
Our recent reunions have been lots of fun, and 
those who did not attend missed a good time. The 
fun begins on Sunday. Spend the afternoon in the 
Hospitality Room at the Hampton Inn visiting with 
old friends, and that evening enjoy sit-down dining 
at the Golden Corral or Ruby Tuesday.

After breakfast at the hotel on Monday, explore 
downtown Douglas and shop in the specialty boutiques 
or go treasure hunting in downtown’s antique shops. You 
can have a picnic at General Coffee State Park and visit 
the Heritage Village.

Arrive at the airport Tuesday morning. PT-17s will be 
waiting to take everybody up for some stick time. Tours 
of the WWII Flight Training Museum will be available 
and you will enjoy a buffet in Don Brooks’ hangar for 
lunch. A wine and cheese reception will be held at the 
Hampton Inn that evening.

On Wednesday, more flying in the Stearman and tours 
of the museum. There will also be van tours of Douglas.

Thursday evening, join us at the Douglas Golf & 
Country Club for a delicious meal with a program and 
closing remarks by Don Brooks.

 
Mr. Brooks is also planning to have his 
magnificent B-17 “Liberty Belle” and his P-40 
Flying Tiger here during the reunion. A ride just 
might be raffled off during the get together!
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Become a friend of the museum through 
membership and get a chance to win a 
M1 Carbine or $1,000 in cash! The carbine 
is an original WWII vintage carbine made 
by “Inland,” and has had a few post WWII 

upgrades such as a bayonet lug, adjustable 
rear sight and “flip” 
style safety. It is in good 
condition and is in firing 
order. It comes in a display 

case with security locks, suitable for display on a table or hanging on 
a wall. A bayonet, 15-round clip and one stripper clip of .30 caliber 
carbine ammunition are included. 

The M1 was designed and initially built by Winchester to replace side 
arms. It was a favorite of our troops because it was small, lightweight 
and much more powerful and accurate than a side arm. Over 7 million 
were manufactured during WWII by ten primary manufacturers. It 
served during WWII, Korea and early Viet Nam.

The drawing will be held 22 October 2010 during the reunion.

MEMBERSHIP RAFFLE

$50 ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS
• WWII Flight Training Museum card

• Quarterly museum newsletter 
• Free visits to the museum for your family and guests 

• Opportunity to help restore and maintain vintage aircraft 
• Honoring our veterans with your commitment 

• 10% discount on museum merchandise 
• Participation in special museum events

The 63rd Preservation Society is a 501c3 non-profit educational foundation. 
(Proceeds go toward museum maintenance)

cut along dotted lines

The 63rd Veterans are 
Returning to Douglas 
2010 Reunion 17-22 October

miSSion 
Statement

The WWII Flight Training Museum is 
a non-profit organization that is 

entirely funded by donation, grants 
and contributions. It is dedicated to 
sharing the story of the courage and 

spirit of the American men and 
women who became pilots during 

the Second World War. Our primary 
mission is to preserve, protect, 

develop and advance the 
understanding of our nation’s 

aviation training heritage through 
collections, research, exhibits and 

interpretation of the 63rd Flight 
Training Detachment. Our secondary 

mission is to try to maintain the 
heritage and as much of the 

historical integrity of the Raymond-
Richardson Aviation School as 

possible.

The WWII Flight Training Museum
No. 3 Airport Circle, Douglas, GA 31533 • 912-383-9111

 www.ww2flighttrainingmuseum.org

The WWII Flight Training Museum
No. 3 Airport Circle
Douglas, GA 31533
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Mail to:
The 63rd Preservation Society, Inc. 

WWII Flight Training Museum
P. O. Box 190 • Douglas, GA 31534



Robert “Rosie” Rosenthal 
posed next to his #26 PT-17 
Stearman primary trainer 
on our field. This photo-

graph provides documen-
tation confirming that the 8th Air Forces’ most 
decorated pilot learned to fly in Douglas, GA. Ad-
ditional serial numbers were confirmed by cross 
referencing the photo with the Museum’s “Mir-
acle Board”. The chalk 
designations were laid on 
the dispatch board when 
“Rosie” was here.

It survived unnoticed for 
decades faced up against 
the wall in one of the two 
surviving WWII hangars 
on the base. Don Brooks 
also corroborated the 
hero’s training here 
through a conversa-
tion with his son at a 
recent air show. 

Douglas-based artist, 
Toby Smith, has do-
nated her interpreta-
tion of #26 for the 
Museum’s collec-
tion and has given 
her permission to 
have it reproduced 
for Museum promo-
tions. Her husband, Joey, and their West Point graduate son, Ja-
son, are also initiating research into Douglas’s first class which 
came from the Point to learn to fly. A photo displayed in the 
Museum of the class marching in V for Victory formation on 
Peterson Avenue in Douglas was the trigger for this discovery. 

Prior to her passing, then 93-year-old “Libbo” Belger recalled 
this event as a highlight of home front activity in Douglas 
during the war years. The appearance of the young soldiers 
marching in review to thank the local populace for their hospi-
tality resonated with the onlookers as an unforgettable moment 
in time.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lou Thole, author 
of The Forgotten 
Airfields book series, 
has completed a won-
derful magazine for-
matted booklet on the 
Douglas 63rd entitled 
Cotton, Tobacco, Pea-
nuts and Pilots. It’s a great reading and a must for any 
collection. Copies are currently available at the Museum 
for purchase.

There are still many unanswered questions concerning 
the base history. Time is of the essence for this impor-
tant WWII history to be more fully documented. This 
will require intensive and costly research to fill in major 

gaps and reorganize the web site so that additional information 
may be entered as it becomes available.

Generous legacy donations would make it possible to ensure 
the future of the base complex and its history. It grows in im-
portance with every passing day as the most intact, independent 
primary flight training facility left in the US. The 13 original 
buildings and the untouched footprints of the missing build-
ings make it a potential national visitation and activity site.  
Research is ongoing. We are currently endeavoring to track 
down the classes who came to Douglas from Australia to learn 
to fly! Yes, Australia! More in the next Flyer issue.

With America’s entry into WWII, there was a short-
age of military pilots. The US Army 

Air Force utilized Raymond-Rich-
ardson Aviation School to pro-
vide primary ground and flight 
training for the 63rd Army Air 

Force Flight Training Detachment, 
which was located in Douglas from 1941-44.

Mr. Paul Schlundt of Evansville, IN, accepted a position 
as a flight instructor and squad commander at the school. 
His experience as a pilot and flight instructor helped to 
establish Douglas as one of the most efficient and safest 
flight schools in the program. Over nine thousand cadets 
learned to fly in Douglas.

Mr. Schlundt worked tirelessly both before and after his 
retirement to research and document the history of cadets, 
instructors and staff of the 63rd AAF-FTD. He com-
piled a roster of cadets for every class, a list of over 200  
instructors, and as many base personnel as was possible.  

He then contacted as many of these people as he 
could in an ef-
fort to docu-
ment both their 
war and post-
war experienc-
es. This led to 
reunions being 
organized and 
return visits 
to the base in 
Douglas.

The training 
that went on in 
Douglas was an 
important part 
of the war effort. 
It will be remembered and restored by our museum and 
the reunions so that future generations will better under-
stand the high price of freedom.

by Weezie BarendsePaul Schlundt - Flight Instructor and Squad CommanderMuseum Update by Eda S. Kenney, Education Director

The 63rd FTD Legacy Fund 
Leaving a gift to charity in your will is a very special way of helping to 
secure the future of the WWII Flight Training Museum which portrays the 
history of the men and women who took to the air to defend our nation 
from 1939 to 1945.

This fund exists to help operate the museum and to further our mission 
of sharing the important role of our military airmen, as well as to grow  

as an educational organization. Contributions will be used to safeguard 
and maintain the historical integrity of the structure; to provide funds for 
the historical interpretation of the lives of the pilots, their training and 
their aircraft; and to provide an important educational resource to the 
community that it serves.

Bequests to the WWII Flight Training Museum are exempt from inheritance 
tax as the museum is a 501c3 non-profit educational foundation.

On a cool day 
in early No-
vember 2007, 
a yellow PT-17 
Stearman flew 
into Douglas 
and joined Don 

Brooks’ stable of warbirds. Manufactured by Boeing, this 
particular model was delivered on 5 August 1942. An ex-
tensive rebuild is underway by master restorationist Tom 
Reilly. It will be painted in the Army Air Force colors, 
and we anticipate having it ready to fly for the reunion.

WWII Flight Training Museum 
to have a new “mascot”

Early this year, Don’s D-Day Dakota took on a new 
look to honor those who flew as the Jungle Skip-
pers in the South Pacific Theater of Operations. The 
Jungle Skippers were the squadrons of the 317th 
Troop Carrier Group. At the recent Eglin Air Force 
Base Air Show, the C-47 flew as the drop ship for 
the Red Bull Sky Diving Team and flew a heritage 
flight with a C-17.

Our C-47 
Gets a New Paint Scheme


