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The 63rd FTD Honor Roll

Charles “Charlie” D. Weir Class 43E
charlie began his aviation career in 1941 

when he moved to Turner afB in alba-
ny, ga. There he became a candidate 
for cadet training in 1942 and was as-
signed for flight training at the 63rd 

flight Training detach-
ment in douglas, ga in 
1942, with ray Murray as 
his instructor.

he went to george field, 
greenville, Ms, for fur-
ther training and on to 
lawrenceville, il, for 
twin-engine training. 
after charlie was com-

missioned in april 1943, he moved to Oklahoma city where 
he learned to fly the a-20 havoc for combat, and was as-
signed to the 417th Bomb group.

The 417th group 
moved to deritter, 
la, for additional 
training and left san 
francisco in January 
1944 for New guin-
ea. There he flew 77 
low-level missions 
from one end of the 
island to the other.

charlie returned to the united states in January 1945 and 
was released from service in 1946. he joined the air National 
guard and flew jet fighters for six years. he later joined the 
us army air reserve where he flew the l-19 and l-20 for ap-
proximately eight years.

after flying for the georgia forestry commission spotting 
fires in the TBM and a-26 to drop Borax on live fires, he  
retired from state service in 1984. he continued to pleasure 
fly his cessna 172 doing mapping and photographic work 
until his death just a few years ago. charlie had nearly 20,000 
hours in the air.

Primary Days in Douglas • Squadron “D” 43 E • 22 January 1943
lst row (l-r):  Instructors:  R.E. Murray, Sherrill, Ross, Slate, Snow, NeSmith, Hazell, 
Workman, Climer. 2nd row (l-r):  Parson, Weir, Severn, Risinger, Van, Tatler, Russell, 
Shelton, Quynn, Wallis. 3rd row (l-r):  Duke, Conner, Weir, Holmes, Staley, Simmons, 
Turner, Shepard, Stampick, Tyron, Rodriquez, Anderson, Sampson, Schumann, Putek.
4th row (l-r):  Verkits, Rorobaugh, Shaul, Roberts, Turner, Williams, Tanner, Bricker.

WHAT THEY ARE SAYING ABOUT US
“Eda made the entire story come to life.  

Outstanding exhibits nicely planned 
– the work of an expert”!

“Staff was very helpful”.

“Display cases set up 
wonderfully; quality 

of the museum”.

“Excellent surprise”.“Great – Wonderful”.

“I really enjoyed the walk thru.  It was 
helpful to have a guide to get a real feel 

for what happened during that era”.



On March 7, we had 
our first fly-in pancake 
breakfast to benefit 
the museum and it was 
a big success. Mother  
Nature blessed us with 
a perfect day and we 
had 54 planes arrive 
from florida, south  

carolina and georgia. Many 
eaa chapters were repre-
sented including Pea Patch 
aerodrome, vidalia sweet  
Onion aviators, eaa 445 from 

Tallahassee and chapter 977 from cannon creek… just to name 
a few. from all accounts, everyone that attended had a great 
time and can’t wait for our next get together.

We hope to see you at our next fly-in 
scheduled for 20 June at 9 a.m.  
we will have don Brooks’ magnificent 
d-day dakota c-47 on static display 
and will have the drawing for the 
membership raffle! you’ll want to 

join us! Contact Weezie  
at 321-388-3897 for more 
information. we would 
also like to thank all of the 
wonderful volunteers that 
helped us make this pancake 
breakfast a big hit.

OuR Fly-In BREakFasT 
Was a BIg suCCEss

VIEW FROM THE COCKPIT 

The Founders
by Ken Hayes

Mr. B.P. O’Neal was the first partner with wesley N. raymond in 
their incorporated raymond-O’Neal aviation company. it was 
this corporation which worked with the local civic leaders to 
establish an army aviation training school in douglas. This  
corporation was founded on May 30, 1941. “he evidently put up 
the capital cash ($25,000 to start the corporation), whereas  
Mr. raymond’s value rested in the ‘extensive work previously 
performed with the city of douglas and coffee county for the 
building of an airport in douglas and the agreement to lease 
the same to the corporation for five years for a consideration of 
$1,000 per year. in July 1941 the r.f.c. (note: reconstruction  
finance corp.) refused to make the loan that the corporation 
had applied for, but told the company that they would make a 
loan on the basis of 2/3 of the appraised value of the offered 
security. This meant a greater equity injection. Mr. O’Neal felt 
this would be too risky and would not go along with more 
funds for construction. eventually, he was paid for his stock 
with cash and a note from Mr. raymond. he had served as  
secretary-Treasurer of the company up until then.”

with the exit of Mr. O’Neal, this would open the way for another 
aviation leader, george Brinkerhoff of Maryland. research has 
discovered that there is a B.P. O’Neal foundation in Macon, ga. 
in correspondence with one relative of this B.P. O’Neal it was 
learned that indeed he was involved in aviation and was most 
likely the same person. More details are being sought to follow 
up on his life after the adventure in douglas.

Part II: B.P. O’Neal
Taken from the base official 

Army historical record. 

in July 2008 the historic Boeing B-17 flying fortress liberty Belle 
retraced the flight of the original squadron of B-17 bombers, which 
had been led by Major Paul Tibbets, who flew from the us to  
england in 1941. The bomber crews arrived. The British spitfire 
fighters rose to fight the german bombers 
and fighters; some fighter pilots flew three 
different aircraft in on day as they were shot 
down and bailed out, were recovered and 
took off again into odds of 12 english against 
250 german attackers.

This dvd includes harrowing footage of the 
bombing campaigns over france and ger-
many. you will see what the teenage waist 
gunners saw on the B-17s as they were 
swarmed by german Messerschmitts and 
defended by american Mustangs and Thunderbolts. The liberty 
Belle was in the middle of it all. in one sortie of twelve B-17s, the 
liberty Belle returned alone. a squadron area which had had 120 
men playing softball and volleyball the day before, now only had 
ten. More than 4,100 bombers of the eighth air force (B-17s and 
B-24s) were lost in wwii. 

The men who flew the liberty Belle to her original base in england 
faced the same freezing temperatures, fickleness of weather and 
uncertainties of landing that the crews of the ‘40s experienced. 
Their adventures, stories and daring camera shots are integrated 

with the original footage from the war. 

There are few opportunities to see 
quality films that honor american  
heroes and you ought not pass up such 
a unique event. all proceeds from the 
purchase of the documentary will help 
keep our museum operating so that  
future generations can learn about this 
brave young generation who took to 
the air to defend our nation from 1939 
to 1945.

The DVDs are available for $29.95 (includes shipping); or you 
can pick one up at the museum for $25. If you send in your check, 
make sure to designate that it is for the DVD.

“The Yanks Are Back” Documentary DVD



The command was constituted as the southeast 
air district on 19 October 1940. it was  

activated on 18 december 1940 at 
Macdill aaf in florida and was  
redesignated as Third air force on 
29 July 1941.

during wwii, the Third air force provided air defense for the 
southeastern u.s. until 1943, and at the same time, trained 

new organizations. later, the command 
was engaged primarily in training  
replacements for combat units.

Third air force airfields are located 
from arkansas eastwards to North 
carolina, southwards along the 

southeast coast to florida and west-
wards along the gulf coast to louisiana. 

The command was assigned on 21 March 1946 to Tactical air 
command to serve as a troop carrier organization. it was 
headquartered at greenville aaf, south carolina, and was 
deactivated on 1 November 1946.

On december 18, 1940, the army air forces activated the 
southwest air district at March field, ca. The primary  

mission was to provide air defense of  
a region that included california,  
Nevada, arizona, New Mexico, Texas and  

Oklahoma. By virtue of its location, it 
also dispatched air units to american  
outposts across the Pacific. soon 

designated the 4th air force, the new 
organization expanded its mission to  

include tactical training, while it also oversaw the construc-
tion of new training and operational bases throughout its 
area of responsibility.

during wwii, fourth air force’s air defense mission gradually 
lost importance as the command focused on training units 
for service in the Pacific. at the end of the war, fourth air 
force organization became separation processing centers, 
handling thousands of personnel returning from service 
overseas and preparing for their release from the military.                                    
source: www.wikipedia.org

by Danny Bradley, Curator 
WWII Flight Training Museumair Forces of World War II - Part II

recent visitors to the Museum included a tenth birthday  
celebrant, chandler collier and 90+ year old anna lee Kight 
who visited with the Town & country garden club. chandler 
had previously seen the Museum with his grandfather.  
when asked by his parents where he would like to go for this 
big day, he chose us. This avid wwii history and aviation  
enthusiast was also able to choose his own gifts from our sales 
selection.

To the delight of us all, anna lee shared her recollec-
tions of she and her sister, Nola fitzgerald’s war time 
experiences as flight dispatchers here at the base. 

The Museum was the group destination for the “easy riders”  
motorcycle road trip. They expressed their pleasure and surprise 
at the opportunity to be able to visit the Museum and the restora-
tion hangar. a couple stopping at general coffee state Park  
extended their visit an extra night to see the Museum. They were 
not disappointed. 

look for information on Brig. gen. John w. Baer, 42K, in an upcoming 
curator’s corner as we will be setting up a special exhibit featuring 
his and other recent artifact donations. The new displays should 

be in place in time for the next fly-in  
pancake breakfast scheduled for June 20. 
The Museum benefited greatly from the 
participation of all involved in our first 
fly-in event. we enjoyed conducting tours 
for our biggest group of visitors this year 
on March 7.

Museum Update 9+ to 90+

We have a new website. Be sure to check it out!          www.ww2flighttrainingmuseum.org

Our Lady Dispatchers

Anna Lee Kight
Nola Fitzgerald

by Eda S. Kenney, Education Director

Help us Honor our veterans 
by signing up new members!



in december of 2003, a small group of local 
citizens interested in history, aviation and 
heritage preservation gathered together 
to both protect the site of the raymond-
richardson aviation school in douglas, 

georgia, and to create and operate a histori-
cal museum that would tell the story of not only our community’s 
role in wwii, but also share the lives of the men and women who 
lived, worked and trained at the facility. Thus, the 63rd Preserva-
tion society was formed.

The wwii flight Training Museum  
is operated by this non-profit  
organization and is entirely funded 
by donations, gifts and grants. we believe that 
the museum can make a great contribution to the preservation of 
our heritage and to the education of both children and the public 
in general.

is it a future worth securing?  we think so.  we hope you do, too. 

Membership & Raffle

$50 annual membersHip beneFits
• WWII Flight Training Museum card 

• Quarterly museum newsletter • Free visits to the museum for your family and guests 
• Opportunity to help restore and maintain vintage aircraft  

• Honoring our veterans with your commitment  
• 10% discount on museum merchandise • Participation in special museum events

The 63rd Preservation Society is a 501c3 non-profit educational foundation. 
(Proceeds go toward museum maintenance)

2009 63rd Preservation society 
MeMbershiP & raffle 

Name:

Address:

City:	 	 													State:														Zip:

Email:

Phone	number:

cut along dotted lines

Become a friend of the museum through membership and get a 
chance to win a vintage 1911 a1 .45 Pistol in a handsome display 
case or $1,000 cash. fill out the form below and return it to us 
along with your $50 membership. And be sure to come to our 
Fly-In Pancake Breakfast on June 20 for the drawing!

MiSSion 
StateMent

The WWII Flight Training Museum is 
a non-profit organization that is 

entirely funded by donation, grants 
and contributions.  It is dedicated to 
sharing  the story of the courage and 

spirit of the American men and 
women who became pilots during 

the Second World War. Our primary 
mission is to preserve, protect, 

develop and advance the 
understanding  of our nation’s 

aviation training heritage through 
collections, research, exhibits and 

interpretation of the 63rd Flight 
Training Detachment.  Our 

secondary mission is to try to 
maintain the heritage and as much 

of the historical integrity of the 
Raymond-Richardson Aviation 

School as possible.

the wwii Flight training museum
no. 3 airport Circle, Douglas, ga 31533

912-383-9111 • douglas63rd@accessatc.net

The wwii flight Training Museum
No. 3 airport circle
douglas, ga 31533


