
Cadet Ralph A. Brown
Class of 43-I
Ralph A. Brown of Lincolnton, North 
Carolina enlisted in the Air Corps 

January 1, 1942. He wanted to fly 
and eventually was put into flight 
training as a member of the 43-I 
class of cadets at Douglas.

After graduation he flew P-51 
Mustang fighters which he really 
enjoyed. In January 1944 he sailed 
to England aboard the Ile de France. 
He was stationed at Boxted, 4 miles 
NE of Colchester, Essex, England. 
Ralph was 2nd Lt. in the 353 

Squadron, 354 Fighter Group. The mission was to provide 
long range escort for B-17s.

On May 11th while flying on his 8th mission, a ME109 attacked 
his P-51B from low and behind. The right wing burst into 
flames which spread to the cockpit. Ralph’s hair and eyebrows 
were burned. Within moments, the right wing folded up and 
the plane spun out of control.

Bailing out and hanging from his parachute Ralph was afraid 
he would be a target for ground fire; so he did not pull the 
ripcord until he was close to the ground. He landed in a field, 
grabbed up his parachute and ran into nearby woods where he 
buried the parachute. He then moved deep into the woods and 
waited for dark.

After dark he walked through the woods trying to evade 
capture. He came to a railroad and climbed aboard a flatcar 
and hid under a tarp as he tried to reach Allied lines. Five days 
later he was again walking but had not eaten in five days and 
was dehydrated. He was captured and sent to Stalag Luft 1 
POW camp where he would remain until the end of the war.

On April 30, 1945 the German guards, in fear of the 
approaching Russians, abandoned their posts at the prison 
camp and disappeared. Not wanting to wait for the Russians, 
Ralph left the camp and walked westward in hopes of reaching 

advancing Americans or 
allied forces. He was picked 
up by Canadians and sent 
to a hospital in England for 
a few weeks. From there he 
went back to the US by ship. 

Later in 1945 Ralph was 
married and decided to remain 
in the service. He was to fly 
F-84 and F-86 jet fighters 
and would retire in 1965 
as a Major. His retirement 
was not the end of his flying 
career. He continued to fly as 
a charter pilot for 20 years. He also was a stock car driver, a 
sport he did not give up until he was 89 years old! 

Ralph just celebrated his 99th birthday. When asked recently 
to what he owed his longevity and good health he replied  
that he exercised regularly, keeps active, and does not drink 
nor smoke. 
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 Ralph A. Brown in 1956

 Cadet Corporal R. A. Brown

Jr. Cadet Program
Two children got rewarded big time for participating in the 
Jr. Cadet Flight Activity Passport program at the Museum 
this summer. The two were randomly selected from those 
who completed the Passport. The two received a prize of 
a ride in a vintage Beechcraft T-34B “Mentor” and were 
able to meet and talk to the cadets during the reunion.

 WWII Veteran 
John Herrmann 
meets admirer 
and Jr. Cadet 
winner, 9-year-
old Dillon 
Minchew, during 
the annual 
reunion.
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For over 10 years, Danny Bradley has worked 
quietly in support of the Douglas 63rd 

Preservation Society and WWII 
Flight Training Museum. Highly 
knowledgeable in World War II 
history, his expertise is invaluable. 

In November 2008 he became the 
Museum’s curator. To keep better 
track of the Museum’s possessions, 
he created two databases, one for 
the inventory of items and one for 
the library books, and continues 
to keep the databases up to date. 
New donations, including some he 
has made himself, are added to the 
databases.

He has manned the Museum on numerous occasions and 
helped with special tours. To help new and developing Museum 
docents, he put together a detailed docent book with nearly 

every fact a docent 
would want to know! 

Danny’s expertise is not 
limited to curating and 
inventory, however. He 
is an extremely talented 
cabinet maker and 
has built two elegant 
artifact display cases, 
four book cases, two 
benches and two racks 
– one for a practice 
bomb and one for an 
oxygen tank. He even 
installed and painted 
the mailbox! 

Thank you, Danny, for 
your quiet efforts on 
behalf of the Museum!

Danny Bradley - A Volunteer Behind the Scenes

 Danny taking photos at the reunion.

Instructor Arthur Cunningham
Instructor Arthur Cunningham, who taught as 

a ground school instructor and flight 
instructor at the 63rd Detachment in 
1942-1943, contacted the museum 
through the website and 

by phone. He was an 
instructor at Douglas when 

he was 19. He also sent a photograph of himself and 
his students.

After March 1943, he taught at the college training 
detachment at Gettysburg, PA and went into Active 
Service in March 1944. He was discharged as a 
captain in August 1957. He flew C-47’s, C-46’s, 
C-54’s and C-124’s in Military Air Transport 
Service (M.A.T.S.) and was in Air-Sea Rescue. He 
was in North Africa, India, Europe, Pacific A-Bomb 
tests and in Korea 1952-1953. Later he was flight 
instructor for the Pennsylvania National Guard in 
Harrisburg, PA.

Mr. Cunningham was recently awarded the Wright 
Brothers Master Pilot Award, which recognizes 
pilots who have demonstrated professionalism, skill 

and aviation expertise by maintaining safe operations for 50 or 
more years. Mr. Cunningham expressed his sincere JOY about 
finding our website. He said it’s been a delight to learn about 
the lives of the cadets he taught.

www.wwiiflighttraining.org

 David E. Firestone, Instructor Arthur S. Cunningham, Richard W. Lins, Robert L. Long.



Our volunteers, cadet 
family members, and 
the City all helped 
make the annual 
Reunion a success. 
A special thank you 
goes to Mayor James 
Dennis for being at all 
the meetings to open 
them and welcome 
the Cadets. Helpers 
from Douglas’ 
Public Information 
Department included 
Georgia Henderson, 

Blondale Thomas, Pattie Merritt, and Kimberly Tucker. 
Thanks goes to Chuck Giese and Celeste McCrory for going 
all the way to Jacksonville to pick up Zeke and Stella. The 
pilots doing the flying were Jimmy and Paul Hunt. And of 
course, we sure do thank Russ and Connie Glover for all of 
their help. Celeste McCrory put on another great hangar lunch. 
Assisting her in serving and cleanup were Sue Harrington and 

Judy Hackett. Don Brooks 
brought the homemade ice 
cream that was a real treat! 
Hank Haklin, Bob Hackett 
and Wes Abler helped with 
table take down and grilling 
the meat. Jim Rimes was 
everywhere during the 
reunion, helping to make 
sure things were running smoothly. Sorry if 

we left anybody out – thank you, everybody!

As part of recent Museum improvements, Judy Hackett 
created, printed, laminated, and hung identification signs 
on the museum doors labelling the names of each room. A  
“no exit” sign for the double door in the Barracks Room was 
also made.

Danny Bradley created Rationing during World War II 
resource book that includes a special section that displays 
rationing tokens that were recently donated to the museum. He 

has also been working to identify and catalog records that were 
part of another recent donation.

Several recent newspaper articles were collected by Judy 
Hackett and added to the museum scrapbook.

Bob Hackett and Hank Haklin have made significant 
upgrades to the museum exterior by performing painting, 
screen work, and grounds maintenance.

Reunion Volunteer Efforts

Efforts Around the Museum



MIssIoN 
sTaTEMENT

The WWII Flight Training Museum 
is a non-profit organization that 
is entirely funded by donation, 
grants and contributions. It is 

dedicated to sharing the story of the 
courage and spirit of the American 

men and women who became pilots 
during the Second World War. 

Our primary mission is to preserve, 
protect, develop and advance 

the understanding of our nation’s 
aviation training heritage through 
collections, research, exhibits and 
interpretation of the 63rd Flight 

Training Detachment. Our secondary 
mission is to try to maintain the 

heritage and as much of the 
historical integrity of the Raymond-

Richardson Aviation School 
as possible.

The WWII Flight Training Museum
3 Airport Circle, Douglas, GA 31535 • 912-383-9111

 www.wwiiflighttraining.org
email: douglas63rd@windstream.net

The WWII Flight Training Museum
3 Airport Circle
Douglas, GA 31535

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

$50 ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS
• WWII Flight Training Museum card

• Quarterly museum newsletter 
• Free visits to the museum for your family and guests 

• Opportunity to help restore and maintain vintage aircraft 
• Honoring our veterans with your commitment 

• 10% discount on museum merchandise 
• Participation in special museum events

The 63rd Preservation Society is a 501c3 non-profit educational foundation. 
(Proceeds go toward museum maintenance)

Name:

Address:

City:               State:               Zip:

Email:

Phone number:

2016 63rd PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP

cut along dotted lines

Mail to:
The 63rd Preservation Society, Inc. 

WWII Flight Training Museum
P. O. Box 2770 • Douglas, GA 31534

In December of 2003, a small group of local 
citizens interested in history, aviation and 
heritage preservation gathered together 
to both protect the site of the Raymond-
Richardson Aviation School in Douglas, 

Georgia, and to create and operate a 
historical museum that would tell the story of not only our 
community’s role in WWII, but also share the lives of the men and 
women who lived, worked and trained at the facility. Thus, the 
63rd Preservation Society was formed.

The WWII Flight Training Museum is operated by this non-profit  
organization and is entirely funded by donations, gifts and grants. 
We believe that the museum can make a great contribution to the 
preservation of our heritage and to the education of both children 
and the public in general.

Is it a future worth securing? We think so. We hope you do, too. 
Become a friend of the museum through membership and help 
us preserve WWII aviation’s beginnings.

YOU CAN HELP!


