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with america’s entry into the war, the 
douglas airbase was expanded with 
the construction of more barracks and 
the addition of more aircraft and  

cadets as well. wwii air corps cadets 
went through three levels of flight training – Primary, Basic, 
and advanced. each of these ascending levels of training 
lasted for three months, although as the war went on a few 
weeks were trimmed from this. By the time this base closed 
in december of 1944, along with most of the other civilian 
schools, over 10,000 men had gone through primary and 
ground school at the douglas facility. 
some men came for just a few days to 
prove their flying skills, while most stayed 
for the entire training program.  

some classes were unique, like the classes 
of australian and english pilots and the 
well remembered class made up entirely 
of army west Point graduates that astonished the local citi-
zenry with their precision drills and marches. Many local 
women also received training in douglas, although not as 
military pilots. They became the flight dispatchers and  

aircraft mechanics that 
kept the base operating 
smoothly and the planes 
in the air. 

The pilots who earned 
their wings here went on 
to fly and fight in every 
major theater of the globe 

spanning war – in the skies of america and North africa, at 
palm tree level over the islands of the south Pacific, over the 
humid indian Ocean, the lonely stretches of the North and 
south atlantic, and hopping the deadly hedgerows of france. 
douglas’ own 63rd flight Training detachment men flew 
bombing runs over germany, flew important war cargo over 
the himalayan “hump”, shot down Messerschmitt fighters 
over italy, soared through blazing anti-aircraft fire as a  
matter of daily survival, and carried morale building v-mail 
all over the planet. 

since wwii, many of the former 
air cadets sought each other out 
and formed a reunion group that 
has remained active ever since. 
The veteran cadets have often revisited their wartime  
training home in douglas as they did in October of 2006 to 
attend the ribbon cutting ceremony for the wwii flight 
Training Museum. The new Museum is housed in one of the 
pre-war cadet barracks. The old structure was completely  
restored to its vintage appearance. One room shows visitors 
what a 1942 barracks looked like, complete with bunks, 
desks, and chairs from the original base as well as a group of 

cadets waiting for inspection. additionally, 
tour groups are taken through other 
rooms dedicated to the story of the 63rd 
flight Training detachment, war training 
schools, wwii bombers and fighter  
aircraft, survival 
gear, and pilot and 
aircrew combat 

equipment. The exhibits conclude 
with a look at issues on the home 
front and what happened to the airfield since the war. 

during world war Two, many former 
douglas cadets won awards and 
honors and some gave all for the 
continued freedom of our nation. 
The men that came though this sin-
gle small base, just one of the first of what would eventually 
be 65 such schools across the country, flew well and fought 
hard in the greatest air conflict the world has ever seen.  
The wwii flight Training Museum is dedicated to these brave 
pilots and to the city that they temporarily called home.  
The museum is located at Number 3 airport circle to the 
right of the dNr office and is open to the public every friday 
and saturday 11 am to 4 pm with guided tours offered at the 
top of each hour. Tours may also include vintage military  
aircraft that are under restoration at the wwii hangar  
nearby. contact the museum for further tour information, 
special events, and updates on our upcoming rotating  
exhibits, such as Fire Below, Hell Above: WWII Anti-aircraft 
Weapons which is now on display. 

by Todd Womack, Curator WWII Flight Training Museum

Flight Training and Douglas’ Role in WWII Highlighted in Museum - Part 2

Become a member of the museum and 
help us preserve wwii aviation’s 
beginnings. The world war ii flight 
Training Museum interprets the 

untold story of the thousands of men 
and women who volunteered to learn to fly and flight in the 
world’s greatest airborne conflict. Now more than ever, your 
contributions will help preserve our heritage and to help 
educate future generations.

YOU CAN HELP!

MISSIon StatEMEnt
The WWII Flight Training Museum is a non-profit organization 
that is entirely funded by donation, grants and contributions.  
It is dedicated to sharing  the story of the courage and spirit of 
the American men and women who became pilots during the 

Second World War. Our primary mission is to preserve, 
protect, develop and advance the understanding  of our 
nation’s aviation training heritage through collections, 
research, exhibits and interpretation of the 63rd Flight 

Training Detachment.  Our secondary mission is to try to 
maintain the heritage and as much of the historical integrity 

of the Raymond-Richardson Aviation School as possible.

The WWII Flight Training Museum • P.O. Box 190, Douglas, GA 31534
No. 3 Airport Circle, Douglas, GA 31533

912-383-9111 • douglas63rd@accessatc.net

$50 ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS
• wwii flight Training Museum card • Quarterly museum newsletter 

• free visits to the museum for your family and guests 
• Opportunity to help restore and maintain vintage aircraft  

• honoring our veterans with your commitment  
• 10% discount on museum merchandise 
• Participation in special museum events

The 63rd Preservation society is a 501c3 non-profit educational foundation. 
(Proceeds go toward museum maintenance)
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WWII Flight Training Museum
P. O. Box 190  •  Douglas, GA  31534

Future newsletters will be available to members only. 
Don’t forget to join!

The base opened (officially) on  
5 October 1941. its history actually 

began two years earlier in the spring 
of 1939. Mr. wesley raymond (then of Macon, ga) and J.M. 
Thrash, President of south georgia college, established a 
caa pilot program at the college. The caa program would 
later form the core of the air base. 

in early 1941 the army began 
searching for suitable sites for a Primary school. a local 
committee set up by the county commission chairman 
Noah holton was successful in gaining community support 
for a base. This committee acted as a liaison between the 
military and the city. colonel weaver, the commanding  
Officer of the southeast Training center (Maxwell field, al) 
assured the committee in an interview that a school would 
be located in douglas if land could be obtained for a  
main field, 2 auxiliary fields, and developed along with 
other essential requirements. This was completed on  
15 May 1941. 

The city and 
county con-
structed the air-
port and the 
initial work on 
the other fields. 
On 29 June 
1941 contracts 

were let for the hangers, barracks, 
mess hall, infirmary, and ground school buildings. a local 
bond was passed on 21 august 1941 to finance the project.  
On 23 august 1941 the post was formally activated.  
Because the landing strip was not long enough, the air 
corps did not take over until October 1941. in most respects 
the post was complete when the first 50 cadets moved in. 
There were 18 mechanics, 16 flight instructors, 2 ground 
school instructors, and army officers and personnel.

VIEW FROM THE COCKPIT          Installment #1

A Pilot’s View of Douglas • 1941 - 1944
130 Instructors • 140 PT-17s • 9800 Cadets

The Beginning
by Ken Hayes



 (from a letter to Paul schlundt)

“when i washed out at douglas, i was 
reclassified as bombardier navigator 
and sent to Tyndall field, fl, for gunnery 

school. from there to san angelo, where 
i graduated as a bombardier navigator in february 1944.

assigned to B-26 Marauders at lake charles, la, for  
crew training.

flew the northern route to england, and great dunmow 
with the 554th Bomb squadron, 386th Bomb group… flew 
28 missions on the B-26 in vader. i flew lead navigator in the 
a-26 for 12 more missions, making a total of 40 missions.

flew from great dunmow, then moved to Beaumont-sur-Oise 
in france and finished the war in st. Trond, Belgium.

was released from service at camp Blanding, fl on  
26 October 1945.

went to art school in New york. came to los angeles in  
1947 and married lillian, who came from florida.

i started working at columbia Pictures and went from studio 
to studio, becoming an art director doing many movies and 
getting two academy award nominations, one for ‘star Trek, 
The Motion Picture’ and one for ‘Terms of endearment’.

last week was my final day with ‘dick Tracy’ with warren  
Beatty directing. (31 august 1989)

in 1968, i did a picture called ‘catch 22’ where i relived all  
of my air force experiences all over again except these  
airplanes were B-25s.”
      – harold

HAROLD MICHELSON

COME FLY WITH US!

Monday is open to explore the antique shops and specialty  
boutiques of douglas. and, for the adventurous, have a picnic 
at general coffee state Park and visit the heritage village. That  
evening, the coffee county high school show choir will entertain 
while you enjoy fried fish, grilled chicken and all the fixin’s.

The PT-17s will be waiting at don Brooks’ hangar Tuesday morning 
to take everybody up for some stick time. Tours of the wwii flight 
Training Museum will also be available. a hot buffet will be served 
in the hangar for lunch and the stearman rides will continued 
through the afternoon. wrap up a wonderful 
day with a wine and cheese reception at the 
hampton inn that evening.

On wednesday morning, the fun continues 
with rides in the PT-17s and light refreshments 
in the Brooks’ hangar. should inclement weather 
cancel flying the day before, the afternoon will 
be open for more flying. you can also take a 
peek at our local history and visit the heritage 
station Museum.

Take Thursday to hit the attractions and restaurants you weren’t 
able to fit in earlier in the week. finally, a special evening is 
planned at the douglas golf & country club, featuring a program 
from don Brooks and a delicious meal with steak, chicken and  
the trimmings!

We look forward to seeing you again this year!

2008 Reunion of the 63rd AAF-FTD – October 5th-10th

A calendar of museum events 
will be posted in our next newsletter.

BOOK SALE & OPEN HOUSE • Oct. 4, 2008 • 11am-4pm
New • Used • Out of Print Books

american history, Military history, aviation, science, Nature, georgia subjects and fiction
At least 50% off the cover price with all proceeds going to support the museum.

Also on sale
New museum t-shirts, die-cast models, lapel pins, toy gliders and much more!

come out and support the Museum and visit with the returning wwii veterans who will 
be with us all week! There will be special tours of the wwii flight Training Museum, and 

you can see the vintage aircraft restoration projects in the wwii hangar.
if you have some books you would like to donate to the Museum prior to the sale, drop 

them by the Museum on fridays and saturdays, or send them to the Museum.

A calendar of 
museum events 

Learn Warbird 
Restoration and Help Us 

Keep Them Flying

Volunteers are needed to learn 
warbird restoration. All experience 

levels are encouraged to join us. 
You will gain an extended family 

and friendships that will last a 
lifetime! Call Tom Reilly at 

407-301-3446 or stop by the 
hangar anytime!

The Vintage Aircraft of  Douglas
A trip to the northeast side of the airport will reveal many vintage aircraft one might not expect to find

 in a small Southern town.  We are very fortunate to have such a collection.

Also housed in the WWII north hangar is the top turret from 
the B-17 “Big Stoop” recovered during the Greenland Expedition, 
and a Sperry A-13A ball turret also used in B-17s.  

C-47 #12425 is a real combat veteran with lots of 
history; including D-Day at Normandy, Market Garden 

and the Greenland Expedition, to name a few.

North American SNJ-5C #42-85423.  
Built in 1942, this trainer is 

painted in the U.S. Navy colors.

A rare SNJ-3 also under 
restoration saw a lot of service 

during the war in Europe.

PT-17 Stearman #75-7768 is the 
same type of aircraft in which  the 
cadets of the 63rd learned to fly.

Labrador Canada B-17 - # 44-83790 was recovered 
in October  2004 at the bottom of Dyke Lake 

and brought to Douglas for restoration.

B-17 “Liberty Belle” - #44-85734.  
Just completed an historic trip to Europe to honor all veterans of WWII.

B-25 Mitchell Medium Bomber # 44-86697 
“Killer B” was completely restored in 1995 and 

is a shining example of the type of plane
 that Jimmy Doolittle bombed Tokyo with 

after Pearl Harbor.

On 7 April 2008 the extremely rare XP-82 # 483887 
arrived to begin restoration.  This was the prototype 

for the long range fighter, the Twin Mustang.

P-40E Warhawk #41-5709A.  Restoration of 
this rare “Flying Tiger” is almost complete. 

The museum is located on the campus of the 63rd flight 
Training detachment in douglas, ga. The site is the most 
intact, freestanding, primary flight training facility left in the 
united states, consisting as it does of 13 original buildings, 
including two hangars and the instructors’ barracks.  
The museum housed therein recreates its original billeting 
aspects as well as housing the Paul schlundt reference  
library and archive. exhibits highlighting military and  
civilian contributions to the war effort include unique and 
often rarely seen artifacts of the era.

your entrance to the center is from 441 south past the white 
guard house to the Museum just right of the flagpole.  
it provides an introduction to 
the story of thousands of men 
who made this entry before 
you when they volunteered 
to learn to fly in the world’s 
greatest airborne conflict.

WWII Flight Training Museum
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