
Lt. Armour C. Miller - An Ace 
from Douglas Class 
of 1943
by Hugh T. Harrington

Armour C. Miller came to 
Douglas in the class of  

1943-F. After graduation he went 
to basic flight training at Shaw 
Field, Sumter, SC. After getting 
his wings he returned to Shaw 
Field as an instructor. In August 
1943, he was transferred to the 
1st Fighter Group, flying in the 
27th and 94th Squadrons in the 
Mediterranean. He flew P-38s. 
He received the Silver Star, Distinguished Flying Cross, and 
Air Medal w/6 Oak Leaf Clusters. He was an Ace shooting 
down 6 enemy planes.

He received the DFC for leading a squadron of P-38s 
escorting heavy bombers to attack an enemy airfield in 
Austria on April 23, 1944. The citation reads in part, 
“In fierce encounters lasting for close upon an hour,  
Lt. Miller skillfully directed his squadron in routing two 
large formations of enemy fighters which made repeated 
and aggressive attacks upon rear elements and straggling 
bombers. Three times Lt. Miller led his squadron back into 
the target area to assist an isolated flight of friendly fighters 
and twice more he turned back to cover straggling bombers, 
withdrawing from the flak-infested area.”

For action occurring on June 10, 1944, Miller was presented 
with the Silver Star for gallantry while leading his squadron 
as escort for another P-38 group assigned to bomb the Ploesti 
oil installations in Romania. Having successfully broken 
up ground and air opposition for the bomber formation, 
he led strafing attacks upon a railroad junction and an 
airfield, inflicting serious damage on the enemy. When his 
ammunition gave out he remained in battle. “In particular,” 
the citation reads, “he deliberately turned into a hostile 
fighter menacing a crippled comrade, drawing the fire upon 
himself and skillfully outmaneuvering the enemy.”

Elliot Gordon Zachary Bellah - 
Instructor and Skydiving Pioneer 
(1906 - 1996)
Gordon Bellah, the youngest of 13 children, was born on 
April 11, 1906. He graduated from Georgia Institute of 
Technology in 1925, with a degree in Electrical Engineering.

Bellah became interested in aviation in the 1920’s. At 
that time, two instructors, Doug Davis and Beeler Blevins 
maintained aircraft hangars at Atlanta Candler Field and 
Pitcairn Aircraft occupied a third hangar, where Davis 
taught Bellah to fly. Bellah barnstormed in an American 
Eagle and Travelair airplane. In 1929, Bellah purchased a 
Kinner K5 “Bird”, which he kept through the years.

During World War II, Gordon was a Flight Instructor at the 
63rd Flight Training School at Douglas, Georgia, teaching 
aviation cadets to fly the Stearman PT·17 “Kaydet” primary 
trainer. 

By 1964, he had logged 10,000 hours in light planes and 
he continued to fly for thirty more years. His interest in 
aviation never waned. As “Dean” of aviation at the Bellah 
School of Aeronautics in Stockbridge, Georgia, Bellah was 
credited with turning out more fledglings than any other 
pilot in the southeast.

Early in his career, he built Bellah Airport at his home 
outside of Atlanta, on a 2,300 foot pasture. Pilots from far 
and near gathered at his airport on Sunday afternoons for 
“Hangar Flying”, and to mingle with skydivers who used 
his airfield as a base. One of the first skydiving schools in 
the south was at Bellah Field. 

Gordon Bellah continued to promote aviation until his death at 
age 90 in 1996. Many aviation careers 
were launched under his tutelage.

In recognition of his distinguished 
contributions to early aviation and 
sky diving, Elliot Gordon Zachary 
Bellah was enshrined into the 
Georgia Aviation Hall of Fame on 
April 26, 2014.

Mission 
stateMent

The WWII Flight Training Museum 
is a non-profit organization that 
is entirely funded by donation, 
grants and contributions. It is 

dedicated to sharing the story of the 
courage and spirit of the American 

men and women who became pilots 
during the Second World War. 

Our primary mission is to preserve, 
protect, develop and advance 

the understanding of our nation’s 
aviation training heritage through 
collections, research, exhibits and 
interpretation of the 63rd Flight 

Training Detachment. Our secondary 
mission is to try to maintain the 

heritage and as much of the 
historical integrity of the Raymond-

Richardson Aviation School 
as possible.

The WWII Flight Training Museum
3 Airport Circle, Douglas, GA 31535 • 912-383-9111

 www.wwiiflighttraining.org
email: douglas63rd@windstream.net

The WWII Flight Training Museum
3 Airport Circle
Douglas, GA 31535
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• Opportunity to help restore and maintain vintage aircraft 
• Honoring our veterans with your commitment 
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• Participation in special museum events
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In December of 2003, a small group of local 
citizens interested in history, aviation and 
heritage preservation gathered together 
to both protect the site of the Raymond-
Richardson Aviation School in Douglas, 

Georgia, and to create and operate a 
historical museum that would tell the story of not only our 
community’s role in WWII, but also share the lives of the men and 
women who lived, worked and trained at the facility. Thus, the 
63rd Preservation Society was formed.

The WWII Flight Training Museum is operated by this non-profit  
organization and is entirely funded by donations, gifts and grants. 
We believe that the museum can make a great contribution to the 
preservation of our heritage and to the education of both children 
and the public in general.

Is it a future worth securing? We think so. We hope you do, too. 
Become a friend of the museum through membership and help 
us preserve WWII aviation’s beginnings.

YOU CAN HELP!



The Tour of Honor is a season-long, self-directed 
motorcycle ride to memorials and monuments around the 
US to honor our nation’s heroes.

We have had a few riders stop by the Museum.

Cub Scout Pack 859

Museum Update

Tour of Honor

Florida Flyboys

Cub Scout Pack 859 came to the WWII Flight 
Training Museum on 24 January and picked 
up many pine cones to clean up the area 
surrounding the Museum and the area on the 
grounds where the re-enactment group known 
as the Florida Flyboys set up a tent in WWII 
tradition. They were here to be photographed 
and video-taped with the B-17 Flying Fortress 
"The Movie Memphis Belle”.

Denise Mortorff, of the Museum, recognized 
these scouts with Certificates of Appreciation 
and a patch representing the group which the 
63rd FTD belonged to – The Mighty 8th. 

With increased visits to our 
Museum, it became apparent 
that some renovations 
needed to be made. The 
shower area in the office 
became a storeroom. 
Volunteers Bob Hackett 
and Hank Haklin designed 
and built a storage area in the 
old shower stall, and a set of 
large, tall shelves completed 
the renovation. The 
entire closet was cleaned, 
straightened and reorganized 
with merchandise for the 
museum store.

If you are interested in any 
of the merchandise that 
is for sale, just send us an 
e-mail (Subject – Museum 
Merchandise). Or give us a 
call and leave a message.

 Robert Sanders, Marietta, GA., a former Marine who 
rides on behalf of the American Legion. Many of the 
riders are members of the Iron Butts Association that is 
50,000+ strong in membership and looks out for our vets, 
their families and other causes.

 Deanah Hendrix, Raleigh, NC, known as “Sassy D”, 
rides to benefit the Fisher House that supports veterans and 
their families in times of need. She and other riders stopped 
by our Museum as part of a fundraising effort logging in 
thousands of miles. 

You can learn more by visiting: www.tourofhonor.com.

www.wwiiflighttraining.org

The Florida Flyboys are a group of living historians and a reenacting 
unit based in Florida that portray multiple impressions over various time 
periods, but focus most exclusively on the 
8th Air Force during WWII. 
They came to Douglas in 
January for photo shoots with 
“The Movie Memphis Belle” 
while she was here.

Sister Missionaries, serving on behalf of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter Day Saints, came to the Museum to help 
spiffy up the place. Sister Aubrianne Christiansen and 
Sister Jessica Parke, along with the help of Judy Hackett 
and Denise Mortorff made the Museum sparkle. 


