1098 N. E. 1lth Streat
Redmond, QR 97756

Dear Poul,

I am finally answering your letter of April. Our home was loaned
to our daughter and famlly, hence many of our belangings were temporar-

Ily packed and put away. After they meved, [ finally locatad my missing
log book. Incidentally, whan [ wrole to Fred Sundheim, 1 mentioned that
the fllight schonl at Douglas, Georonla was called the Raymand-8rinkerhoff
School of Flying. Fred remembers it as the Raymond-Anderson Schaol, but

| am enclosing & small copy of & slgned page from my book. Now ['1]

give my blography and please excuse the typing errors...l] am a two~fingered
non-typist.

| grew up in the San Francisco Bay area and wias working at the Mare
Island Xavy Yard when Pearl Harbor was attacked. So, In March of '42 |
enlisted as a prospective Aviation Cadet. 1 wasn't called untll early
Navember 0 the Classiflcatlion Center at Nashvllle, Tennessee and then
assigned to Primary Flight at Douglas, Georgia In Decamber and my first
crientation flight was on the 31stst of December of |942.

My Instructor was Sam Topous--1 belleve he was from Uetrolt at that
time. It was a great experience for me, but the cold weather of January
and February In an apen cockplt really kept oneself alerr, [f not freezing.
| survived Primary @nd was sent to Basic Tralning at Gunter Fleld at
Montgomery, Alabama and Tlew the old Vultee Vibrator - at least they weérén't
50 touchy about groundlooping. I stlll wasn't washed out so [ continued
on to Advanced Single Englne Schoel at Napler Field at Dothan, Alabama,

I began training for S.E. fighters with P-38's or P-51's as my first cholce,
I did well In zerial gunnery and was really excited about getting into a
flghter-type alreraft; however, my grestest disappointnent occured when

a shartage of troop carrler pilots happenad at this crocial (to mel time.

50, my whole class of 43F was oraduated and assigned to the 89th Troop
Carrler Group at Bergstrom Field at Austin, Texas. [ will not, to this
day, forglve them for making an alrboerne truck driver of me, although |
did survive o.k. After tralning at Bergstram | received a short leave

at home In San Franclsco and was assiogned to the 403rd Troop Carrier
Group, 63rd Squadron of the 13th Alr Force; end from Hamilton Field we
(that s Chas. A. Vagel as Pilot In command, myself as Co-pllot and Wm. F.
Machie as navigator) toox off an a cold ralny November 22nd without any
formation headed fTor Wickam Field, Wawall and then on to Curistmas Island,



tanton, Fijl I1slang and than on to New Caledonia, where we re-grouped
and went on to Peékoa Alr Field In the New Hebrides which was our base
for many months. Me carrled much cargo, personnel, etc. for the combat
areas to the North: Guadalcanal, Bougalnyille, the Admiralty lslands,
Munda, New Sulnea, Blak and part of the Phillipines. Afrer a move to the
Admiralty lslands we moved gur camp Lo Blak 1sland, just off the New
Guinea North Coast. 1 flew 110 combat misslons some with escort {mostly
Marine F 4 U's): gulte pessibly we had Fappy Boyington's men occasionally,
55 the Marine hases were all scattered through the Pacific I1slands. |
met Cal. Charies Lindbergh on a stop at Treasury Island, & Marina Fighter
pase, and | got him te sign my short snorter gollar Dill. We lest more
sirplanes due to weather than any other cause as did all other branches
af aviation. The hurricanes we encountercd were massive things and all
entered without any forecast or warning. In '44 1 becane first pilot,
but stayed with the rank of 2nd Lt, through the war.

In Fenruary ef '45, our tour Was up and we boarded a ship at Biak
to head home. We were on the old captured ferman motarship, the “Aremen”.
Twenty-one days later we landed at Angel lsland In San Francisco Bay and
after a leave &t home, [ was assigned to George Field, 1!)inols and after
checkout In the C-46 began flylng them as flight Instructor for troop
carrler pllots, At that time the C-46 was the largest twin engine plane
with R 2800's. it would move out pretty strong; the manual rudder was @
Job to handle, though, and kept your leg muscles well used. In August
of '45 the Paclfic war ended, and | requested dlscharge sa by November, I
Wwis discharged and returned home, [ was with the Klr Ferce Reserve,
flying out of Hamilton Field untll June of 'S0 when 1 became interested
in hallcopters and located a schoo! in Martford, Ceanscticut, became rated
and began Tlylng for Kern Copters &l Bakersfleld, California wntil 1855
when | Joined Aero Copters of Seattle. The flylng was mostly mountaln
Fiying for the US6S, USCAGS, Army Map Service, several oll companies,
mining and geophysical companies in Alaska, all the Western and Sauth-
western States from Texas to Polnt Barrow.

I became a ‘copter pilot for Bonneville Power Administration, &
Foderal power agency, in 1966 and retired Trom them the last day of 18B3.

| acquired a total of 41 years of Flying, 33 of which were in hall-
capters. with a tetal of 24,000 hours In the alr,

| have been married for 40 years to Thelma and had two daughters
and three granddaughters.



My hobbies are sailing, fishing, old cars and RV-ing with a 5th-
wheel trailer. I built a 30° sailboat to cruise in the summer (this
took over 5 years to construct). I do all my own auto and truck repairs,
having A & P ticket, I'm mechanically inclined, but not much with this
typewriter--it must be defective--it makes lots of mistakes.

| forgot to mention the 1ilype plane 1 flew in the Pacific area,
it was the C-47, a good, stable plane. [ have the Asiatic-Pacific and
Phillipines campaign ribbons and 3 Air medals, lost all too many friends
in the war and many more in peace time, so I guess I'm one of the lucky
survivors,

I ¢kon't know if 1 have a military photo, but I will send what 1 do
have to date. 1 looked for a C.W. Summers in the Klamath Falls phone
book but he is not listed so I will still make some calls.

We'll do our utmost to attend the next reunion. Sorry to take so
long and hope that we see everyone then.

Sincerely,

S~
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