
Some survivor stories do not have to be staged, 
as many on TV are these days. One of 

our cadets, Flight Officer Raymond 
G. Mazalan, became a radar 
observer with the 421st Night Fighter 

Squadron. On Feb 3, 1945, he was in 
a P-61A with a pilot and a passenger on 

a courier mission to Biak, Dutch New Guinea. They encountered 
storms, got off course, and ran out of gas.

He and the others bailed out; he and 
the passenger survived, but pilot Lt. 
Vincent W. King was never seen 
again. The northern area of Dutch 
New Guinea being thickly forested 
Mazalan’s chute landed him in the 
top of a tree. Since it was night, he 
waited until morning when he saw 
he was approximately 200 feet from 
the ground. After several attempts, he 
managed to climb up the shroud lines 
for approximately 30 feet to reach a 

branch so he could climb down to the ground on branches. He 
then climbed a small mountain near the tree to verify that the 
coast was about 15 miles due North. The coast would get him in 
the vicinity of the nearest allied base.

He navigated himself by the sun, his watch, and the alignment 
of selected trees. He had lost his leather jacket and only had a 
T-shirt. To defend against the mosquitoes at night, he wrapped 
his shorts around his head and coated his arms with mud. He 
drank from swamps and occasional streams, but could not catch 
any meat. On the seventh day, he reached a river. Not being able 
to swim, he built a raft, which quickly sank. After hunting for 
a narrower crossing, he found himself encircled by uncivilized 
mountain natives carrying bows, spears and knives and wearing 
bones through their noses.

Mazalan tried to signal them for food and of his desire to cross 
the river. They took him in a canoe two miles down the river to 
whom he assumed was their chief. The chief finally understood 
Mazalan’s desire to continue on a north heading to the coast, 
and they proceeded through the jungle in a northerly direction. 
They camped for the night and continued the next morning. After 
some more traveling on foot he heard them mention the word 

“Nipponese.” He immediately stopped them and indicated by 
sliding his hand across his throat that he did not want to go to the 
Nipponese. 

They turned around and eventually re-boarded their canoe 
and headed north. With the help of members of a Christian 
Dutch tribe, they paddled to the ocean. They turned west and 
camped at a native village on a river inlet. After a few more 
nights at various camps, a Dutch officer came, and Mazalan 
eventually was returned to military control at Luzon, having 
spent 12 days in the jungle. For the full story, see our website:  
http://wwiiflighttraining.org/?page_id=651
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The WWII Flight Training Museum 
is a non-profit organization that 
is entirely funded by donation, 
grants and contributions. It is 

dedicated to sharing the story of the 
courage and spirit of the American 

men and women who became pilots 
during the Second World War. 

Our primary mission is to preserve, 
protect, develop and advance 

the understanding of our nation’s 
aviation training heritage through 
collections, research, exhibits and 
interpretation of the 63rd Flight 

Training Detachment. Our secondary 
mission is to try to maintain the 

heritage and as much of the 
historical integrity of the Raymond-

Richardson Aviation School 
as possible.
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• Quarterly museum newsletter 
• Free visits to the museum for your family and guests 

• Opportunity to help restore and maintain vintage aircraft 
• Honoring our veterans with your commitment 

• 10% discount on museum merchandise 
• Participation in special museum events

The 63rd Preservation Society is a 501c3 non-profit educational foundation. 
(Proceeds go toward museum maintenance)
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In December of 2003, a small group of local 
citizens interested in history, aviation and 
heritage preservation gathered together 
to both protect the site of the Raymond-
Richardson Aviation School in Douglas, 

Georgia, and to create and operate a 
historical museum that would tell the story of not only our 
community’s role in WWII, but also share the lives of the men and 
women who lived, worked and trained at the facility. Thus, the 
63rd Preservation Society was formed.

The WWII Flight Training Museum is operated by this non-profit  
organization and is entirely funded by donations, gifts and grants. 
We believe that the museum can make a great contribution to the 
preservation of our heritage and to the education of both children 
and the public in general.

Is it a future worth securing? We think so. We hope you do, too. 
Become a friend of the museum through membership and help 
us preserve WWII aviation’s beginnings.

YOU CAN HELP!

 FaLL • 2016
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 Raymond G. Mazalan

by Sue Harrington

A True Survivor: Raymond G. Mazalan, Class of 1943-I

Please mark your calendars for our annual cadet reunion 
Wednesday Oct. 19 to Sunday Oct. 23. Notice that the 
schedule has changed. Flying will occur on Saturday. Hotel 
reservations can be made at the Hampton Inn (912-383-
7550) for $90/95 for either a one or two bed room if you 
tell them that you are with the 63rd AAF/FTD. If questions 
or if making a reservation to attend, please contact John 
Hermann at 513-481-0130 or johnandirma@yahoo.com.

We look forward to seeing you!

The Cadet Reunion!



Don’s D-Day Dakota – N99FS
C-47  #12425   #44-82606

Visitors to the Museum and the base will often see a C-47 
aircraft parked next to one of the WWII 

hangars. While this airplane, owned 
by Don Brooks, is not part of the 
Museum it is a major historical 
artifact and is worth our attention.

The C-47 is the military version of the 
DC-3 airliner and was the backbone of the 
air transport during World War II. Over 
10,000 of them were built.

This particular C-47, serial number 44-
92606, was built in January 1944. As part 
of the Lend Lease program it was turned 
over to the Royal Air Force who gave it 
the serial number of KG395 and flew it to 
Dorval, near Montreal, Canada. 

In February, it was ferried to RAF Down Ampney airfield in 
Gloucestershire, England and was assigned to 48 Squadron, 
46 Group. This was a period of great tension. The invasion of 
Nazi-held Europe was approaching and the combined Allied 
forces were preparing for D-Day. This C-47 (called a Dakota by 
the British) flew many training missions, dropping troops and 
supplies and towing Horsa gliders. 

The Horsa glider was a big aircraft. Its wingspan of 88 feet was 
only 8 feet less than the C-47. Its length of 67 feet was 4 feet 
longer than a C-47. The Horsa could carry 25 men or over 7,000 
pounds.

The glider operations were important as the gliders could carry 
infantry, supplies, light vehicles and artillery. They could land 
silently behind enemy lines. The C-47/Dakotas would tow gliders 
to the vicinity of their landing zones. The gliders would cut loose 
and land, in the dark, in enemy held territory.

On June 6, 1944, D-Day, this C-47/Dakota bearing RAF 
markings released its glider at 9pm then returned to Down 
Ampney suffering slight damage from flak. Three weeks later 
it returned to France carrying passengers and returned with 18 
stretcher patients wounded in combat. A week later it completed 
a similar mission.

Many may remember the 1977 film “A Bridge Too Far” based 
on the Cornelius Ryan book. The film depicts Operation Market 
Garden. Airborne troops were to capture four bridges over 
strategic rivers in advance of a massive assault by the British 2nd 
Army. This C-47/Dakota flew 2 missions towing Horsa gliders as 
part of Market Garden on September 17, 1944. Two days later it 
dropped ammunition and supplies to the First Airborne Division.

Operation Varsity, the largest single airlift 
operation in the war, included flights by 
this aircraft. On March 24, 1945 it took 
anti-aircraft hits in the port wing while 
towing a Horsa glider but returned to 
base safely. After that it was assigned to 
fly in supplies and fly out the wounded. 

It also flew former prisoners at the Belsen concentration camp to 
hospitals in Belgium. 

After the war this aircraft participated in other exciting adventures. 
However, those exploits will be told at a later date.

Currently, work is ongoing to get this aircraft listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places, an honor it truly deserves.

Nicholas (Nick) Allen is 
our new museum docent. 
He is a Coffee County 
native and graduated 
from Jeff Davis High 
School. He earned an 
Associate of Arts degree 
in History from South 
Georgia State College. 
He is currently finishing 
a B.A. in History from 
Valdosta State University.

After graduation, he 
wants to work in a 
museum or be a professor 
of history. Needless to 
say, he loves history! 
We are very pleased to 

find such a fine young man to be our docent. He will be at 
the museum during its new hours: 11am - 4pm Fridays and 
Saturdays.

New Museum Docent

Don’s D-Day Dakota – N99FS Cadets at Tinianby Hugh T. Harrington by Hugh T. Harrington

This quarter’s highlighted “volunteer” is the dynamic team of Bob 
and Judy Hackett and Hank Haklin. This team has worked around 
the Museum for over five years, doing jobs that are often hot and 
dirty. Everywhere we look we can see the result of their efforts. Bob 
repaired and restored the Link Trainer desk, along with Link Trainer 
instruments and controls for the operator’s desk and the conduit for 
the wiring to the “crab.” Judy cleaned the Link Trainer display area 
extensively and made a new bellows skirt under the Link Trainer. 
Hank supplied an easel for the new signage.

Judy inventoried our uniform collection and hand-made archivally-
safe hangers for our uniforms. She has updated the museum 
scrapbook, made black out curtains for our windows, collected 
several newspaper articles that she added to the museum scrapbook, 
and prepared our 1940's newspapers for storage. She has spurred 
on the Douglas Enterprise to get us publicity and encouraged 
Kiwanis, American Legion and VFW to visit us. She successfully 
got brochures placed at 
the Library and has been 
refilling brochures around 
town. She is a whirlwind 
cleaner and has made the 
Museum spic and span on 
numerous occasions. 

Bob and Hank repaired, 
cleaned and upgraded the 
archival storage and exhibit 
prep rooms on the north end 
of the building, making the 
rooms truly useful for the first 

time. They designed and built a storage 
area in the old shower stall in the main 
office, adding a set of large, tall shelves. 
Judy aided in cleaning the entire closet and 
helped to reorganize the merchandise for 
the museum store. 

Bob and Hank continue to make significant 
upgrades to the museum exterior by performing painting, screen 
work, and grounds maintenance. They voluntarily cleared years of 
accumulated dirt and grass off the base sidewalks and the Hackett-

Haklin team continues to trim the sidewalks 
and museum lawn, lugging 
their own equipment to do this. 
By comparison, some of their 
“easier” jobs are manning the 

4th of July 
open house, 
helping with 
the annual 
r e u n i o n 
hangar lunch 
setup, and 
m a n n i n g 
the grills for 
the hangar 
cookout! 

Without their help, the Museum would not be the 
same! Thank you Bob, Judy and Hank!

"Volunteer" of the Quarter:  The Hackett- Haklin Team

Graduates of the flight training program at Douglas 
went on to fly all over the world during World War II. 
Some of them were stationed at Tinian Island in the 
Pacific. 

Tinian Island is a 39 square mile patch of jungle in 
the Northern Marianas far across the vast Pacific 
Ocean: 1700 miles from the Golden Gate Bridge in 
San Francisco. During WWII this fly speck on the 
map was of vital importance because it was 1500 miles 
from Japan and within the operational radius of B-29 
Superfortress bombers. 

The island was captured from the Japanese in the 
summer of 1944 and work started immediately making 
two huge airbases. Two runway complexes were 
established. The area on the northern portion of the 
island was called North Field. That in the south was 
named West Field. Together the fields boasted six 8500 
foot runways. North Field was the largest airfield in the 
world.

The atomic bombs destined for Hiroshima and Nagasaki 
were both flown from North Field, Tinian Island.

At least ten graduates, and one instructor, from Douglas 
served at Tinian:

AUGER, GERALD F., Class of 1944-F. 444th 
Bomb Group. On the 4th take off from Tinian 
his B-29 crashed. He was in the hospital 
recovering at the end of the war._____________________________
BONTEKOE, JACOB Y., Class of 1944-C, 1st 
Lt., 393 Squadron, 509th Bomb Group. He 
flew the weather plane during the atomic 
bomb attack on Nagasaki, August 9, 1945._____________________________
BORDMAN, JOE J., Class of 1944-C. Flew 25 
B-29 missions over Japan._____________________________
BOWMAN, DARL F., Class of 1944-E, 2nd Lt., 
1st Squadron, 9th Bomb Group._____________________________
BRANLUND, CARL J., JR., Class of 1943-E, 1st 
Lt., 677th Squadron, 444th Bomb Group. 
Shot down three times. On the third time 
he was co-pilot on B-29 (SN: 42-24724) on a 
mission over Tokyo. His aircraft disappeared._____________________________
DEARLOVE, ARTHUR JAMES, Class of 1944-G. 
Flew from Tinian._____________________________

GLASSBURNER, THOMAS M., Instructor 
at Douglas. Flew 250 combat hours out of 
Tinian._____________________________
JENNINGS, GEORGE H., Class of 1943-F. Flew 
B-29s off Tinian._____________________________
KELLER, GEORGE FRANKLIN, Class of 1944-
A, 1st Lt., 5th Squadron, 9th Bomb Group. 
August 8, 1945, two days after the bombing 
of Hiroshima, his B-29 was shot up by fighters. 
Keller and his crew bailed out over the ocean. 
The crew was picked up by the Japanese. 
Keller was killed during the bailout._____________________________
MARSHALL, DOUGLAS M., Class of 1944-G. 
505th Bomb Group, 10 combat missions._____________________________
PEIRENT, ROBERT J., Class of 1944-D. Flight 
engineer._____________________________


