew at Al’s Paint & Body Shop for
the beautiful paint job; Jimmy Kitchens, American Truck Parts, for
transporting and positioning the F-80o on the display platform; and
a special thank you to Sue and Hugh Harrington for their generous
gift to help with this restoration.

Major Charles J. Loring, Jr.

Charles J. Loring was a member of the Class
of 1943-B. After passing through Primary
Training in Douglas, he completed his
Basic Flight Training at Greenville, MS
and Advanced at Napier Field, AL. He
was assigned to 36th Fighter Group’s 22nd
Squadron, Ninth Air Force where he flew the P-47 Thunderbolt.

While flying in the Spring of 1944 over
France Loring was wounded. He was
released from the hospital and back in
the air attacking targets in Europe in
preparation for the D-Day landings.

In June 1944, while supporting the
D-Day operations in France, Loring
earned the Distinguished Service
Cross for “historic and outstanding
achievement.” The citation reads in
part, While on a dive-bombing mission
in the area of Contances, France, Lt.
Loring displayed exceptional aerial skill and combat proficiency in
the destruction of enemy armored vehicles. In the face of an intense
concentration of anti-aircraft and small arms fire he made repeated
passes at hostile convoys, destroying in all ten vehicles and causing
heavy casualties...

On Christmas Eve 1944, during the Battle of the Bulge, 1st Lt.
Loring flew his 56th and last mission of World War II flying P-47D
44-19864. He took off from Le Culot, Belgium to make a dive
bombing attack on the marshalling yards of the Prum-Hillesheim-
Nettersheim area of Germany. An eyewitness reported:

After a dive bombing run on marshalling yards, Lt. Loring was hit by
antiaircraft fire as he made a strafing attack. He called over the radio
that his plane had been hit, saying that he had a hole in the wing, that
his gun bays had been blown out, and that the plane was smoking. He
was unable to locate us, and requested that we follow him, saying he
was heading west, we were unable to do so. This was in the vicinity
Hotton, Belgium.

Injured, he crash landed his aircraft and was captured. He was ini-
tially admitted to the Garrison Hospital of Hemer near Iserlohn
and then transferred to Oberursel (an interrogation center) and
then Dulag Luft, Frankfurt as a prisoner of war until war’s end.

After the war Loring remained in the service. The summer of
1952 found him in
Korea serving as
operations  officer
of the 8oth Fighter-
Bomber Squadron.
He was flying the
F-80 Shooting Star
jet fighter. The mis-
sion for his unit was
primarily close air

support of UN Command
ground troops. For his ex-
traordinary heroism on his
final flight, he was awarded
the Medal of Honor, our na-
tion’s highest military hon-
or. At the memorial dedica-
tion, his grandson Joseph
Matta read the citation:

“Major Charles J. Loring Jr.
distinguished himself by con-
spicuous gallantry and in-  pg; Loring, Charles’ brother, about to fly
trepidity at the risk of his life  in q Stearman from the same field where
above and beyond the call of  his brother learned to fly.

duty. While leading a flight

of four F-80 type aircraft on a close support mission, Major Loring
was briefed by a controller to dive-bomb enemy gun positions which
were harassing friendly ground troops. After verifying the location of
the target, Major Loring rolled into his dive bomb run. Throughout the
run, extremely accurate ground five was directed on his aircraft.”

“Disregarding the accuracy and intensity of the ground fire, Major
Loring aggressively continued to press the attack until his aircraft was
hit. At approximately 4,000 feet, he deliberately altered his course and
aimed his diving aircraft at active gun emplacements concentrated on
a ridge northwest of the briefed target, turned his aircraft 45 degrees
to the left, pulled up in a deliberate, controlled maneuver, and elected
to sacrifice his life by diving his aircraft directly into the midst of the
enemy emplacements.”

“His selfless and heroic action completely destroyed the enemy gun
emplacement and eliminated a dangerous threat to United Nations
ground forces. Maj. Loring’s noble spirit, superlative courage, and con-
spicuous self-sacrifice in inflicting maximum damage on the enemy
exemplified valor of the highest degree and his actions were in keeping
with the finest traditions of the U.S. Air Force.”

Major Loring left behind a widow and two young daughters who
received his Medal of Honor, for which he paid such a high price,
in April 1954.




