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MISSIoN 
StatEMENt

The WWII Flight Training Museum 
is a non-profit organization that 
is entirely funded by donation, 
grants and contributions. It is 

dedicated to sharing the story of the 
courage and spirit of the American 

men and women who became pilots 
during the Second World War. 

Our primary mission is to preserve, 
protect, develop and advance 

the understanding of our nation’s 
aviation training heritage through 
collections, research, exhibits and 

interpretation of the 63rd Flight 
Training Detachment. Our secondary 

mission is to try to maintain the 
heritage and as much of the 

historical integrity of the Raymond-
Richardson Aviation School 

as possible.

The WWII Flight Training Museum
3 Airport Circle, Douglas, GA 31535 • 912-383-9111

 www.wwiiflighttraining.org
email: douglas63rd@windstream.net

The WWII Flight Training Museum
3 Airport Circle
Douglas, GA 31535

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

$50 ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS
• WWII Flight Training Museum card

• Quarterly museum newsletter 
• Free visits to the museum for your family and guests 

• Opportunity to help restore and maintain vintage aircraft 
• Honoring our veterans with your commitment 

• 10% discount on museum merchandise 
• Participation in special museum events

The 63rd Preservation Society is a 501c3 non-profit educational foundation. 
(Proceeds go toward museum maintenance)

Name:

Address:

City:               State:               Zip:

Email:

Phone number:

2012 63rd PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP

cut along dotted lines

Mail to:
The 63rd Preservation Society, Inc. 

WWII Flight Training Museum
P. O. Box 2770 • Douglas, GA 31535

In December of 2003, a small group of local 
citizens interested in history, aviation and 
heritage preservation gathered together 
to both protect the site of the Raymond-
Richardson Aviation School in Douglas, 

Georgia, and to create and operate a 
historical museum that would tell the story of not only our 
community’s role in WWII, but also share the lives of the men and 
women who lived, worked and trained at the facility. Thus, the 
63rd Preservation Society was formed.

The WWII Flight Training Museum is operated by this non-profit  
organization and is entirely funded by donations, gifts and grants. 
We believe that the museum can make a great contribution to the 
preservation of our heritage and to the education of both children 
and the public in general.

Is it a future worth securing? We think so. We hope you do, too. 
Become a friend of the museum through membership and help 
us preserve WWII aviation’s beginnings.

YOU CAN HELP!

by William F.X. Band, IIIWilliam F.X. Band, Flying Tiger

My father, Bill Band, 
went through Pre-

Flight Training at Max-
well Field, Montgomery, 
Alabama. From there he 

was ordered to the 63rd 
Flight Training Detachment 

at Douglas, Georgia. He was in the 1943 D class. It 
was at Douglas where he first learned to fly. His in-
structor, Joe Thalman, was not only his teacher but 
became a mentor and friend. Surviving a 45 percent 
washout rate, he moved on to Basic at Greenville, 
Mississippi. He then went to single engine fighter 
training at Dothan, Alabama.

He became a fighter pilot with the Flying Tigers (16th Fighter 
Sq, 51st Fighter Group) where he flew P-40s on 102 combat 
missions. Post war he was with the F.B.I. until recalled for the 
Korean War, where he spent another 4 years.

He was awarded the Silver Star, 3 Distinguished Flying 
Crosses, and 3 Air Medals, a decoration from the Chinese 
government, plus Chinese pilot wings.

He described the September 7, 1944 action for which he was 
awarded the Silver Star this way:

“I was leading a P-40 flight with George Walston, Dick Frase 
and Harry Miller. We took off from Kweilin at 6:15 a.m. on 
an offensive sweep of the road and river in the Kiyang area 
east of Lingling. We set fire to a number of river steamers and 
strafed scattered groups of troops. While returning, my wing 
man and I flew low reconnaissance seeking other targets, 
while the other two flew top cover. Reaching a narrow valley 
we came upon a large concentration of troops and cavalry. 
Various estimates placed the number as high as 4,000 men. We 
moved in for a strafing attack in the face of rifle and machine 
gun fire. On the first pass, I heard several bullets smash into 
my aircraft. After that first pass most of the flight called that 
they were out of ammunition, having expended all of their .50 
caliber ordinance on the steamers and other targets. Rather 

than pass up a chance to damage 
such a large mass of the enemy I 
had my wing man skip-bomb the 
concentration with his belly tank. 
I followed his pass, igniting the 
gasoline soaked men and horses 
with a burst of machine gun fire. 
Flying into their heavy curtain of 
fire I was hit again and had an 
immediate spray of oil cover the 
windshield. Since the instruments 
checked all right and the engine 
still seemed to be running smoothly, 

I had the other two members of the flight skip their tanks into 
the troops. I followed each pass with a burst of machine gun fire 
leaving flaming 100 octane gasoline covering the enemy. Men 
on fire could be seen running in all directions. By this time my 
windshield was completely blackened with oil. With canopy 
open for visibility, and experiencing some anxious moments, I 
brought the flight back to base below what was now a 500-foot 
overcast with rainstorms. My engine quit altogether as I was 
landing. We were all on the ground at 8:45. We had expended 
6,000 rounds of .50 caliber ammunition. Although I felt that 
the entire flight deserved recognition, I was recommended for 
the award of the Silver Star for this mission.”

He was shot down 4 times, once 
by a Japanese aircraft and three 
by ground fire. He used to joke 
that had he been shot down one 
more time, he would have been 
a Japanese ace.

In 1993, he wrote the interest-
ing, and sometimes humor-
ous book Warriors Who Ride 
the Wind, which describes his 
service with the Flying Tigers. 
Like many of his generation he 
was a great American.



by Eda Sutcliffe Kenney, Education DirectorMuseum Update

From Visitors to Volunteers
Visitor Comment Cards, which are filled out by every Museum 
visitor, indicate that over 80 percent came here as a result of 
having noticed our single entrance sign on 441!

Currently, Coffee County-based Georgia Department of 
Tourism Coordinator, Lori Hennessy, along with city employee 
and Museum board member, Ken Hayes, are actively seeking 
grants to increase signage throughout the area. Based on 
existing data, these will easily double or triple our numbers. 
We will keep you updated on this.

It is important to understand that virtually every single current 
volunteer has signed up for service following a Museum tour. 
They constitute a highly productive group of outstanding 
individuals offering a variety of experience, enthusiasm  
and talent!

If you read our online “News and 
Upcoming Events”, you will know that 
the Milledgeville based volunteers, the 
Harringtons, have, with the aid of local 
volunteers and city employees, established 
a base walking tour! They have designed 
a recyclable brochure available at the trail 
head next to the Museum.

The signs they 
provided that 
correspond to 
the guide are 
in place with 

only the exception of the missing 
building designations which will 
be posted shortly. Douglas Mayor, 
James Dennis, and Dale Batten, 
City Grants Coordinator, were 
instrumental in aiding in this effort.

Less than two weeks after assuming office, Douglas Mayor, 
James Dennis graciously accepted my invitation to tour our 
Museum on 13 January 2012. On this his first visit, he indicated 
that he appreciated the work which has been done to preserve 
this WWII history and would support its continued progress.

The Harringtons are: Hugh (published author of historic 
papers) and Dr. Sue (college professor of computer sciences). 
Their first visit here, 28 February 2009, was precipitated by 
Hugh’s online acquaintance with Tom Reilly’s Warbird 
Restoration. The couple also previously flew on Don Brooks’ 
B-17 “Liberty Belle”. In seeking the location, they stopped in 
the Museum for directions. After a tour they expressed a desire 

to help with our historic preservation efforts, specifically in the 
area of updating the base instructors’ and cadets’ histories for 
a state of the art web site. The basis for this research consists 
of extensive original correspondence files saved by the 63rd 
AAF FTD Reunion group organizer, Paul Schlundt. It also 
incorporates the existing incomplete web site.

Sometime ago in my 
reading of these letters, 
I discovered two 63rd 
Cadet published authors 
of note. They were 
Robert Fesmire (Class 
44E) whose book, Flight 
of a Maverick, describes 
his covert Carpetbagger 
air operations over 
occupied territories in Europe. The 
other author I found was F.X. Band 
(Class 43D) whose award-winning 
book, Warriors Who Ride the Wind, 
describes his hair-raising experiences 
as a Flying Tiger. Both books remain 
on my desk at the Museum office and 
are referred to in the introduction to 
every tour. Almost all of our Museum 
library books are donated. We acquired the Band book through 
my speaking engagement with the Douglas Rotary Club which 
provided the purchase price at my request. I gave a brief review 
of the book in a previous issue of our “Cadet Flyer”. Be sure to 
see William F.X. Band, Flying Tiger by William F.X. Band, 
III in this newsletter provided by Hugh Harrington.

Recent reconnection with the Harringtons occurred on  
27 October 2011 when they signaled their current availability 
to assist on the web site and walking tour project, and also in 
moving the base toward National Historic Preservation status! 
For years studies had been contracted by the city to support 
such an application. Additionally, city employee and Museum 
board member, Ken Hayes, had accumulated additional re-
search. Building on their substantial base, the Harringtons 
were able to unhesitatingly complete and submit the applica-
tion to the Georgia Department of Historic Preservation as the 
first step in acquiring national designation status. Georgia De-
partment of Natural Resources, Historic Preservation Division 
representatives will be making an unannounced assessment 
visit in August prior to their November annual meeting when a 
status decision will be made and announced.

Thank you, amazing Harringtons, and all of the volunteers 
who are bringing the WWII Flight Training Museum and 63rd 
AFF FTD Base to the prominence it deserves.

More Good News
Through the efforts of Museum board President, Vic Suttles, 
and his wife, almost one hundred fifth grade students and 
teachers toured the Museum and base on 16 March. Thanks to 
volunteer, Toby Smith, Curator Danny Bradley and Museum 
board member, Chuck Geise, for making their outstanding 
contributions to this event. Previously, we were pleased to have 
Citizens Christian Academy fifth graders, who also study 
WWII history, join us for a field study visit. Thanks as always 
goes to Weezie Barendse for her help.

Volunteers Bob Hackett, Hank Haklin and the Mormon 
Elders have completed work in the archival storage and exhibit 
prep rooms. They will go into use as soon as dehumidification 
is installed. The heat and AC has been installed! Our deepest 
thanks goes out to Chancey Heating & Cooling of Douglas, 
GA for making this happen!

More later!! We are rolling along now. Have a Happy and 
Glorious 4th of July!

912-383-9111 - Museum
912-383-6651 - Eda Sutcliffe Kenney Home

Robert Fesmire

Carl Dkyman (45A)
Author of “My Love Affair with Airplanes”

A Cadet Then and Now

SPECIAL THANKS TO THESE 
AWESOME VOLUNTEERS 

Bob, Hank and Judy Hackett, with the Elders assistance, have 
revealed original base sidewalks and some building sites. Work will 
continue when a licensed Archaeologist can check out the site and 

oversee any further work in a professional preservation mode.

WHAT THEY ARE SAYING ABOUT US
•  Eda’s tour, knowledge and enthusiasm are wonderful.

•  The amount of history that occurred in Douglas only 30 minutes from my home is amazing.
•  I found Eda and her stories most interesting.

•  The displays are excellent and the history in the tour given by Eda is outstanding! 
•  Warbird restorations are incredible.


