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The WWII Flight Training Museum 
is a non-profit organization that 
is entirely funded by donation, 
grants and contributions. It is 

dedicated to sharing the story of the 
courage and spirit of the American 

men and women who became pilots 
during the Second World War. 

Our primary mission is to preserve, 
protect, develop and advance 

the understanding of our nation’s 
aviation training heritage through 
collections, research, exhibits and 
interpretation of the 63rd Flight 

Training Detachment. Our secondary 
mission is to try to maintain the 

heritage and as much of the 
historical integrity of the Raymond-

Richardson Aviation School 
as possible.

The WWII Flight Training Museum
3 Airport Circle, Douglas, GA 31535 • 912-383-9111

 www.wwiiflighttraining.org
email: douglas63rd@windstream.net

The WWII Flight Training Museum
3 Airport Circle
Douglas, GA 31535
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$50 ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS
• WWII Flight Training Museum card

• Quarterly museum newsletter 
• Free visits to the museum for your family and guests 

• Opportunity to help restore and maintain vintage aircraft 
• Honoring our veterans with your commitment 

• 10% discount on museum merchandise 
• Participation in special museum events

The 63rd Preservation Society is a 501c3 non-profit educational foundation. 
(Proceeds go toward museum maintenance)

Name:

Address:

City:               State:               Zip:

Email:

Phone number:

2018 63rd PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP

cut along dotted lines

Mail to:
The 63rd Preservation Society, Inc. 

WWII Flight Training Museum
P. O. Box 2770 • Douglas, GA 31534

In December of 2003, a small group of local 
citizens interested in history, aviation and 
heritage preservation gathered together 
to both protect the site of the Raymond-
Richardson Aviation School in Douglas, 

Georgia, and to create and operate a 
historical museum that would tell the story of not only our 
community’s role in WWII, but also share the lives of the men and 
women who lived, worked and trained at the facility. Thus, the 
63rd Preservation Society was formed.

The WWII Flight Training Museum is operated by this non-profit  
organization and is entirely funded by donations, gifts and grants. 
We believe that the museum can make a great contribution to the 
preservation of our heritage and to the education of both children 
and the public in general.

Is it a future worth securing? We think so. We hope you do, too. 
Become a friend of the museum through membership and help 
us preserve WWII aviation’s beginnings.

YOU CAN HELP!
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After graduating from the Douglas 
63rd, Joe Peterburs was trained on 

P-40s and was sent to Kings 
Cliffe RAF Station in England. 

He was in the 20th Fighter 
Group, 55th Fighter Squadron, 

flying P-51s, escorting B-17 bombers on their missions 
and defending against German fighter attacks. He flew 
49 missions and 269 combat hours.

On April 10, 1945, on an escort mission to Oranionburg, 
ME-262s intercepted the B-17s. The ME-262 was the 
first German jet used in combat, had twin turbo engines, 
and could reach speeds approaching the speed of sound. 
He observed one ME-262 shoot down two B-17s, and he 
in turn shot and damaged the ME-262. The ME-262 flew 
into a cloud bank. As Peterburs dropped to lower altitude 
to avoid the cloud bank, he saw an airfield of German 
aircraft, which he then strafed more than once, hitting 
multiple planes and a FW200 Condor on his last pass. His 
plane received some damage and was smoking. He got to 
Magdenburg, where he was spotted by a FW 190 which 
fired at him. He had to bail out at low altitude, out of the 
plane’s left side, the side that was not burning.

He was burned and hurt and was taken prisoner by the 
German Luftwaffe, which sent him by train to the British 
POW Camp Stalag 11. The camp was being evacuated by 
the Germans, and he then was part of the evacuation, but 
he and others escaped and joined up with the Russians for 
about 2 weeks. They ended up at the Battle of Jitterbug 
and Wittenburg, where he was involved in a few minor 
skirmishes. Soon after he was handed over by the Russians 
to Americans and ended up with the Americans in Halle, 
Germany. He tired of this and bummed a ride to Paris on 
a C-47. On June 1, 1945 he was returned to New York 
and got married June 13.

Sixty years later, he received a letter from Werner Dietrich 
of Berg, Germany, who was 13 at the time of Peterburs’ 

encounter with the 
ME-262 and saw 
Peterburs’ plane 
go down. He 
showed WWII 
a i r p l a n e 
i n v e s t i g a t o r s 
where Peterburs’ 
plane went down 
for a TV show, 
and the plane was 
recovered in 1996. 
Dietrich then set 
out to find the 
pilot of the plane, 
and he eventually 
found Peterburs. 
The TV station 
wanted to do a 
follow up and so 

they traveled to the U.S. to interview Peterburs. After 
hearing the story of the ME-262, Dietrich returned to 
Germany and discovered that the pilot of the ME-262 
was Walter Schuck, a German ace with 206 victories. But 
Peterburs was not convinced. Two years later, Norwegian 
writer Christer Bergstrom contacted him and he, along 
with others, was convinced it was Schuck because only 
Schuck shot down two B-17s in the same 4-bomber box 
(formation) that day on April 10, 1945.

In 2005, Peterburs and Schuck met. They became the best 
of friends. Schuck explained that his plane started to 
disintegrate after he went into the cloud bank. He had to 
bail out, and with much difficulty managed to bail out. 
He hurt his legs but credited Peterburs with saving his 
life, for he thought he would have been killed in future 
missions as the War was being lost by Germany. April 10 
was the last mission for both in World War II. Schuck 
died in 2015.

Joseph Anthony Peterburs (1944-C) and the German Ace

(continued on page 2)

 Joe Peterburs



Ever since Hugh and Sue Harrington 
wandered into the base 

seven years ago to see 
the B-17 restoration, 
they have been pitching 

in on several jobs in the 
Museum. Their first efforts included successfully 
finalizing and submitting the application for 
putting the base on the National Register of 
Historical Places, a project Ken Hayes of the 
City of Douglas had begun. Sue also re-did the 
two former websites into one mobile friendly and 
expanded website that covers the base, its history, 
and its cadets. From that time on she has added thousands 
of details about the cadets who went through the Douglas 
63rd and continues to respond to inquiries about the 
cadets or the base.

Hugh and Sue created the walking tour around the base 
and continue to supply the walking tour brochures. The 
tour allows visitors who come even when the Museum is 
closed to get a sense of the base and its history. 

The pair also helps Weezie Barendse write articles for the 
Cadet Flyer. Hugh especially enjoys historical research, 
and Sue is the computer “guru”, and so between the  
two of them they have been able to develop the Loring,  
Flying Tigers, Sequence of Training, and Doolittle’s 
Raiders exhibits and other signage for the Museum. Sue 
also helps to acknowledge donations and memberships to 
the Douglas 63rd Preservation Society.

Volunteers of the Quarter – Hugh and Sue Harrington

Joseph Anthony Peterburs (continued from page 1) Meet New Docent: Jerry Worzella
After the War, Peterburs served in Korea, 
flying 76 missions. He also was assigned 
to Vietnam as Staff Operations Officer 
responsible for Command and Control 
in the war zone. He retired at the rank of 
Colonel. He is still living.

A search on the web will reveal a print, 
Escort Fury by Robert Bailey, of Schuck 
bailing out of his jet. Schuck also 
authored Luftwaffe Eagle: From the 
Me109 to the Me262.

The above was extracted from Peterburs’ 
excellent interview found at http://video.
flyingheritage.com/v/117113029/
colonel-joseph-peterburs.htm

A new docent Gerald (Jerry) M. Worzella 
has joined us beginning January 5. 
Born in Wausau, Wisconsin, he is 
a USN veteran and served in 
aviation training and combat 

squadrons. While attending 
seminary in 1980, he became a bi-vocational pastor and 
has been a bi-vocational pastor at First Baptist Church, 
Pearson, GA since 2007. 

He is married to Bonny (Havard) from Lucedale, MS, 
and they have 3 children and 9 grandchildren. They met 
while he was stationed at Naval Air Station Meridian. 
They will be celebrating their 50th wedding anniversary 
on February 1, 2019.

They have lived in WI, MS, AL, FL, CO, and currently 
reside in Douglas, GA and plan to make this area their 
retirement location. He said that he learned early in their 
marriage you don't take a southern girl to Wisconsin to 
live if you want to be a happy camper. 

Jerry has a background in construction, aircraft mechanics, 
and hydraulics, and has been involved in Christian 
volunteer construction projects and disaster recovery. He 
also writes a weekly column in the Atkinson County 
newspaper entitled "From A Biblical Perspective". 

If that doesn’t impress you, there’s more! After attending 
Aviation Flight Training School and obtaining 
Commercial, Instrument, and Multi-engine ratings in 
1977, he flew search and rescue with the Civil Air Patrol 
for over 20 years, including the Mississippi Gulf Coast 
Sundown Patrol, DEA, and US Customs missions. 

His flying and his strong interest in history, especially 
military history, has helped him feel a special kinship 
with the men of the Douglas 63rd AAF FTD. It grieves 
him to read about how many people have died and 
suffered during WWII because of what a few very evil 
men wanted to do.

P-38s hold a special place in Jerry’s heart as well, for his 
father was in the 8th Air Force in WWII in a support role. 
His father once got a flight in a P-38, and it was his 
father’s favorite plane. Jerry placed a model P-38 in his 
father’s casket when his father passed away.

When asked about which visitors he enjoys working 
with, he says he loves the vets the best but really enjoys 

talking to the kids 
who are interested. 
Over the years he 
has gotten many 
young boys and girls 
interested in 
aviation, and many 
of them have gone 
on to be professional 
pilots. 

We are excited that 
Jerry has joined us, 
and we welcome 
him to the Museum.

 Joe Peterburs, first solo flight, September 1943 at Douglas, GA, 18 years old

  Hugh Harrington   Sue Harrington

www.wwiiflighttraining.org

  Gerald (Jerry) M. Worzella

THE PERFECT GIFT! 
A Membership to the WWII Flight Training 

Museum would make a great gift any 

time of year for those on your list that are 

interested in WWII aviation, history and 

historic preservation.


