
The WWII Flight Training 
Museum and the City of Douglas 
will welcome back the cadets that 
learned how to fly here during 
WWII. We look forward to their 
return and to the fun we are going 
to have. Activities and events have 
been planned to honor those that 
served their country during WWII.

Mission 
stateMent

The WWII Flight Training Museum 
is a non-profit organization that 
is entirely funded by donation, 
grants and contributions. It is 

dedicated to sharing the story of the 
courage and spirit of the American 

men and women who became pilots 
during the Second World War. 

Our primary mission is to preserve, 
protect, develop and advance 

the understanding of our nation’s 
aviation training heritage through 
collections, research, exhibits and 
interpretation of the 63rd Flight 

Training Detachment. Our secondary 
mission is to try to maintain the 

heritage and as much of the 
historical integrity of the Raymond-

Richardson Aviation School 
as possible.

The WWII Flight Training Museum
3 Airport Circle, Douglas, GA 31535 • 912-383-9111

 www.wwiiflighttraining.org
email: douglas63rd@windstream.net

The WWII Flight Training Museum
3 Airport Circle
Douglas, GA 31535

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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$50 ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS
• WWII Flight Training Museum card

• Quarterly museum newsletter 
• Free visits to the museum for your family and guests 

• Opportunity to help restore and maintain vintage aircraft 
• Honoring our veterans with your commitment 

• 10% discount on museum merchandise 
• Participation in special museum events

The 63rd Preservation Society is a 501c3 non-profit educational foundation. 
(Proceeds go toward museum maintenance)

Name:

Address:

City:               State:               Zip:

Email:

Phone number:

2017 63rd PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP

cut along dotted lines

Mail to:
The 63rd Preservation Society, Inc. 

WWII Flight Training Museum
P. O. Box 2770 • Douglas, GA 31534

In December of 2003, a small group of local 
citizens interested in history, aviation and 
heritage preservation gathered together 
to both protect the site of the Raymond-
Richardson Aviation School in Douglas, 

Georgia, and to create and operate a 
historical museum that would tell the story of not only our 
community’s role in WWII, but also share the lives of the men and 
women who lived, worked and trained at the facility. Thus, the 
63rd Preservation Society was formed.

The WWII Flight Training Museum is operated by this non-profit  
organization and is entirely funded by donations, gifts and grants. 
We believe that the museum can make a great contribution to the 
preservation of our heritage and to the education of both children 
and the public in general.

Is it a future worth securing? We think so. We hope you do, too. 
Become a friend of the museum through membership and help 
us preserve WWII aviation’s beginnings.

YOU CAN HELP!

 FaLL • 2017
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Welcome Back Cadets!!
THE 63RD FLIGHT TRAINING 
DETACHMENT REUNION
15 - 19 October 2017

Our database on cadets and instructors 
in the Douglas 63rd AAF Flying 
Training Detachment initially came 
from Paul Schlundt, an instructor at 
the base during World War II, who 

worked for 30 years accumulating 
the information. His effort led to 
the preservation of volumes of 
correspondence and photos in our files 
and on our web site.

Then along came Steve Burris. Steve 
is a retired aerospace worker residing 
in the Wichita, Kansas vicinity. In the 
late 1970s, he joined the Confederate 
Air Force and soon met the men, the 
true heroes as he calls them, that had 

flown in the planes that he had long admired. For about eight 
years, he went to airshows in the Midwest wearing authentic 
WWII uniforms and flight gear, which allowed him to meet and 
converse with the viewing public plus the many veterans.

He also began to assemble a roster of the officers serving with 
the Army Air Forces during the War, starting with the 20,000 

career men of the Regular 
Army. Over the last 40 
some years, he assembled 
a library of 2,000 books 
on the topic and from 
these books and other 
sources, he assembled an 
electronic database of over 
288,000 records of the Air 
Corps officers who served 
in WWII.

For the past six years he 
has shared his work with 
the Douglas 63rd and many 
other researchers. He 
has added information to 
literally thousands of our 
cadets. Thank you, Steve, 
for your extraordinary and 
valuable contributions to 
our cadet database and 
to the preservation of our 
history!

Volunteer of the Quarter - Steve Burris



First Annual Aviation Day Fly-In 19 September 2017
Our first annual Aviation Day Fly-In 
was a huge success and a lot of fun was 
had by all. We had sixty planes fly in, 
including the Red Star Pilots. We would 
like to thank them for the great air show 
they put on for the visitors.

Lt. Heyward Spinks: 
Saved by a Bicycle 

(and the French 
Resistance)
We were recently contacted by a 

representative of Prof. Roger Folliot who, as an 18-year-old in the 
French resistance, rescued 2nd Lt. Heyward C. Spinks, one of our 
cadets, class of 1943-K. Professor Folliot is a senior member of 
the Association des Sauveteurs d’Aviateurs Allies (Association of 
Rescuers of Allied Airmen).

Our cadet, Lt. Spinks, was born on July 10, 1920 
and lived in LaGrange, Georgia. He enlisted on 
September 3, 1942. After his primary training in 
Douglas, basic training and advanced training as a 
P-51 pilot, he joined the 357th Fighter Group, 364th 
Fighter Squadron, based near Leiston, Suffolk, 
England. On June 20, 1944, after a strafing mission, 
his plane was hit by ground fire and developed a 
leak of cooling fluid. He made a 
forced landing in a plowed field.

According to Spinks’ report 
written shortly afterwards:

“…Frenchmen came and helped 
me fire the gas tanks and destroy 
my plane…”

“About 10 gathered immediately 
and took me to a farmhouse at 
Ève (a town in northern France) 
where I was given farmer’s 
clothing. I was taken from here 
to another farm, further from 
town, owned by a Polish family 
consisting of the farmer, his 
wife, two sons and daughter. 
They had lived in France since 
the last war. …They were very poor but took very good care of me”. 

Upon hearing of a downed airman, Folliot and Jules Fossiez, the 
Chief of the Senlis Police, proposed that they transfer the airman to 
a safe place in Senlis:
“The method was simple: use a bicycle to go to Ève, 17 km away, 
and to come back with the pilot on a third machine which had been 
taken on the outward journey, a somewhat delicate exercise but 
nevertheless possible”.

According to Folliot, “We met a few vehicles of the Wehrmacht. We 
whistled happily... There were no controls. In case of interception, 
the risk for the American was to become a prisoner of war in 
Germany according to the Geneva Convention. For us, the French, 
it was being shot on the spot, as was announced on posters all over 
France.”

The bicycle mission was successful. After staying in Senlis almost 
five weeks, a new stage evolved. Based on the personal report of Lt. 
Spinks, he was successively taken in charge by:

•	 	two	female	guides	who	took	him	by	train	as	far	as	the	Gare	du	
Nord, in Paris.

•	 	a	nurse	who	gave	him	lodging,	along	with	three	other	airmen	(two	
English and one American).

•	 	a	disused	veterinary	clinic,	near	the	Place	d’Italie,	for	two	days.
•	 	Mme	 Yvonne	 Diximier,	 a	 widow	 who	 lived	 in	 the	 rue	 Jean	

Moreas, where he stayed in the company of another airman.
•	 	escorted	by	different	guides,	Spinks	got	to	one	of	the	established	

camps in the Forest of Freteval where he 
arrived on August 6th.
 
On August 12, 1944, Allied troops liberated 
the region. Two days later, Spinks and other 
airmen were put on a bus, protected by 
British paratroops. Outside the town of Le 
Mans, the vehicle turned over. As he was 
slightly wounded, Spinks spent time in 
several hospitals before being repatriated to 
England on board a hospital plane. 

In thinking about Spinks’ 
mission that used four means 
of transport: plane, train, bus 
and bicycle, Folliot believes that 
it was the bicycle that caused 
Spinks the least trouble! Folliot 
believes that “never can enough 
be said about how bicycles loyally 
helped clandestine combatants 
to transport messages, arms, 
a friend or half a sheep etc... 
sometimes even hooking up to a 
vehicle". As a mark of respect, 
Folliot kept one of his bicycles for 
75 years.

We thank the Association of Rescuers of Allied Airmen (ARAA) 
and Prof. Folliot for their continuing interest in the U.S. airmen of 
World War II and preserving their history, including the history of 
2nd Lt. Heyward C. Spinks. Among the goals of the ARAA are:

•	 	"To	 recall	 the	memory	of	 these	young	airmen	who	perished	or	
were helped to escape on our soil and ensure their memory among 
younger generations. 

•	 	To	 recall	 the	 memory	 and	 collect	 testimonies	 of	 people	 in	 our	
region who did not hesitate, despite the Occupation, to help these 
airmen lodging them and conveying them on the way to Freedom.

•	 	To	 re-establish	 friendly	 links	 (originally	made	with	 the	airmen	
themselves) with their descendants.”

After the war, Spinks went back twice to Senlis to meet and 
personally thank his rescuers. He died on January 26, 1990 at 
Beaufort, South Carolina.

Lt. Heyward C. Spinks

Lawrence H. Maschhoff
 My late 
grandfather, 
Lawrence H. 
Maschhoff 
and some of 
his classmates 
from Squadron 
3, Class 44F. 
Grandpa is 
second from 
the left.

 My late grandfather, Lawrence H. Maschhoff, Squadron 3, 
Class 44F, Douglas, GA, next to his PT-17 trainer.

 “Hurry Home Honey” – 
Spinks’ plane in which he 
made his forced landing

 Lt. Heyward C. Spinks

Photos donated 
by Francis R. 

Maschhoff, Jr.


