
Oct 7, 1992 
G.H."Jorry" Holly  
2961 Pebble Creek Dr  
Ann Arbor, Mi. 48108  

Dear Paul,  
 

Sorry to be so late in returning your letter, but I had just had major 
heart surgery - the old quad by-pass routine.  I don’t know quite where to start 
but the enclosures will fill in some of the gaps.  

My instructor through solo was Paul Walker, shown in the photo.  
After solo, we were turned over to other instructors. I drew Jose Oliveros, a 
great acrobatic pilot, from Columbia, I think.  

From Douglas, I went to Gunter then on to Spence at Moultrie.  A  
dozen of us were shipped directly to Hawaii, the 6th Night Fighter Squadron.  
From P-39’s to P-47’s, I got one combat tour at Makin Island in the Marshalls.  
From Makin it was back to Hawaii, 72nd Fighter, 7th AF.  Next it was down 
to New Guinea, The Canal [Guadalcanal] and Fighter Two Base. We went up 
to Ondonga and Munda [New Guinea], where we switched over to P-38’s . 
13th AF, 18th Fighter Group.  From there to Sansapor [New Guinea], Moratai 
[Moluccas], San Jose, Mindoro and finally, Lingayen Gulf strip [Phillippines], 
returning to states in April 1945.  

Until the war ended, flew P-63’s and RP-63’s (PinBalls) at Indian  
Springs, Nev.  I re-entered the University of Mich. in Sept 1945, graduating in 
1948 with a B.S.E(Aero).  During this time, I obtained my Instructor rating 
and joined the Michigan ANG, flying P-51’s, later, to F-84’s.  I went to work 
for General Motors Diesel in 1948 and was called into active duty, opening up 
Luke Fld. Ariz. in Feb 1951.  I was base AIC Maintenance Officer and Test 
Pilot.  I was shipped to Purdue Univ after completing the Academic Instructor 
Course at Air University, Maxwell FieId, Ala.  I returned to GM in 1953, 
holding various positions, including a three year stint as OEM Sales Manager, 
Allison Industrial Gas Turbines at Indy.  You know the place.  We lived in 
Brownsburg for the three years.  I retired in Oct 1980 after 32 years.  

Some of the clippings provide more detail and I can give more if you 
want.  

As you can tell, I'm still trying to learn how to use this Lectronic 
typewriter.  

I lost track of "Red" Howes, but wilI try to look him up from the info 
you provided.  Info on other class members would be appreciated.  
 
 
     Thanks – 
     Jerry Holly 
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