
The 63rd FTD Reunion was held 17-21 October and 
a great time was had by all. Don Brooks’ B-17 Flying 
Fortress “Liberty Bell” was here, along with his Flying 
Tiger P-40. Everyone also got to tour the newly painted 
C-47 and the Museum mascot, the PT-17 Stearman, 
made her debut on 19 October, beautifully restored by 
Tom Reilly and his crew.

Since WWII, many of the former cadets sought each 
other out and formed a reunion group that has 
remained active ever since. The 
veteran cadets have often revisited 
their wartime training home in 
Douglas and are already planning 
next year’s get together! We can’t 
wait to welcome them back.
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$50 ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS
• WWII Flight Training Museum card

• Quarterly museum newsletter 
• Free visits to the museum for your family and guests 

• Opportunity to help restore and maintain vintage aircraft 
• Honoring our veterans with your commitment 

• 10% discount on museum merchandise 
• Participation in special museum events

The 63rd Preservation Society is a 501c3 non-profit educational foundation. 
(Proceeds go toward museum maintenance)
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Let the Good Times Roll

MISSIoN 
STaTEMENT

The WWII Flight Training Museum 
is a non-profit organization that 
is entirely funded by donation, 
grants and contributions. It is 

dedicated to sharing the story of the 
courage and spirit of the American 

men and women who became pilots 
during the Second World War. 

Our primary mission is to preserve, 
protect, develop and advance 

the understanding of our nation’s 
aviation training heritage through 
collections, research, exhibits and 

interpretation of the 63rd Flight 
Training Detachment. Our secondary 

mission is to try to maintain the 
heritage and as much of the 

historical integrity of the Raymond-
Richardson Aviation School 

as possible.

The WWII Flight Training Museum
No. 3 Airport Circle, Douglas, GA 31533 • 912-383-9111

 www.ww2flighttrainingmuseum.org

The WWII Flight Training Museum
No. 3 Airport Circle
Douglas, GA 31533
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Mail to:
The 63rd Preservation Society, Inc. 

WWII Flight Training Museum
P. O. Box 190 • Douglas, GA 31534

In December of 2003, a small group of local 
citizens interested in history, aviation and 
heritage preservation gathered together 
to both protect the site of the Raymond-
Richardson Aviation School in Douglas, 

Georgia, and to create and operate a 
historical museum that would tell the story of not only our 
community’s role in WWII, but also share the lives of the men and 
women who lived, worked and trained at the facility. Thus, the 
63rd Preservation Society was formed.

The WWII Flight Training Museum is operated by this non-profit  
organization and is entirely funded by donations, gifts and grants. 
We believe that the museum can make a great contribution to the 
preservation of our heritage and to the education of both children 
and the public in general.

Is it a future worth securing? We think so. We hope you do, too. 
Become a friend of the museum through membership and help 
us preserve WWII aviation’s beginnings.

YOU CAN HELP!
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The Perfect Christmas Gift! Why not give a Membership to the WWII Flight Training 
Museum to those on your list? It will honor those who took to the air to defend our nation.

Our Museum
The WWII Flight Training Museum is in the unique setting of an actual 
WWII era Flight Training Airfield. We believe that it can make a great 
contribution to the preservation of our heritage in the future, and  
to the education of both children and the public in the area of our 
recent past. 

We welcome school groups where our educational service will be 
available to them. And, be sure to check out our ever-growing library.

If you have any item of historical interest connected to the Douglas 
airbase, WWII pilots or aircraft, or WWII aviation in general or would 
like to help with a financial gift, please contact us at your convenience.



More Donations of “First 
Hand” Account Books by 
Members of the 63rd FTD 

 
In the past, we were fortunate to obtain a copy of 
Warriors Who Ride the Wind by William F. X. Band, 
43D. I learned about this book through researching 
letters to Paul Schlundt in our files. The purchase was 
made by the Douglas Rotary Club. 

Robert Fessmire’s, 44E, Flight of a Maverick in the 
Secret War Against Hitler was a gift from the sons 
of Harley B. Pickett, a civilian flight instructor at the 

detachment. 

Our latest additions where 
acquired during the October 
Reunion. The event’s very 
capable organizer, John A. 
Hermann, 44B, 
is the author 
of two books: 
60 Days of My 

WWII Flight Training at the 63rd AAF-FTD 
Primary Flying School in Douglas, GA 
from July 29, 1943 to September 30, 1943. 
His second book, described as a novella, is 
entitled World War II Memories. In it Mr. 
Hermann covers his entire military career 
in a very engaging narrative, 
accompanied by many 
of his own photos. From 
his training to his active 
service as a pilot in the 27th 
Fighter Bomber Group/12th 
Tactical AAF, he includes 
detailed recollections of his 
harrowing 101 fighter flights 
in Italy and France in support 
of the Allied advance into 
Germany. This book provides 
a stunning firsthand account.

My Love Affair 
With Airplanes by 
Carl Dykman, 
45A, begins with 
his first flight as  
a boy at the  
Wilkes-Barre Air-
port in Ohio in a 
Curtiss Condor. 

The adventure cost $5 which his mother graciously sup-
plied as he recognized his fascination with aircraft. Fol-
lowing his flight training, he piloted many types of aircraft, 
captained crews, and later instructed. Much of his service 
was in the postwar Pacific area. Some of the aircraft he has 
flown are: C-45s, C-47s, C-119s, C-130s and C-121s.

After retirement from the Air Force, Mr. Dykman flew 
medical missions in Africa, and pursued advanced degrees 
to enable him to teach the deaf. His self-published book 
is impressively hand-bound by the author – no small feat.

We again thank Karen Martorelli of Savannah 
for the continuing contribution of impressive 
titles to our collection. Halden Casey of West 
Green (a veteran of the Battle of the Bulge) has 
recently made a generous book donation to us 
as well.

Please note that duplicates and 
materials not specifically related to 
our collection are culled by Curator, 
Danny Bradley, to be sold for 
fund raising. Members are invited 
to avail themselves of the library 
during open hours from 11-4 on 
Fridays and Saturdays. Although 
the Museum will be closed on the 
Saturdays before Christmas and 
New Years, it will be open on each 
preceding Friday.

Happy Holidays & Peace on Earth!

     Introduction by Weezie Barendse

At the end of the depression, 
cash was desperately needed by  
everyone, and with no 
cash flow to speak of, the 

base here at Douglas was a 
God send to the area. It put folks back to work and cash 
flow into a devestated area. Money was desperately 
needed and folks were needed to work at the airport, so 
it was a win-win for everyone.

As this story is long, I am going to run it in two parts.  
It was written by Red Myers, son of Gerald Reno Myers, 
and I hope you enjoy it as much as I did.

Part 1 of 2
Gerald Reno Myers, Sr., was born in Broxton, GA, in cen-
tral Coffee County, on November 9, 1909. Although he was 
an only child, he grew up with lots of aunts, uncles, and 
cousins. About the time he became a teenager, his father, 
a carpenter, moved the family to Florida, where he could 
make better money with his craft. It was on a weekend trip 
to Daytona Beach that Gerald saw his first plane up close: 
a man was selling rides in a World War I biplane, using the 
hard packed sand of the beach as an airstrip. Gerald took off 
for his first plane ride, and by the time he landed, he was in 
love with airplanes. 

At sixteen, Gerald suffered a compound fracture of his thigh 
in a fruit-packing plant accident, and he persuaded his parents 
to let him return to Coffee County to recover. As soon as he 
was able, he was hunting, trapping, and fishing the woods 
and creeks of the county with his cousins. By the time he 
was twenty, he and a couple of pals got “rambling fever” and 
hopped a freight to Florida-and later to Louisiana, Texas, and 
Oklahoma. But these escapades gave way to more mature 
interests. While working on a farm as a hired plowman, he 
courted and married the farmer’s daughter. Soon he had a 
family of six children to support, so in the winters when there 
wasn’t much agricultural work in Coffee County, he took his 
family to Florida to work the fruit harvest. 

In 1941, they were living in Eustis, FL, when the draft 
for World War II was instituted. In the spring of 1942,  
Gerald moved his family back to Georgia, and he got a job 
at the airport in Douglas. On the advice of Bob Richardson, 
he joined the enlisted reserves, which exempted him from  
active military duty because he held a defense job. On July 
24, 1942, Gerald started work as a mechanic and remained 
at the airport until the contract school closed on December 
28, 1944.

While working at Raymond-Richardson, Gerald developed 
camaraderie with many of the flight instructors, military  
officers, and fellow employees. Because he knew the  

people and land of Coffee County, he 
could help his new friends find places to 
hunt and fish. Soon, he earned a promo-
tion to crew chief, or line chief. He 
worked on the flight line, where the 
planes were readied for the day’s  
activities. His crew was responsible for 
fueling, services, and “preflighting” 
the airplanes. If a plane had been taken 

off flight status for me-
chanical problems, a test 
pilot made sure that it was 
airworthy after being  
repaired. And sometimes 
Gerald would get to go 
along. He would tell his 
children about all the  
maneuvers the pilot put the 
plane through-spins, stalls, 
loops, and rolls. Once when 
bad weather forced an evac-

uation of the field, he was assigned to go along as they flew 
all the planes to Tuskegee Institute, the Black school in  
Alabama where the famed Tuskegee Airmen were trained. 
(Part 2 to be continued in the next issue) 

by Carroll C. “Red” MyersGerald Reno Myers, Sr.Museum Update by Eda Sutcliffe Kenney, Education Director

Help Us Keep Them Flying 
Volunteers are needed to help with warbird restoration.  
All experience levels are encouraged to join us. You will gain 
an extended family and friendships that will last a lifetime. 

We have just completed the restoration of our PT-17 
Stearman and SNJ. The rebuild of another B-17 is now in 
the works. Call Tom Reilly at 407-301-3446 or stop by the 
hangar anytime!

Eda Kenney and Carl Dykman

Our Stearman PT-17 flies! 
What an exciting day it was!


