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Flight of a Maverick In the Secret War Against Hitler
by Robert H. Fesmire, Cadet 1944E 

(excerpted from his book)during October in 1942,  
i arrived in douglas, ga, 
for about six weeks of 
primary flight training 
in a stearman PT-17. it 

looked like an antique 
bi-winged plane, and there was no radio in it.  
The primary airfield was just as primitive. 
Planes took off and landed on grass.

Mr. harley B. Pickett, Jr., was my flight instruc-
tor, and we hit it off perfectly. he was a great 
person, and i learned to love him. Because  
he was a civilian pilot, he was easier to get 
along with.

i soloed after ten hours of flying with him. 

a few days later i reported to the operation 
office to practice acrobatic flying with Mr. 
Pickett. a second lieutenant i had never seen 
before approached me. he looked as though 
he was my age, and his face was angry.

“Mister!” he shouted to me. “what’s your 
name?”

i told him.

“i’m going to take you up for a test flight.  
i just arrived at this base and you’re the first 

cadet i’m going to 
wash out.” The hell you 
are, i thought to my-
self even as i clamped 
my teeth together. 

The crazy lieutenant 
went on to explain that 
he had finished cadet 
training and was com-
missioned just a month 
ago. he had applied 
for fighter pilot training but wasn’t accepted.  
he was sent here as an instructor pilot. he 
wasn’t happy and was ready to sacrifice a few 
cadets here to make him feel better.

he was angry throughout my test flight.  
all he said as we left the plane was, “you’re 
through as a cadet.” i was dumbfounded, but  
Mr. Pickett was livid when he heard the news.

“i’m going to the base commander and 
straighten out that young shave-tail!” he told 

me. within an hour he was back with good 
news. The hotshot lieutenant was ordered to 
give me another test flight.

without letting anyone know, Mr. Pickett 
gave me two practice flights during the week. 
he was pleased with my skill in all maneuvers  
 

from the Preface
by William E. Colby

Former Director, CIA

“In Flight of a Maverick Dr. 
Fesmire has written a warm and 
inspiring account of how one 
young man responded to his 
country’s call in World War II. It 
reflects how that war reached an 
entire generation of American 
youths in their small towns 
through the US, trained them in  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

complex and novel techniques 
and sent them around the world 
to fight for freedom. In his case, 
that involved learning to fly 
huge four-motored bombers 
and guiding them over hostile 
territory where other young men 
pointed anti-aircraft weapons  
at them.

“Dr. Fesmire’s amusing accounts 
of some of his mishaps and 
adventures in training inspired 
similar memories in his readers 
who went through such 
experiences. But when he gets to 
his specific role during the war, 
he opens a page of history which 
has received almost no attention 
in the post-War world.”

Robert Fesmire
September 1944

Robert Fesmire, Douglas, GA. 1943. PT-17 Primary.

BT-13A. Basic plane.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

B-24 Liberator



P-40E is Airborne
after years of hard work, don 
Brooks’ curtiss P-40e #41-5709 
Warhawk got back into the air  
on 25 august 2009! This was her 
first time since 29 september 
1942 when it was damaged in an alaskan 
landing accident. exactingly restored by Tom reilly, the 
fighter was flown by test pilot, elliot cross. since that first flight,  
approximately five hours have been put on the plane.

Forgotten Fields of  
  America

author and wwii aviation historian,  
lou Thole, has written four volumes 
about the “Forgotten Fields of America”. 
These books tell the story of the build 
up of the usaaf training program.  

he has created a pleasant irony in that 
“forgotten fields” are no longer forgotten. instead, they are 
brought back to life again with vivid storytelling and imagery 
that meaningfully connects past and present. They are an  
excellent comprehensive study of an often overlooked portion 
of american history. each chapter focuses on an airbase to tell 
part of that story. 

few people realize how many now vacant airfields in the us 
were once home to hundreds of thousands of men and women 
as they trained to serve our country. he has delved into what 
really happened in these places, and keeps alive the stories of 
real people’s work and sacrifices. 

Mr. Thole would like to include the 63rd fTd in his next volume 
and has asked that we help with this effort. he wants copies of 
articles that deal with human interest stories, the opening of 
the station and the closing, and any news about douglas that 
had an impact on the base. 

Pictures are also a challenge. should you have any pictures  
or know where we could find them that we could scan and  
use, it would be great. 

If you have articles or photos, please contact 
Weezie Barendse at weezieb@charter.net or 

172 Basswood Road, Douglas, GA 31535.

On 21 November the Museum 
board and volunteers put on a 
very nice hamburger/hotdog  
fly-in luncheon to benefit the 
museum and it was a big success. 
we had a good turnout even 
though the weather was 
threatening at times. we had 
planes fly in from florida and 

south carolina as well as from georgia. 
Many of our eaa friends – sweet Onion 
aviators from vidalia and the group 
from cannon creek – came as well. 

we hope you will be able 
to join us for our next fly-in 
scheduled for february or 
March in 2010. The exact 
date will appear in our next 
newsletter.

by Weezie Barendse

 
and assured me once again that i would pass the flight test.  
i couldn’t have had a better friend, and i loved him.

The day came for the test flight with the dumb lieutenant. 
aside from telling me which maneuver to make, he said 
nothing. after we landed he said “Okay” and walked away. 

about ten days later i was ready for basic flight training.  
unlike other bases where i had trained, i felt a little sad  
leaving douglas. i would miss Mr. harley B. Pickett, Jr., and i 
felt like i was leaving my best friend behind.”

Robert Fesmire went on to become a  
pilot of a B-24 for a crew of “Carpetbag-
gers,” whose mission it was to make night 
flights over occupied countries and drop 
OSS men and supplies to the underground.  
He belonged to a division of the 856th 

Squadron of the 801st/492nd Bomb Group, 8th Air Force. Their  
efforts were so secret that the code name “Carpetbaggers” was not 
released until after the war. And, thanks to the Pickett family, our 
museum has a signed copy of his book “Flight of a Maverick”.

“i was used to using my own judgment ever since i had been 
a child, and the experience carried over into my military life. 
i became a maverick pilot, and it contributed to our crew’s 
becoming one of the few to complete all of the missions we 
attempted. in “flight of a Maverick” i offer true stories of my 
experiences, most of them told from the vantage point of a 
carpetbagger pilot… the window of a black B-24.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Very exciting plans are in the making for our 
2010 Reunion of the 63rd AAF Flight Training Detachment this 

coming October. We look forward to seeing you again this year! 
More information to come in our next newsletter.

Our Hamburger/Hot Dog Fly-In was Great

A special thanks to all of the museum board 
members and great volunteers that made 

the Fly-In such a huge success!

The 63rd FTD Legacy Fund
leaving a gift to charity in your will is a very special way of helping to 
secure the future of the wwii flight Training Museum which portrays 
the history of the men and women who took to the air to defend our 
nation from 1939 to 1945.

This fund exists to help operate the museum and to further our mis-
sion of sharing the important role of our military airmen, as well as 
togrow as an educational organization. contributions will be used to 
safeguard and maintain the historical integrity of the structure; to 
provide funds for the historical interpretation of the lives of the pilots, 
their training and their aircraft; and to provide an important educa-
tional resource to the community that it serves.

Bequests to the wwii flight Training Museum are exempt from inheri-
tance tax as the museum is a 501c3 non-profit educational foundation.



The fifth air force has its beginnings as far east air force 
(feaf), which was the military aviation arm of the 

united states army in the Philippines just 
prior to and at the beginning of world 
war ii. formed on august 4, 1941, feaf 
was the predecessor of the fifth air 
force of the united states army air 

forces and united states air force.

World War II • immediately after the outbreak of the Pacific 
war in december, Brereton sought permission from theater 
commander gen douglas Macarthur to conduct air raids against 
Japanese forces in formosa, but was refused. as a consequence, 
feaf was largely destroyed on the ground by Japanese air attacks. 
following the Japanese invasion of the Philippines, the remnants 
of feaf relocated southwards to bases in the dutch east indies. 
after those islands also fell to Japanese forces early in 1942, feaf 
headquarters moved to australia and was redesignated fifth air 
force on 5 february 1942. its surviving personnel and aircraft were 
detached to other commands and the headquarters remained 
unmanned for several months, but elements played a small part in 
the Battle of the coral sea (7-8 May 1942).

headquarters fifth air force was re-staffed at Brisbane, australia 
on 18 september 1942 and placed under the command of Major 
general george Kenney. united states army air forces units in 
australia, including fifth air force, were eventually reinforced and 
re-organised following their initial defeats in the Philippines and 
the east indies. at the time that Kenney had arrived, there were 
three fighter groups and five bombardments groups.

Fighter Groups:
· 8th f (P-39) Townsville, australia 
· 49th fg (P-40) darwin, australia 
· 35th fg (P-40) Port Moresby, New guinea  

Bomber Groups:
·  3rd Bg (B-25, a-20, & a-24)  

charters Towers, australia 
·  19th Bg (Non-Operational.  

Battle scarred from Philippines  
& Java) Mareeba, australia 

· 22nd Bg (B-26) woodstock, australia 
·  43rd Bg (Not equipped) Port Moresby, 

New guinea 
· 38th Bg (B-25, Not operational) charters Towers, australia

in addition, fifth air force controlled two transport squadrons and one 
photographic squadron comprising 1,602 officers and 18,116 men.

Kenney was later appointed commander of allied air forces in the south 
west Pacific area, reporting directly to general douglas Macarthur. 
under Kenney’s leadership, the fifth air force and royal australian air 
force provided the aerial spearhead for Macarthur’s island hopping 
campaign. On 4 November 1942, the 5th air force commenced 
sustained action against the Japanese in Papua New guinea.

The fifth air force along with the Thirteenth air force was assigned 
to the newly-created united states far east air forces (feaf) on 
august 3, 1944.

when the war ended, fifth air force had an unmatched record 
of 3,445 aerial victories, led by the nation’s two top fighter aces 
Major richard Bong and Major Thomas Mcguire, with 40 and 38 
confirmed victories respectively, and two of fifth air force’s ten 
Medal of honor recipients.

shortly after world war ii ended in august, fifth air force relocated 
to irumagawa air Base, Japan, about september 25, 1945 as part 
of the allied occupation forces. The command remained in Japan 
until december 1, 1950 performing occupation duties.
      source: www.wikipedia.org

by Danny Bradley, Curator 
WWII Flight Training Museum5th AIR FORCE HISTORY

“WEEZIE” The Riveter
we’ve had calls, e-mails and “in person” inquiries 
regarding the wonderful design and editing of 
the Cadet Flyer you have in hand. Marketing 
specialist, louisa “weezie” Barendse, donates 
her professional expertise to the Museum’s 
marketing needs, including our stationery, 
brochures, flyers and event advertising posters. 
she is also the organizer of the wildly popular 
fly-ins we have which feature fun raffles and 
tours that have substantially benefitted the Museum. all this is in 
addition to her work in warbird restoration under the supervision 
of Tom reilly. in this role she reprises the contributions of thousands 
of “rosie the riveters” whose labor force dominated the world 
war ii aircraft assembly lines that helped to win that war. “weezie” 
traces her passion and dedication for the preservation of warbirds 
and this history as the result of being raised an army brat of a pilot 
father, robert Barendse, who flew in wwii, Korea and vietnam.

Memberships
Through our membership in the georgia historical  
society, i was able to obtain the professional services  
of Nora galler lewis and lynette stoudt from savannah  
to do a one day onsite assessment of our facility at  
no cost to us. we are looking forward to their report  
in the coming weeks in order to better guide us in our 

preservation efforts. Museum 
library volunteer, lucie Bryant, 
received a crash course in  
using noninvasive archival 
materials to cover our books.

in response to my request, 
the board approved our new 
membership in the georgia 

association of Museums and galleries which should provide 
us with more exposure to the museum-going public.

Museum Update 9+ to 90+

The Perfect Christmas Gift! Why not give a Membership to the WWII Flight Training Museum 
to those on your list that are interested in WWII aviation, history and historic preservation.

by Eda S. Kenney, Education Director
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2010 63rd Preservation 
society MeMbershiP

in december of 2003, a small group of local 
citizens interested in history, aviation and 
heritage preservation gathered together 
to both protect the site of the raymond-
richardson aviation school in douglas, 

georgia, and to create and operate a histori-
cal museum that would tell the story of not only our community’s 
role in wwii, but also share the lives of the men and women who 
lived, worked and trained at the facility. Thus, the 63rd Preserva-
tion society was formed.

The wwii flight Training Museum is operated by this non-profit  
organization and is entirely funded by donations, gifts and grants. 
we believe that the museum can make a great contribution to 
the preservation of our heritage and to the education of both 
children and the public in general.

is it a future worth securing? we think so. we hope you do, too. 
Become a friend of the museum through membership and help 
us preserve wwii aviation’s beginnings.

YOU CAN HELP!

$50 ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS
• WWII Flight Training Museum card 

• Quarterly museum newsletter 
• Free visits to the museum for your family and guests 

• Opportunity to help restore and maintain vintage aircraft  
• Honoring our veterans with your commitment  

• 10% discount on museum merchandise 
• Participation in special museum events

The 63rd Preservation Society is a 501c3 non-profit educational foundation. 
(Proceeds go toward museum maintenance)

cut along dotted lines

MIssIoN 
sTaTEMENT

The WWII Flight Training Museum is 
a non-profit organization that is 

entirely funded by donation, grants 
and contributions. It is dedicated to 
sharing the story of the courage and 

spirit of the American men and 
women who became pilots during 

the Second World War. Our primary 
mission is to preserve, protect, 

develop and advance the 
understanding of our nation’s 

aviation training heritage through 
collections, research, exhibits and 

interpretation of the 63rd Flight 
Training Detachment. Our secondary 

mission is to try to maintain the 
heritage and as much of the 

historical integrity of the Raymond-
Richardson Aviation School as 

possible.

The WWII Flight Training Museum
No. 3 Airport Circle, Douglas, GA 31533 • 912-383-9111

 www.ww2flighttrainingmuseum.org

The wwii flight Training Museum
No. 3 airport circle
douglas, ga 31533

Mail to:
The 63rd Preservation Society, Inc. 

WWII Flight Training Museum
P. O. Box 190 • Douglas, GA 31534


